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The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly held a meeting on September 21, 2011 to consider procedural matters related to the forty-second special session of the General Assembly convened by General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10) rev. 1 and for which the Permanent Council will decide, through resolution CP/RES. 989 (1818/11), on the date and place for it to be held.


The Preparatory Committee decided to refer the following recommendations to the General Assembly for information and consideration:

1.
Order of Precedence of the Delegations of Member States
In keeping with Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Committee established, by lot, the order of precedence of the delegations, beginning with the delegation of Guyana.


It therefore falls to the Head of the Delegation of Guyana to serve as Provisional President of the forty-second special session of the General Assembly (Article 11 of Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

2. Order of Precedence of the Permanent Observers

The Preparatory Committee established, by lot, the order of precedence of the permanent observers, beginning with the delegation of Bulgaria (Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

3. Agenda

In keeping with Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee considered the draft agenda for the special session. The draft agenda has been published as document AG/doc. 1 (XLII-E/11).

4. Draft Schedule

The Preparatory Committee considered the draft schedule for the forty-second special session of the General Assembly. The draft schedule has been published as document AG/doc.2 (XLII-E/11).

5.
Duration of the Special Session of the General Assembly

The Preparatory Commission recommends that the forty-second special session of the General Assembly commence at 11:00 a.m. on October 31, 2011 and conclude on the same date.

6.
Deadline for submission of proposals

In keeping with Articles 20 and 37 of Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee recommends that the deadline for submission of proposals be set for Monday, October 31, 2011, at 10:00 a. m.

7.
Maximum duration of statements by heads of delegation 


In view of the time constraints, and in keeping with Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee recommends that the statements of the Heads of Delegation should not exceed six minutes.

8.
Minutes
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The Preparatory Commission recommends that the deliberations be conducted in the plenary sessions. Consequently, there will be no need to establish any committee or working group. In keeping with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the minutes of the plenary sessions will be verbatim.

9.
Style Committee

The Preparatory Committee has been informed by the Permanent Council that, in accordance with Article 28 of Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, on October 19, 2011 the Council installed the Style Committee of the forty-second special session of the General Assembly, with the delegations of Brazil (Portuguese), Canada (French), Colombia (Spanish), and United States (English). 
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