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Item 84 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION
TRADITIONAL USE AND CHEWING OF THE COCA LEAF
/
/
/
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2012)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
TAKING NOTE of the provisions of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of 2007, which states in its Article 31 that indigenous peoples “have to right to maintain, control, protect and develop their cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions, as well as the manifestations of their sciences, technologies, and cultures, including human and genetic resources, seeds, medicines, knowledge of the properties of fauna and flora, oral traditions, literatures, designs, sports and traditional games and visual and performing arts. They also have the right to maintain, control, protect, and develop their intellectual property over such cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and traditional cultural expressions”;
RECALLING the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which protects and promotes the diversity of cultural expressions;
BEARING IN MIND that International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 169 concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries calls for the recognition and protection of the social, cultural, religious, and spiritual values and practices of said peoples, in its application by the states parties; and 
CONSCIOUS of the importance of preserving the cultural and ancestral practices of indigenous peoples, in a framework of respect for their human rights and fundamental freedoms, in accordance with international instruments,
RESOLVES:
1.
To recognize that the traditional custom of chewing (akulliku) the coca leaf is an ancestral cultural manifestation of the peoples of Bolivia and Peru that must be respected by the international community.
FOOTNOTES

1.
…other reasons. Namely, the resolution does not: (i) recognize that coca leaf cultivation is overwhelmingly for the purpose of manufacturing illicit drugs; (ii) acknowledge the commitment of Member States to the UN 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs as amended by the 1972 Protocol; and (iii) recognize Member States’ commitment to reduce illicit drugs, including efforts to significantly reduce or eliminate illicit cultivation of coca bush by 2019, by their adoption of the 2009 UN Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem. Canada remains committed to the 2010 OAS Hemispheric Drug Strategy and 2011 Plan of Action.
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3.
… national security considerations which arise from the production and use of the coca plant and other plants with similar scientific properties.
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�.	Canada remains committed to promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous peoples at home and abroad. However, Canada regrets that it must disassociate itself from this resolution for …


�.	The delegation of the United States will send a footnote.


�.	St. Vincent and the Grenadines acknowledges the traditional and ancestral use of the coca leaf by the indigenous people of Bolivia and Peru but cannot join consensus on the basis of public health and…
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