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Item 68 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE SEVENTEENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF 
MINISTERS OF LABOR AND SUPPORT FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK
FOR LABOR ADMINISTRATION 

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 23, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 223 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2470 (XXXIX-O/09), “XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CIDI/RES. 238 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2584 (XL-O/10), “Report of the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 172/10 (CLXIII-O/10), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 182 (CLXX-O/11), “Change of Date of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; and CIDI/RES. 247 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2637 (XLI-O/11), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration, and CIDI/RES. 269 (XVII-O/12) “Report of the Seventeenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration;  
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, from April 20 to 22, 2001, the heads of state and government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML);   
That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the heads of state and government acknowledged the important contributions of the ministries of labor to achieving their objectives of creating jobs to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance and to promoting decent work and social and labor policies that encourage investment and economic growth with equity;   

That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the heads of state and government agreed to promote “continuous training programmes in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labour market,” and, therefore, they called upon “the Ministers of Labour, within the context of the OAS Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), in collaboration with their workers’ and employers’ consultative bodies and with the support of the International Labor Organization (ILO), as appropriate, to endorse, at the 16th IACML to be held in 2009, a work programme that advances these objectives”; and 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the IACML of the Organization of American States (OAS) has been meeting since 1963 to define priorities and activities in the Hemisphere’s labor sector;   
That the IACML is recognized as the primary forum for building consensus and discussing and defining labor priorities in the Americas, which are adapted to the changing realities of the region’s labor markets;   
That the XVII IACML was held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from October 31 to November 1, 2011;   
That the discussions among the Ministers of Labour in the framework of the Seventeenth IACML revolved around the theme of “Advancing economic and social recovery with sustainable development, decent work, and social inclusion,” and examined issues of particular relevance for the region, such as the centrality of jobs in strategies to create a strong, sustainable, and balanced economy, bringing about fairer working conditions, and preventing and eradicating the worst forms of child labor; 

That during the Seventeenth IACML the first hemispheric dialogue between Ministers of Labour and Ministers of Women and High-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women’s Affairs in the member States was held, in partnership with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), to share perspectives and put forward recommendations to achieve greater equality between men and women in the workplace;   
That the Seventeenth IACML adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador (CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC. 1/11 (XVII-O/11) rev. 1 and CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.5/11 rev. 3, respectively), along with resolution CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 2/11 (XVII-O/11), “Solidarity with the Peoples and Governments of El Salvador and Central America in light of the recent natural disasters”;   
 That the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) adopted in the framework of the XVII ICML a Joint Declaration on “Youth and Decent Work; ”   
That the IACML authorities, comprising its past (Argentina), current (El Salvador), and future (Colombia) Chairs and the Chairs and Vice Chairs of its Working Groups, accompanied by members of COSATE and CEATAL and by representatives of the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) held a planning meeting on February 7, 2012 at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., and approved the 2012-2013 IACML Work Schedule, which provides follow up on the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador; that establishes the following activities: Working Group Meeting 2012 jointly with a RIAL Workshop on freedom of association and collective bargaining, RIAL Workshop on Child Labor, Working Group Meeting in 2013 jointly with a RIAL Workshop on Fairer labor conditions and non-discrimination, and Preparatory Meeting of the XVIII IACML and the celebration of the XVIII IACML in 2013, and   
The Government of Colombia has formally offered to host the Eighteenth IACML in 2013, marking the 50th anniversary of the Conference that had its origins in Bogota, Colombia.   
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) was created at the XIV IACML, held in Mexico City on September 26 and 27, 2005, for the purpose of strengthening the human and institutional capacity of labor ministries through a mechanism for integrating and disseminating knowledge and experience; and   
That the Government of Canada, through the Labour Program of the Department of Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, contributed substantial resources to launch the RIAL and to enable it to carry out most of its activities from 2006 to 2010; and that the governments of the United States, Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico have allocated financial resources to it;   
That the San Salvador Plan of Action, approved at the Seventeenth IACML in 2011, established that “the IACML recognizes that the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) has achieved significant results in institutional strengthening and deepening cooperation between the Ministries of Labor in the region and as such, reiterates its full support and commitment to this mechanism” and that “the IACML confirms the creation of the RIAL Voluntary Contribution Fund, established by the Working Groups of the IACML in July 2010 and incorporated in the Technical Secretariat”;   
RECOGNIZING:

That the political dialogue during the IACML was complemented and enriched by the cooperation and technical assistance activities of the RIAL;   

That the RIAL has succeeded in institutionally strengthening the region’s labor ministries in areas such as the design of new products or services, improvement in programs under execution, definition of internal procedures, organization of training activities, and reform of laws and regulations; and   
That the RIAL has intensified dialogue, cooperation, and assistance among government officials, labor and business representatives, and international organizations, such as the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), among others,   
RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador, adopted by the Ministers of Labor at the Seventeenth IACML. 

2. To congratulate the Government of El Salvador for successfully organizing and holding the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML). 
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To thank the Government of Colombia for its offer to host the Eighteenth IACML in 2013, that marks the 50th anniversary of the Conference that had its origins in Bogota, Colombia. 

4. To urge the Ministers of Labor to continue contributing towards fulfillment of the objectives of the Declaration of San Salvador of the Seventeenth IACML and implementation of the Plan of Action of San Salvador.   
5. To congratulate the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for having held the first inter-ministerial dialogue on gender equality in the workplace during the Seventeenth IACML in San Salvador and to express the hope that cooperation and dialogue will continue, at the national and hemispheric levels, between the Ministries of Labor and Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women.   
6. To declare its support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL), to back the fund of voluntary contributions from the labor ministries of the region to guarantee its sustainability, and to invite all governments to make contributions according to their financial capabilities.   

To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to work together with ministries of labor and with labor and business representatives to put into practice the decisions adopted by the IACML, to continue coordinating

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �AG05722E01�





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �AG05722E01�








_956984683.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL  ASSEMBLY



