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Item 66 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 23, 2012)

THE General Assembly,

HAVING SEEN resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 181 (CLXVIII-O/11), “Convocation of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI,” AG/RES. 2388 (XXXVIII-O/08) and CIDI/RES. 211 (XIII-O/08), “Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology,” and AG/RES. 2642 (XLI-O/11) and CIDI/RES. 253 (XVI-O/11), “Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI” and CIDI/RES. 270 (XVII-O/12), “Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI”;;   

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the heads of state and government gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas undertook to improve the quality of science education and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development, for the fundamental purpose of helping to reduce poverty and generate decent jobs, and that, in that regard, they expressed support for the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;   
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, taking note of the outcomes of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Mexico in 2008, pledged to create conditions for increasing public investment, to take measures that promote investment in the private sector, particularly in science, technology, engineering, innovation, research, and development, and to encourage the strengthening of linkages among universities, science institutions, the private and public sectors, multilateral agencies, civil society, and workers; and   
That the area of science and technology has been considered a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process, which was reconfirmed in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development;   
CONSIDERING:

That the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI took place on November 17 and 18, 2011, in Panama City;   
That the Dialogue of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology focused on the topic “Translational Science, Technology, and Innovation:  Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity”;   
That the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology considered the document “Towards a Vision 20/25 in Science, Technology and Innovation for the Americas: Hemispheric Cooperation for Competitiveness and Prosperity in a Knowledge Economy (Vision20/25),” which presents a regional road map for fostering hemispheric cooperation, strengthening partnerships, and applying knowledge on science, technology, and innovation to meeting basic needs and promoting socioeconomic development and prosperity;   
That the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology adopted the Plan of Action of Panama:  Translational Science, Technology and Innovation:  Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc.6/11 rev. 4) to advance the implementation of the ministerial mandates by creating working groups in the framework of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) and establishing clear actions and cooperation mechanisms to ensure their effective and sustained functioning; and   
That the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) received the report of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc.10/12) and convened the seventh regular meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology [CEPCIDI/RES. 189 (CLXXVIII-O/12)] to evaluate progress in implementing the agreements reached under the Plan of Action of Panama, agreed upon at the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology,
RESOLVES:

1. To support the Plan of Action of Panama: Translational Science, Technology, and Innovation: Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc. 6/11 rev. 4). 
2. To congratulate the Government of Panama on the success of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, in Panama City, on November 17 and 18, 2011.   
3. To emphasize the importance of continuing the ministerial dialogue on science and technology in the framework of CIDI and to instruct the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) to follow up on the implementation of the Plan of Action of Panama. 

4. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to continue supporting preparations for and follow-up on meetings in the science and technology sector and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the preparatory process.   
5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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