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Item 83 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF QUINOA, 2013

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 23, 2012)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of the American States establishes as one of the organization’s essential purposes is to “eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere”; and    
BEARING IN MIND that Resolution 66/221, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations (91st plenary session, December 22, 2011), declares 2013 as “International Year of Quinoa,” noting that quinoa is a natural food high in nutritional value   
BEARING IN MIND ALSO,

That said resolution recognizes “that Andean indigenous peoples, through their traditional knowledge and practices of living well, in harmony with nature, have maintained, controlled, protected, and preserved quinoa in its natural state, including its many cultivated and landraces,, as food for present and future generations;”   
That said resolution affirms “the need to focus world attention on the role that quinoa biodiversity can play, owing to the high nutritional value of quinoa, in providing food security and nutrition, and in the eradication of poverty;”   
AFFIRMING the need to heighten public awareness of the nutritional, economic, environmental and cultural properties of quinoa;   
RECALLING the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World Food Summit Plan of Action, the Declaration of the World Food Summit five years later and the Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security;   

CONSIDERING ALSO that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”;   
RECALLING that quinoa is one of the oldest crops in the Andean region, and that its preservation great cultures have participated, such as the Tiahuanacotas and the Incas; and    

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That in the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Social Development within the framework of CIDI, held on July 8 and 9, 2010, in Cali, Colombia, it was agreed to promote the implementation and strengthening of government strategies that integrate the work of the different ministries and public agencies to ensure greater impact on efforts to confront  poverty and inequality, and reiterated that intersectoral coordination is essential to maximize the impact of various social policy interventions, including strengthening food security policies, among others; and 
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Resolution AG/RES. 2346 (XXXVII-O/07), “Support for Efforts to Eradicate Child Nutrition in the Americas,” which urged the member states “to give top priority in their poverty reduction strategies to eradication of child malnutrition in the Hemisphere” and urged the region to promote horizontal cooperation in the region and to strengthen national bodies dedicated to coordinating efforts to combat child malnutrition,

RESOLVES:

1. To welcome with satisfaction the declaration of 2013 as the “International Year of Quinoa.”   
2. To invite member states and permanent observers to develop initiatives to heighten the public’s awareness of the nutritional, economic, environmental, and cultural properties of quinoa. 
3. To invite the organs, agencies and entities of the inter-American system to contribute, within their areas of competence and existing resources, to the efforts of the member states to reduce rates of malnutrition in the Hemisphere by providing support for food crops, among them, quinoa. 
4. To invite governments and relevant regional and international organizations to make voluntary contributions and provide other forms of support for the celebration of the “International Year of Quinoa,” and to invite nongovernmental organizations, other interested parties and the private sector to make voluntary contributions and support the celebration of that year. 
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