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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA REQUESTING INCLUSION OF THE ITEM “REPORT ON THE MARITIME PROBLEM OF BOLIVIA” ON THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT AGENDA AND SCHEDULE FOR THE
FORTY-SECOND REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

PERMANENT MISSION TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

OEA-CPAG-034-12
Washington, D.C., March 1, 2012

Excellency:


It is with great enthusiasm that under your outstanding leadership we, the member states of the Organization of American States, have set to work on the preparations for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization, which, much to the delight of the Government and people of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, will be held from June 3 to 5 this year, in the city of Cochabamba, Bolivia.


It is in that context, and in accordance with Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, that, through you, I request the Preparatory Committee for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly to accede to the inclusion of an item entitled “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda and schedule for the aforesaid regular session, bearing in mind the important antecedents that I describe below.

In the operative part of resolution AG/RES. 426 (IX-O/79), “Access by Bolivia to the Pacific Ocean,” of October 31, 1979, the General Assembly “recommend[ed] to the states most directly concerned with this problem that they open negotiations for the purpose of providing Bolivia with a free and sovereign territorial connection with the Pacific Ocean.  These negotiations shall take into account the rights and interests of the parties involved, and might consider, among other things, the inclusion of a port area for integrated multinational development, as well as the Bolivian proposal that no territorial compensation be included.”


Likewise, in the operative part of resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89), “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” of November 18, 1989, the General Assembly “reaffirm[ed] the importance of finding a solution to the maritime problem of Bolivia on the basis of what is mutually advantageous to the parties involved and their rights and interests, for better understanding, solidarity, and integration in the hemisphere, urging the parties to engage in dialogue and leaving the subject open for consideration at any of the next regular sessions of the General Assembly at the request of either of the parties concerned.”
His Excellency

Ambassador Duly Brutus

Permanent Representative of Haiti 

Chair of the Permanent Council and of the Preparatory Committee for the

Forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

Organization of American states (OAS)

Washington, D.C.


I wish to underscore that this request is made in keeping with the aforementioned resolutions, copies of which are enclosed herewith, since this is a matter of vital importance and permanent interest to the Government and people of the Plurinational State of Bolivia.

I avail myself of the opportunity to convey, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.


Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez

Permanent Representative of the

Plurinational State of Bolivia to

The Organization of American States
AG/RES. 426 (IX-O/79),

ACCESS BY BOLIVIA TO THE PACIFIC OCEAN

(Resolution adopted at the twelfth plenary session

held on October 31, 1979)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


In a spirit of fraternity, and with a view to the integration of the Americas,
DECLARES:


That it is of continuing hemispheric interest that an equitable solution be found whereby Bolivia will obtain appropriate sovereign access to the Pacific Ocean, and

CONSIDERING:


That it is necessary to achieve the foregoing objective and to consolidate a stable peace that will promote the economic and social progress of the area of the Americas directly affected by the consequences of the landlocked status of Bolivia, and

RESOLVES:


1.
To recommend to the states most directly concerned with this problem that they open negotiations for the purpose of providing Bolivia with a free and sovereign territorial connection with the Pacific Ocean. These negotiations shall take into account the rights and interests of the parties involved, and might consider, among other things, the inclusion of a port area for integrated multinational development, as well as the Bolivian proposal that no territorial compensation be included.


2.
To continue consideration of the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” at the next session of the General Assembly.

AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89),

REPORT ON THE MARITIME PROBLEM OF BOLIVIA
(Resolution adopted at the ninth plenary session

held on November 18, 1989)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 426 (IX-O/79) and subsequent resolutions, which declared that it was of permanent interest to the hemisphere that a solution be found to the maritime problem of Bolivia; and

CONSIDERING that the objectives indicated in the aforementioned resolutions must be accomplished in a spirit of American brotherhood and integration in order to achieve a harmonious solution that will promote economic and social progress in the area of the Americas directly affected by the consequences of Bolivia's land-locked status,
RESOLVES:


To reaffirm the importance of finding a solution to the maritime problem of Bolivia on the basis of what is mutually advantageous to the parties involved and their rights and interests, for better understanding, solidarity, and integration in the hemisphere, urging the parties to engage in dialogue and leaving the subject open for consideration at any of the next regular sessions of the General Assembly at the request of either of the parties concerned.
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