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Item 10 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS: 
RENEWAL OF THE HEMISPHERIC COMMITMENT TO FIGHT POVERTY IN THE REGION 

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development at its meeting of May 16, 2012)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10), and AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region”; 

The Report on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11), contained in document CP/doc.4720/12; and 

That the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes as one of the Organization’s essential purposes the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas; 

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter also states that poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy; and 

RECALLING the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas, the Declaration of Margarita on poverty, equity, and social inclusion, the Monterrey Consensus, and other pertinent OAS documents; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the elimination of extreme poverty is an essential part of the promotion and consolidation of the democratic framework and is the common and shared responsibility of the states of the Americas;
BEARING IN MIND that the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, adopted at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, and the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, reiterated their support for the objectives of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action; 

REAFFIRMING the moral and political commitment to combat poverty in the region; 

CONVINCED, therefore, of the pressing need to make all necessary efforts to advance more rapidly in preparing the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas; and 

CONSIDERING:

That the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty, and to submit the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration at its next session; 

That the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI was established in September 2005 to comply with that mandate; and 

That in October 2011 the Joint Working Group completed the negotiations on the preambular and operative sections of the draft Social Charter of the Americas (AG/doc.5242/12), 

RESOLVES:

1. To welcome with satisfaction the completion of the negotiations on the preambular and operative sections of the draft Social Charter of the Americas.
2. To adopt the Social Charter of the Americas as set out in document AG/doc.5242/12.
3. To instruct the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to conclude negotiations on a draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.
4. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to prepare the proposed draft Plan of Action, conceived for the attainment of specific, feasible goals, on the basis of the preambular and operative sections of the Social Charter of the Americas and taking into account the existing mandates related to its structure, with a view to its presentation to the member states for consideration no later than August 31, 2012.
5. To adopt the provisions and regulations established by the Permanent Council for its subsidiary organs, so as to enable the Joint Working Group to operate and elect its officers.
6. To request the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to present the results of the work of the Joint Working Group to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.
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