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Item 81 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM

OF JUDICIAL FACILITATORS

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


The Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the American Convention on Human Rights, with regard to access to justice; 

That expanding access to justice is fundamental for the full exercise of human rights and democratic governance; likewise, it is essential for successful citizen security strategies and for the elimination of poverty and inequality; 

The work performed free of charge by judicial facilitators, who render assistance to justice administration bodies, inform the population about legal norms, provide advice, and facilitate friendly settlements as allowed by law; and
That the Program strengthens national justice administration systems, helps prevent crime and violence, promotes a culture for the peaceful resolution of conflicts with legal relevance, and lessens litigation in conflict situations; 

CONSIDERING:

The successful implementation of National Judicial Facilitator Services in Argentina, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and Paraguay by means of agreements between their judicial bodies and the OAS General Secretariat through its Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators,

RESOLVES:


1.
To support the work of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators in helping judicial bodies and other institutions involved in the administration of justice establish National Judicial Facilitator Services and in training judicial personnel. 

2.
To invite the member states and permanent observers to make voluntary contributions to support the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.
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3.
To urge the General Secretariat to continue assisting member states that ask to establish National Judicial Facilitator Services and to train their judicial personnel through the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.
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