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I. GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION


Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly states that representatives of nongovernmental organizations that express an interest in doing so may attend the General Assembly as special guests, subject to the authorization of the Permanent Council and the consent of the government of the country where the Assembly session is being held. Requests to attend General Assembly sessions as special guests must be presented to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States at least 30 days in advance of the opening of the Assembly session.


For that purpose, the General Secretariat gives widespread dissemination to an invitation to civil society organizations within the framework of regional integration processes in the Americas to inform them of the upcoming General Assembly and the guidelines for participation in advance thereof. For workers’ organizations, the invitation is made through the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (CSA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), which internally select their representatives and spokespersons, with assistance from the General Secretariat. Similarly, the invitation to the private sector and the selection of its participants are made through the hemispheric and subregional organizations representing that sector. 

After verifying that the organizations meet the requirements set out in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” the General Secretariat prepares a list of the nongovernmental organizations that have expressed an interest in attending as guests and presents it to the Permanent Council for authorization and to the government of the host country for its consent.


Following the Permanent Council’s decision, the General Secretariat sends invitations to the nongovernmental organizations. Approximately 240 representatives of 120 civil society organizations, 20 representatives of workers’ organizations, and 20 representatives of private-sector organizations from all the region’s countries are expected to attend the General Assembly.

II. BACKGROUND TO THE DIALOGUES BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION AND OAS SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF CIVIL SOCIETY, WORKERS, AND PRIVATE SECTOR 


The Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation and Secretary General with the representatives of civil society has been held since 2003. It was institutionalized by means of resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), and it has been supported by every regular session of the General Assembly since 2003. The Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations is responsible for coordinating the participation of civil society organizations at the General Assembly. 


In resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), the General Assembly agreed to invite workers’ representatives from each of the OAS member states, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice, to hold a dialogue with the ministers of foreign affairs prior to the inaugural session of the OAS General Assembly, in order for them to offer the member states recommendations and proposals related to the topic of the General Assembly. The Department of Social Development and Employment, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development is responsible for coordinating the participation of the workers’ representatives at the General Assembly, in collaboration with the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (CSA).


As regards the private sector, in resolution AG/RES. 2244 (XXXVI-O/06), the OAS member states agreed “to continue supporting the dialogue with the ministers of foreign affairs before the inaugural sessions of the OAS General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that the private sector may make recommendations, including proposals for initiatives related to the topic of the Assembly or Summit and directed at the member states and the OAS.” The Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development coordinates the participation of the private-sector representatives at the General Assembly, in conjunction with hemispheric and subregional private-sector organizations. 

III. DESCRIPTION OF THE DIALOGUE OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION AND SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WORKERS, PRIVATE SECTOR, CIVIL SOCIETY, AND SOCIAL ACTORS


The aim of the Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation and Secretary General with the Representatives of the Workers, Private Sector, Civil Society, and Social Actors is to provide the representatives of the different social groups with an opportunity to present their recommendations on the central topic of the General Assembly, “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas,” and on the inter-American agenda, for consideration by the heads of delegation of the member states and the OAS Secretary General. 


This year, in order to rationalize the General Assembly’s schedule, streamline the agendas of the member states’ delegations, ensure increased and higher level participation by delegations, and create synergies between the different groups of social actors, a three-hour dialogue, with the participation of the representatives of civil society, workers, and private sector, has been proposed.


The Dialogue will be held at the General Assembly venue on June 3, 2012, from 9:00 am to 12 noon, and it will be moderated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia, David Choquehuanca. After welcoming addresses by the Secretary General of the OAS and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia, thirty minutes will be allocated for a first round of five-minute statements by two civil society representatives, two workers’ representatives, and two representatives of the private sector.


At the end of this first round of remarks, the heads of delegation of the member states will be given forty minutes in which to address the social actors’ recommendations; that will be followed by a second round of interventions by two representatives of the private sector, two workers’ representatives, and three representatives of civil society, lasting forty-five minutes. After this second round of remarks by the social actors, the heads of delegation will once again be given the floor to share their comments and thoughts, following which the Dialogue will conclude at midday. The Draft Schedule can be found in Annex 1.

Annex 1

DIALOGUE OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATION AND SECRETARY GENERAL 
WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WORKERS, PRIVATE SECTOR, 
CIVIL SOCIETY, AND SOCIAL ACTORS

DRAFT SCHEDULE

Date:
Sunday, June 3, 2012

Time:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Place:
Hotel Regina Resort y Convenciones, Tiquipaya, Room B 
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Moderator of the Dialogue: David Choquehuanca, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia

9:00 – 9:10
Welcoming addresses

· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States

· David Choquehuanca, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia

9:10 – 9:45
Thoughts and recommendations on the topic of the General Assembly (first round)

· Remarks by two representatives of civil society (10 – 12 min)

· Remarks by two workers’ representatives (10 – 12 min)

· Remarks by two representatives of the private sector (10 – 12 min)

9:45 – 10:30
Comments by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs

10:30 – 11:10
Thoughts and recommendations on the topic of the General Assembly (second round)

· Remarks by two representatives of the private sector (10 – 12 min)

· Remarks by two workers’ representatives (10 - 12 min)

· Remarks by three representatives of civil society (15 - 17 min)

11:10 – 11:50 
Comments by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs
11:50 – 12:00 
Closing addresses
· Officials of the OAS and of the Government of Bolivia (to be determined)
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