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The Permanent Mission of Mexico presents its compliments to the Chair of the working group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.


In that connection, this Mission kindly requests inclusion of the following discussion items on the agenda for the Special Meeting of the Working Group:

· Article 1.1  (Chapter I.  Definition and scope of application of the Convention [Overview]):  Include the discussion item:  Relationship between “any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference” and the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms, in order to engage in debate on the relationship existing between discrimination (and its forms) and the recognition, enjoyment or exericse of human rights.

· Regarding Chapter IV:  Introduce debate on Article 8, from which may arise a description of the administrative measures that may actively be taken to eliminate discrimination, intolerance, and racism, including the need for equal access to education of quality at all levels.

The Permanent Mission of Mexico avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., October 6, 2008
Organization of American States

Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a
   Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism
   and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
Washington, D.C.
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