PAGE  
- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAJP/INF.154/12 add. 1


1 March 2012

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish/English
REPORT PRESENTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE OAS SECRETARIAT FOR LEGAL AFFAIRS, 
DR. JORGE GARCÍA GONZÁLEZ
[AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-O/11):  "Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers 
or Attorneys General of the Americas"]
(Considered by the CAJP at its meeting held on February 24, 2012)
REPORT PRESENTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE OAS SECRETARIAT FOR LEGAL AFFAIRS, JORGE GARCÍA GONZÁLEZ

[AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-O/11):  "Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas"]

(Considered by the CAJP at its meeting held on February 24, 2012)

I. BACKGROUND

The REMJA process (Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas) is governed by the "Document of Washington," adopted at REMJA VII, held in this city in 2008.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Document of Washington, which covers the practice that had been in place since previously, with regard to this process, the REMJAs are held every two years and between REMJAs the Technical Secretariat and the states move forward in implementing the recommendations, through a variety of activities, including preparing for and holding meetings of the REMJA working groups and other technical meetings.

REMJA working group meetings and technical meetings are held sufficiently ahead of the respective REMJA meeting to allow both the states and the Technical Secretariat to move forward, between meetings, in implementing the recommendations of the previous REMJA.

Against this background, below is a progress report on developments since REMJA VIII, held in Brazil in 2010, and in particular on the process of preparing for the working group meetings and for REMJA IX, in relation to matters that fall to the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.

II. CYBER-CRIME

Firstly, with respect to cooperation to combat cyber-crime, the Seventh REMJA Working Group Meeting on Cyber-Crime was successfully staged at OAS headquarters, on February 6 and 7, 2012. The recommendations adopted by the Working Group at this Seventh Meeting (document CIBER-VII/doc.6/12 rev. 1) can be found online on the Inter-American Cooperation Portal on Cyber-Crime, at:  www.oas.org/juridico/PDFs/VIIcyb_recom_sp.pdf. 

Subregional training workshops were also being developed and conducted under the leadership of the Chair of the REMJA Working Group on Cyber-Crime, under the purview of the United States Department of Justice, with financial support from that government. 

Thus, since REMJA VIII, the following subregional training workshops have been held in the countries and on the dates indicated below: 

· Mexico City, Mexico, June 2010

· Lima, Peru, late August 2010

· St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda, December 2010

· Miami, United States, May 2011

· Bogota, Colombia, November 2011

These subregional training workshops are also expected to continue in 2012 for the countries of Central America and the Dominican Republic and the Anglophone Caribbean and Haiti, respectively.
The subregional workshop for Central American states and the Dominican Republic will be held in Guatemala City, from March 27 to 29, 2012 and will focus on training in cyber-crime investigation techniques.

In this area, we have continued to maintain the Inter-American Cooperation Portal on Cyber-Crime, through the OAS website.

III. MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS AND EXTRADITION

As regards cooperation in the area of mutual legal assistance and extradition, we continue making progress in implementing the recommendations of the REMJA, in relation to both the Network on Criminal Matters and the process of cooperation among authorities in this area.

In relation to the Network on Criminal Matters, we have continued to maintain and update the public and private components, supporting the authorities involved in the secure communication components, as well. Implementation of the pilot phase of secure videoconferencing was also embarked on. A report thereon is expected at the meeting of the Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, and, subsequently, at REMJA IX.

Proposed documents
/ were also prepared for consideration at the next meeting of the Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, which has been convened by the Permanent Council through resolution CP/RES. 997 (1832/11) and will be held in Asunción, Paraguay, from May 29-31, 2012.

IV. REMJA IX

In order to facilitate due progress on the fulfillment of the various mandates from REMJA VIII pursuant to the provisions of the Document of Washington, REMJA IX is expected to be held in the second half of 2012. Sufficiently ahead of the date established for it to be held, in accordance with the Document of Washington, preparatory meetings should be held, under the REMJA Chairmanship, to agree on the draft agenda and draft schedule, as well as on the draft conclusions and recommendations of REMJA IX.
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�.	Proposed Protocol to the Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters concerning the Use of New Communication Technologies and Videoconference Hearings; 2) Proposed model bilateral agreement on joint investigations and/or coordinated special investigation techniques; and 3) Proposed model bilateral agreement on recognition of arrest warrants.





