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DRAFT RESOLUTION

RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MEDIA

(Proposed by the delegations)
	UNITED STATES
	BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA


	
O.P. 7  To reaffirm that, given the universal, indivisible, interrelated, interdependent, and mutually reinforcing nature of all human rights, freedom of thought and expression must be compatible with the effective exercise of, and respect for, the other human rights, in particular those related to the protection of people’s honor, private life, intimacy, image, confidentiality, and reputation as well as access to timely, reliable, impartial and uncensored information.

O.P. 8  To reaffirm that free and independent media are fundamental for democracy, for the promotion of pluralism, tolerance, and freedom of thought and expression, and for the facilitation of dialogue and debate, free and open to all segments of society, without discrimination of any kind and recognizing the right of all groups and individuals to be different.


O.P. 9  To urge member states to promote a pluralistic approach to information and multiple points of view by fostering full exercise of freedom of thought and expression, access to the media, democratization of ownership of the media, and diversity in the ownership of media outlets and sources of information, through, inter alia, transparent licensing systems and, as appropriate, effective regulations to prevent the undue concentration of media ownership.


O.P. 10  To urge member states to consider the importance of including, in their domestic legal systems, rules about the establishment of alternative or community media and safeguards to ensure that they are able to operate independently, so as to democratize and broaden the dissemination of information and opinions, thereby strengthening freedom of expression.


O.P. 16  To request the Permanent Council  to hold a Meeting of National Authorities in this field with a view to exchanging experiences and information and engaging in political dialogue among the member states regarding new trends and debates to do with freedom of thought and expression, the importance of the media in the Hemisphere, and the right to information as a fundamental right of peoples. Invitees to that meeting will include members of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, including the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, and experts from the member states, all for the purpose of sharing their experiences with these issues. 


O.P. 17  To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee, in its capacity as an advisory body of the Organization  regarding legal matters of an international nature, to research and analyze the important role played, in guaranteeing freedom of thought and expression  and citizens’ right to information, by media that perform their functions responsibly and abide by strict ethical and professional principles.
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