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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF THE SPEAKERS

General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2665 (XLI-O/11), “Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas,” instructs the Permanent Council to emphasize, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and with support from the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat and technical and financial cooperation as may be provided by the UNHCR, the topic of statelessness in its promotional and training activities, particularly in view of the fact that 2011 marks the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.
Biographical sketches of the speakers:
· Mark Manly, Head of Statelessness Unit, UNHCR

Mark Manly has worked with the Statelessness Unit in UNHCR's Division of International Protection since 2006.  Previously, he worked with UNHCR in Colombia and the Regional Legal Unit in Costa Rica.  Before joining UNHCR he worked as a human rights officer with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe Mission in Kosovo and the UN Human Rights Verification Mission in Guatemala.  He has an LL.M in international human rights law from the University of Essex, UK.
· Laura van Wass, Senior Researcher and Manager of the Statelessness Programme, Tilburg Law School, the Netherlands


Dr. Laura van Waas is Senior Researcher and Manager of the Statelessness Programme, an initiative of Tilburg Law School in the Netherlands which is dedicated to research, training and outreach on statelessness and related issues. Among the Statelessness Programme’s current projects are an 18-month research project on statelessness in the Middle East, a study of the protection regime for stateless people in the Netherlands and a range of teaching and training activities, including a Statelessness Summer Course (July 2012). Ms. Van Wass is the author of Nationality Matters – Statelessness under International Law (2008), an in-depth analysis of the international normative framework relating to statelessness. She has also worked for UNHCR on several successive statelessness projects:  drafting public information materials, developing training programmes and delivering training on statelessness, and undertaking comparative regional research of statelessness situations.
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