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By resolution AG/RES. 2665 (XLI-O/11), “Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas,” the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and with support from the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat and such technical and financial cooperation as may be provided by the UNHCR, to emphasize the topic of statelessness in its promotional and training activities, particularly in view of the fact that 2011 marked the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. Pursuant to that mandate, the CAJP decided, at its regular meeting on December 15, 2011, to hold a “Course on Fundamental Elements for Identification and Protection of Stateless Persons and Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness in the Americas.”

Schedule:

9:00 – 9:30 a.m.

Registration of participants

9:30 – 10:00 a.m.
OPENING CEREMONY
· Minister Counsellor Mayerlyn Cordero, First Vice Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS
· Representative of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

· Department of International Law of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs

10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
I.
Content of the statelessness conventions

Dr. Laura van Waas (LLM, PhD), Senior Researcher and Manager of the Statelessness Programme, Tilburg Law School, The Netherlands
10:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Question-and-answer session

11:00 – 11:30 a.m.
II.
Pending amendments to laws to prevent and reduce statelessness

Dr. Mark Manly, Head of Statelessness Unit, Division of International Protection, Office of the UNHCR

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Question-and-answer session 

***

2:30 – 3:00 p.m.
III.
Procedures for determining statelessness status




Dr. Laura van Waas
3:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Question-and-answer session

3:30 – 4:00 p.m.
IV.
Strengthening civil registries




Dr. Mark Manly
4:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Question-and-answer session

4:30 – 5:00 p.m.
ClOSING CEREMONY
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�.	Resolution AG/RES. 2665 (XLI-O/11), “Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas.”





