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Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency and to bring to your attention the Dominican delegation’s position regarding certain matters related to the tasks of the Working Group (WG) on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).
Name of the Working Group
As we have said at meetings of the Working Group, our delegation considers that the name of the WG should reflect the mandate assigned by our Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the last General Assembly session. Accordingly, we suggest that it be called:  “Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).”
Selection of the Executive Secretary of the IACHR
The delegation of the Dominican Republic values some of the elements put forward in the draft reform of Article 11 of the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR:  prior to convening of a public competition; short-listing of several finalists from among the applicants; public knowledge of each finalist’s curriculum vitae, which will be posted on the OAS website for one month prior to the final selection in order to receive observations on the candidates; and the election of the Executive Secretary to serve for a period of four years, renewable once.
His Excellency

Hugo de Zela,

Chair of the Working Group

On the Workings of the IACHR,

Organization of American States,

Washington, D.C.
The Dominican delegation considers that the procedure for selecting the Executive Secretary should not be addressed in the “Rules of Procedure of the IACHR,” bur rather in the “General Standards.” All the member states and the Commissioners agree that the Secretary General of the OAS is empowered to appoint the Executive Secretary of the IACHR and that it should be the General Secretariat that establishes the procedure to appoint him or her.
The view taken by our delegation is that the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR cannot govern any of the powers of the Secretary General; in other words, the power of the Secretary General to appoint the Executive Secretary of the IACHR must be regulated in the same document in which all his other powers are regulated:  in the “General Standards.” Our position is that, with respect to the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, the Commission’s Rules of Procedure should stay as they are: clearly regulating, in its internal sphere, the composition of the Executive Secretariat, the powers of the Executive Secretary, and the functions of the Secretariat. Therefore, we should not set about changing the text of the draft reform of the IACHR nor try to turn it into something that it is not. In the opinion of the Dominican delegation, the intention and contents of that reform violate the Charter of the Organization, the American Convention on Human Rights, and the Statute of the IACHR.
Other topics to be addressed in the Working Group
We suggest that the matter of the independence and autonomy of the IACHR be placed on the agenda of the WG. Our Secretary General already alluded to this matter in one of his talks with the WG. Our delegation considers that it is very important to include this topic in order to achieve a clear understanding of the independence and autonomy of the IACHR within its sphere of competence, because evidently there are differing interpretations to be found among the various actors making up the inter-American human rights system, particularly the IACHR Secretariat and the member states.
With regard to the above, I request that a copy of this note kindly be distributed to the other permanent missions, for their information and purposes.
I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to Your Excellency renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Virgilio Alcántara


Ambassador, Permanent Representative
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