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Item 75 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION
INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the regular meeting held on May 27, 2010 
and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly as it pertains to the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) [(AG/doc.    /10)];
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution [AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIX-O/09)], “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that 2009 marked the 10th anniversary of the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00), which state that “[i]n order to bear fruit, civil society participation must be oriented by a clear and yet flexible regulatory framework.  Such flexibility is achieved by way of periodic review of participation in OAS activities.  These Guidelines thus represent a further step toward enhancing civil society participation in OAS activities”;

RECALLING that participation by civil society and other social actors in OAS activities should take place in a context of close collaboration between the political and institutional bodies of the Organization and in implementation of the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States and resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which requested “the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and, if appropriate, to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities”;

CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas Process encourages full participation by civil society and other social actors and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and that more recently, through resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States,” the ministers of foreign affairs agreed to hold a dialogue with workers’ representatives, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice, prior to the inaugural sessions of the General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summit of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognizes the pivotal role the OAS plays in coordinating civil society participation in the Summits process;

UNDERSCORING that, in paragraph 94 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, the Heads of State and Government committed “to continue encouraging the participation of our peoples, through the engagement of our citizens, communities and civil society in the design and execution of development policies and programmes, by providing technical and financial assistance, as appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation to strengthen and build their capacity to participate more fully in the inter-American system”; 
/
RECOGNIZING the efforts being made by the host country of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to encourage, promote, and facilitate the participation of civil society and of social actors in the preparatory activities for the Sixth Summit of the Americas and at the Summit itself;


CONSIDERING that Articles 6 and 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter state, respectively, that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development.  This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy” and that “[t]he OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;

NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), for the purpose of supporting participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue among heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly as a regular activity before the inaugural session, as established in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);
NOTING ALSO:

The contributions and recommendations received from civil society organizations and other social actors during the preparatory phase, the activities immediately preceding the Summit, as well as the contributions that they provide in follow up to the commitments and in the process of implementation of the Fifth Summit of the Americas;

The recommendations of the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society, held in Washington, D.C., on May 5 and 6, 2010, on the theme of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, “Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas,” and the special meeting of the CISC on strengthening dialogue with civil society held on May 6, 2009; and

RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in consolidating democracy in all member states,
RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment and will of the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for civil society participation in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process.
2. To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”

3.
To instruct the Permanent Council and the member states to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of civil society and of all social actors in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities developed by the OAS, [in accordance with the domestic legislation of the member states, ad referendum USA] and pursuant to their international commitments and obligations in the area of the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental liberties, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

4. To continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” 

5.
To encourage all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, in order to sustain and promote the effective participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including the dialogue among heads of delegation, the Secretary General, and representatives of civil society organizations.
6. To continue to urge member states to:

a. [image: image2.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas; and

b. Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

7. To encourage member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states.

8.
To recognize the efforts of Peru as host country for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions.
9. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy.
10.
To instruct the member states to continue analyzing the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1), and request the Permanent Council to consider the final draft in order to promote a coordinated approach that facilitates civil society participation in OAS activities.
11.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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Item 54 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SEVENTH INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED CONFERENCE
ON PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the regular meeting held on May 27, 2010 and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly as it pertains to the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII) (AG/doc.    );

RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1923 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2033 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2065 (XXXV-O/05), and AG/RES. 2217 (XXXVI-O/06), which, respectively, convened CIDIP-VII, analyzed member state proposals for CIDIP-VII, selected Consumer Protection and Secured Transaction Registries as the two topics for its agenda, and established its methodology and preparatory work, as well as resolutions AG/RES. 2285 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2401 (XXXVIII-O/08); and AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09);

[RECALLING ALSO CIDIP-VII/RES. 1/09, which adopted the Model Registry Regulations under the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions;] [US PROPOSAL]

RECALLING [FURTHERMORE] [US PROPOSAL] [US TO DELETE: ALSO] that the CIDIP process is the principal component element of the Organization of American States (OAS) for the development and harmonization of private international law in the Hemisphere, through which 27 26 inter-American instruments have been adopted; and

[HAVING SEEN the Report of the Coordinator of the Informal Working Group to Draft the Final Document(s) on Consumer Protection (CP/CAJP-2874/10),  pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09) and the final act of the CIDIP-VII Diplomatic Conference on the issue of Secured Transactions, CIDIP-VII/doc.9/09 rev. 2;] [US PROPOSAL]

CONSIDERING:

[That in the area of consumer protection, the Government of Brazil has proposed a draft Convention on Applicable Law; the Government of Canada, a Draft Model Law on Jurisdiction and Applicable Law; and the Government of the United States, a Legislative Guide and Model Laws on Monetary Redress;] [US PROPOSAL]

[The important work undertaken by the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the issue of consumer protection, particularly documents CJI/doc.288/08 rev. 1, “Status of the Consumer Protection Negotiations at the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)” and CJI/doc.309/08, “Towards the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law – CIDIP-VII,” and resolution CJI/RES. 144 (LXXII-O/08), “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)”;] [US PROPOSAL]

[US PROPOSES TO DELETE FROM HERE] [That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES 2065 (XXXV-O/05), formally adopted the following agenda for CIDIP-VII:

I.
Consumer Protection: Applicable law, jurisdiction, and monetary redress (Conventions and Model Laws);

II.
Secured transactions: Electronic registers for implementation of the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions;

CONSIDERING, WITH RESPECT TO TOPIC I, “CONSUMER PROTECTION”:

That in the area of consumer protection, the Government of Brazil has proposed a draft Convention on Applicable Law Legislation;, the Government of Canada, a Draft Model Law on Jurisdiction and Applicable Law Legislation;, and the Government of the United States, a Model Law on Monetary Redress Legislative Guidelines and Model Legislation on Monetary Redress;

That resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09) instructed the Permanent Council to establish a working group to finalize the draft final document(s) on consumer protection;

That the CAJP established the aforementioned working group, as an informal body, elected a coordinator for that informal group, and established a revised methodology and a revised schedule;

That the delegation of Brazil submitted a revised proposal, entitled “BUENOS AIRES PROPOSAL,” which was a joint proposal of that government with the governments of Argentina and Paraguay and a simplified version of the Brazilian final proposed Inter-American Convention on Consumer Law Applicable to Certain Contracts and International Consumer Transactions, document CP/CAJP-2652/08 add. 4 corr.1;

That the United States delegation submitted a revised version of its proposal, consisting of Legislative Guidelines for Inter-American Law on Availability of Consumer Dispute Resolution and Redress for Consumers, along with four accompanying Model Laws, the first on Electronic Resolution of Cross-Border e-Commerce Consumer Disputes; the second on  Consumer Payment Card Claims; the third on Small Claims; and the fourth on Government Redress including at the cross-border level, contained in document CP/CAJP-2652/08 add. 1 rev. 1;

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09), the informal working group held five teleconferences between November 2009 and April 2010, in order for Brazil, Canada, and the United States to present their proposals and to give all delegations an opportunity to present their positions on the aforementioned proposals; 

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09), the informal working group held an in-person meeting on May 6, 2010, to clear up any doubts and bring the delegations’ positions on the negotiation process closer together; 

That on May __, 2010 the coordinator of the informal working group presented his progress report on the negotiations, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09), document CP/CAJP-XXXX/10; 

That, according to the report presented by the coordinator of the informal working group, most of the delegations stated their understanding that the “Buenos Aires Proposal” was ready to be discussed at the CIDIP-VII on the issue of Consumer Protection, which should be convened as soon as possible.

That the Government of Brazil offered to host CIDIP-VII on Issue I, in Brasilia, from November 24 to 26, 2010, to consider and approve the draft final document or documents on consumer protection; and

That it would be advisable, to that end, to establish a formal working group comprising member states representatives and national experts, in order to finalize the negotiations on the final document of CIDIP-VII on Consumer Protection, to ensure completion of the negotiating process as a matter of necessity before the aforementioned Brasilia conference, scheduled to be held from November 24 to 26, 2010;

That, furthermore, according to the report submitted by the coordinator of the informal working group, most countries considered the other proposals, submitted respectively by Canada and the United States, as needing more time to be considered, and that they could be dealt with at a future CIDIP.

The important work undertaken by the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the issue of consumer protection, particularly That the Inter-American Juridical Committee presented important work on the issue of consumer protection, particularly documents CJI/doc.288/08 rev. 1, “Status of the Consumer Protection Negotiations at the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)” and CJI/doc.309/08, “Towards the Seventh The Road to the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law – CIDIP-VII,” and resolution CJI/RES. 144 (LXXII-O/08), “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)”;

CONSIDERING, WITH RESPECT TO TOPIC II: “SECURED TRANSACTIONS”: 

That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 2401 (XXXVIII-O/08), decided to establish a Working Group on the issue of Secured Transactions, headed by the delegations of Canada, Mexico, and the United States, to finalize the preparatory work on the subject: 

That the members of the aforementioned working group met informally by teleconference, between June 2008 and March 2009, to finalize the Draft OAS Model Registry  Regulations under the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions; 

That in the area of registries of secured transactions, the Permanent Council adopted the model regulations of registries prepared by the member states, and convened a three-day meeting of CIDIP-VII to be held at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C., from October 7 to 9, 2009; 

That the Draft Model Regulations were formally presented to the Permanent Council in March 2009 and considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in March and April 2009; 

That the Permanent Council approved the Draft Model Regulations on a preliminary basis and convened a meeting of CIDIP-VII for its consideration and final approval; 

That, to that end, the General Assembly convened, through resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09), a CIDIP-VII Diplomatic Conference on the issue of Secured Transactions, which took place at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., from October 7 to 9, 2009 and the Final Act of which was signed by the delegations accredited to the Conference and contained in the document CIDIP-VII/doc.9/09 rev. 2;
That the aforementioned Diplomatic Conference decided to adopt the Model Regulations, through resolution CIDIP-VII/RES. 1/09; and 

That it is hoped that the enactment at the national level of the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions and its Model Regulations by the member states of the Organization will significantly reduce the cost of loans, facilitate international trade in the region, and assist and promote small- and medium-sized business throughout the Hemisphere;

HAVING SEEN the report of the Coordinator of the Informal Working Group on the issue of Consumer Protection, document CP/CAJP-XXXX/10, and the final act of the CIDIP-VII Diplomatic Conference on the issue of Secured Transactions, CIDIP-VII/doc.9/09 rev. 2 document.] [US PROPOSES TO DELETE UNTIL HERE]

RESOLVES:

1.
To thank the working groups on consumer protection and secured transaction registries of the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP) for their efforts.  In the future they will be composed of government officials or representatives appointed by the states. 

1. To [welcome the adoption of the Model Registry Regulations under the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions at] [US PROPOSAL] [US PROPOSAL TO DELETE: salute] the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law [held October 7-9, 2009 at OAS headquarters.] [US PROPOSES TO END PARAGRAPH HERE] for the positive results relating to the TOPIC II: Secured Transactions. 

2. To recommend that the member states of the Organization of American States adopt laws that are in conformity with the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions approved by CIDIP-VI, as well as administrative rules that comply with the Model Regulations for the Registration approved by CIDIP-VII . 

3. To thank the Informal Working Group on Consumer Protection for its efforts.

4. [US PROPOSES TO DELETE PARAGRAPH 4] To set the dates of November 24 to 26, 2010 for CIDIP-VII on Consumer Protection, which is to be held in Brasilia, Brazil.

4 bis.
[US PROPOSAL] To instruct the working group established pursuant to AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09) to continue its discussions with a view to completing the draft final document or documents on consumer protection.  To that end, the General Secretariat will provide support for the Working Group to:

a. Organize and hold three five-day meetings at OAS headquarters, beginning as soon as possible, to allow the Working Group to complete its work on the final draft document or documents on consumer protection; and

b. Organize and hold as many teleconferences as the member states deem advisable; 

c. The Working Group shall submit to the Permanent Council the results of its efforts when concluded.

5. [US PROPOSES TO DELETE PARAGRAPH 5] To instruct the Permanent Council to establish a formal working group comprising representatives of member states and national experts, in order to finalize the negotiations on the Draft Inter-American Convention on Law Applicable to Certain Contracts and International Consumer Transactions ("Buenos Aires Proposal"), to ensure completion of the negotiating process as a matter of necessity before the aforementioned Brasilia conference, scheduled to be held from November 24 to 26, 2010;.

5 bis.
[US PROPOSAL] To instruct the Permanent Council, after consideration of the Working Group’s report referred to in the preceding paragraph, to set the dates for CIDIP-VII on consumer protection once the experts complete their preparatory work on the final draft document or documents.  If the Permanent Council does not set the dates for CIDIP-VII, the Working Group will continue its work and present another progress report to the Permanent Council before the 41st Regular Session of the General Assembly. 

2. To instruct the Permanent Council to set up a working group made up of government officials and representatives of interested member states with a view to completing the draft final document or documents on consumer protection.  To that end, the General Secretariat will provide support for the Working Group to:

d. Organize and hold teleconferences, beginning as soon as possible and not later than July 2009, to allow the Working Group to complete the work on the final draft document or documents; and

e. Organize and hold a meeting of the Working Group, no later than November 2009, at a venue and on a date to be determined by the Permanent Council. 

The Working Group shall submit to the Permanent Council, by January 31, 2010, a progress report on the negotiations. 

3.
To instruct the Permanent Council, after consideration of the Working Group’s report referred to in the preceding paragraph, to set the dates for CIDIP-VII on consumer protection once the experts complete their preparatory work on the final draft document or documents.  If the Permanent Council does not set the dates for CIDIP-VII, the Working Group will continue its work and present another progress report, by May 15, 2010. 

6. [To recommend that the Permanent Council establish a separate working group to continue negotiations on the Canadian proposal for a “Model Legislation on Jurisdiction and Applicable Law on consumer contracts,” and on the proposal of the delegation of the United States for “Legislative Guidelines for Inter-American Law on Availability of Consumer Dispute Resolution and Redress for Consumers with its annexes (Model Law on Electronic Resolution of Cross-Border e-Commerce Consumer Disputes, and Model Law on Government Redress, including across borders), so that they can be discussed at a future CIDIP.] [US PROPOSES TO DELETE PARAGRAPH 6]

7. To instruct the Permanent Council to allocate the necessary resources from the Regular Fund program-budget to cover the expenses for the preparatory work [necessary to conclude discussions] [US PROPOSAL] on the topic of consumer protection called for in this resolution[.], [US PROPOSES TO END TEXT HERE] as well as the costs involved in organizing CIDIP-VII, which is to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, in November 2010.

4.
         To instruct the Permanent Council to allocate funds from the Regular Fund program-budget to cover the costs of the CIDIP-VII meeting to be held this October at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, as well as to cover the expenses for the preparatory work on the topic of consumer protection called for in this resolution.

8. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

5.        To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources..
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Item 53 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION
RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MEDIA
(Presented by the Delegation of the United States of America)

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the regular meeting held on May 27, 2010 and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.4992/09 and addenda);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2237 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2287 (XXXVII-O/07), and AG/RES. 2434 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media”;

UNDERSCORING the Declaration of Santo Domingo:  Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society [AG/DEC. 46 (XXXVI-O/06)], adopted on June 6, 2006;

RECALLING that the right to freedom of thought and expression, which includes the freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, is recognized in Article IV of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights, the Inter-American Democratic Charter (including in Article 4), the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and other international instruments and national constitutions, as well as in United Nations General Assembly resolution 59 (I) and resolution 104 of the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO);

RECALLING ALSO that Article IV of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man states that “[e]very person has the right to freedom of investigation, of opinion, and of the expression and dissemination of ideas, by any medium whatsoever”;

RECALLING FURTHER that Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights states that:

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought and expression. This right includes freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing, in print, in the form of art, or through any other medium of one’s choice.

2. The exercise of the right provided for in the foregoing paragraph shall not be subject to prior censorship but shall be subject to subsequent imposition of liability, which shall be expressly established by law to the extent necessary to ensure:

a. Respect for the rights or reputations of others; or
b. The protection of national security, public order, or public health or morals.
3. The right of expression may not be restricted by indirect methods or means, such as the abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in the dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the communication and circulation of ideas and opinions.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2 above, public entertainments may be subject by law to prior censorship for the sole purpose of regulating access to them for the moral protection of childhood and adolescence.

5. Any propaganda for war and any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that constitute incitements to lawless violence or to any other similar action against any person or group of persons on any grounds including those of race, color, religion, language, or national origin shall be considered as offenses punishable by law;


BEARING IN MIND principles 10 and 11 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), of 2000, which refer to the decriminalization of “desacato” (offensive expressions directed at public officials);

RECALLING the relevant volumes of the annual reports of the IACHR for 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 on freedom of expression, as well as the comments by member states during meetings at which said reports were presented;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions 2004/42 and 2005/38, “The Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression,” of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights; and

RECALLING the significance of the studies and contributions approved by UNESCO regarding the contribution of the media to strengthening peace, tolerance, and international understanding, to promoting human rights, and to countering racism and incitement to war,

BEARING IN MIND the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), of 2000, and subsequent reports and recommendations of the IACHR, and its Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, on freedom of expression in the region; (combined and condensed)

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2523 (XXXIX-O/09) and previous General Assembly resolutions on “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media”; (updated and condensed)

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution A/HRC/12/L.14/Rev.1, “Freedom of Opinion and Expression,” of the United Nations Human Rights Council; and (updated)

CONCERNED about recent trends in the region, such as restrictions by some governments on the free operation of news media, arrests of prominent individuals for expressing opinions,  harassment and other intimidation, as well as assassinations of journalists and others who express controversial opinions, (new)

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the right to freedom of thought and expression and to call upon member states to respect and ensure respect for this right, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the relevant the international human rights instruments to which they are party, including the American Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, inter alia;

2. To reaffirm that freedom of thought and expression and dissemination of ideas are fundamental and essential components for the exercise of democracy;

3. To urge member states to safeguard, within the framework of the international instruments to which they are party, respect for freedom of expression in the media, including radio and television, and, in particular, respect for the editorial independence and freedom of the media;

4. To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the American Convention on Human Rights;

5. To call upon all member states to respect and ensure the right to freedom of thought and expression, and to create the necessary conditions for that purpose, including ensuring that relevant national legislation complies with international human rights obligations, is implemented appropriately and effectively, and does not allow for the manipulation of regulatory and legal authorities to suppress free speech. (new) 
6. To reaffirm that free and independent media are fundamental for democracy, for the promotion of pluralism, tolerance, and freedom of thought and expression, and for the facilitation of dialogue and debate, free and open to all segments of society, without discrimination of any kind;

7. To urge member states to promote a pluralistic approach to information and multiple points of view by fostering full exercise of freedom of thought and expression, access to the media, and diversity in the ownership of media outlets and sources of information, through, inter alia, transparent licensing systems and, as appropriate, effective regulations to prevent the undue concentration of media ownership.

8. To urge member states to consider the importance of including, in their domestic legal systems, rules regarding the establishment of alternative or community media and safeguards to ensure that these media are able to operate independently, so as to broaden the dissemination of information and opinions, thereby strengthening freedom of expression.

9. To call upon member states to adopt all necessary measures to prevent violations of the right to freedom of thought and expression, including harassment and other intimidation of jourmalists and media organizations, and to create the necessary conditions for that purpose, including ensuring that relevant national legislation complies with their international human rights obligations and is effectively implemented.

10. To urge member states to review their procedures, practices, and legislation, as necessary, to ensure that any limitations on the right to freedom of opinion and expression are only such as are provided by law and are necessary for respect of the rights or reputations of others or for the protection of national security, public order (ordre public), or public health or morals.

11. To recognize the valuable contribution of information and communication technologies, such as the Internet, to the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and to the ability of persons to seek, receive, and impart information, as well the contributions these technologies they can make to the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related and contemporary forms of intolerance, and to the prevention of preventing human rights abuses.

11.
To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) once again to follow up on and deepen its study of the issues addressed in the relevant volumes of its 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 annual reports on freedom of expression, on the basis, inter alia, of the inputs on the subject that it receives from member states.

12. To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and its Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression to continue to monitor freedom of expression in the region; and (simplified)

12.
To invite member states to consider the recommendations concerning defamation made by the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, namely by repealing or amending laws that criminalize desacato, defamation, slander, and libel, and, in this regard, to regulate these conducts exclusively in the area of civil law.

13.
To request the Permanent Council to hold a meeting of national authorities in this field with a view to exchanging experiences and information and engaging in political dialogue among the member states on new trends and debates regarding the right to freedom of thought and expression, the importance of the media in the Hemisphere, and the right of every individual to seek, receive, and impart information.  Invitees to that meeting will include members of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, including the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, and experts from the member states, all for the purpose of sharing their experiences with these issues. 

14.
To take into consideration the findings of, and views expressed at, the special meetings on freedom of thought and expression, held on February 28 and 29, 2008, and April 23 and 24, 2009, in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs; and to request the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR to report on the conclusions and recommendations issued by the experts at those special meetings, in order to follow up on the matter.

15.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

13. To urge member states to support the efforts of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression by welcoming on-site visits and providing additional resources when possible. (new)
14. To include freedom of thought and expression on the agenda of the forty-first General Assembly. (simplified)
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Item 53 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MEDIA
(Presented by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela)

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting on May 27, 2010 and sent to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.4992/09 and addenda);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2237 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2287 (XXXVII-O/07), and AG/RES. 2434 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2523 (XXXIX-O/09), “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media”;

UNDERSCORING the Declaration of Santo Domingo: Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society [AG/DEC. 46 (XXXVI-O/06)], adopted on June 6, 2006;

RECALLING that the right to freedom of thought and expression, which includes the freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, is recognized in Article IV of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights, the Inter-American Democratic Charter (including in Article 4), the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and other international instruments and national constitutions, as well as in United Nations General Assembly resolution 59 (I) and resolution 104 of the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO);

RECALLING ALSO that Article IV of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man states that “[e]very person has the right to freedom of investigation, of opinion, and of the expression and dissemination of ideas, by any medium whatsoever”;

RECALLING FURTHER that Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights states that:

1.
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought and expression. This right includes freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing, in print, in the form of art, or through any other medium of one’s choice.

2.
The exercise of the right provided for in the foregoing paragraph shall not be subject to prior censorship but shall be subject to subsequent imposition of liability, which shall be expressly established by law to the extent necessary to ensure:

a) Respect for the rights or reputations of others; or

b) The protection of national security, public order, or public health or morals.

3.
The right of expression may not be restricted by indirect methods or means, such as the abuse of government or private controls over newsprint, radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used in the dissemination of information, or by any other means tending to impede the communication and circulation of ideas and opinions.

4.
Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2 above, public entertainments may be subject by law to prior censorship for the sole purpose of regulating access to them for the moral protection of childhood and adolescence.

5.
Any propaganda for war and any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that constitute incitements to lawless violence or to any other similar action against any person or group of persons on any grounds including those of race, color, religion, language, or national origin shall be considered as offenses punishable by law;

BEARING IN MIND principles 10 and 11 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), of 2000, which refer to the decriminalization of “desacato” (offensive expressions directed at public officials);

RECALLING the relevant volumes of the annual reports of the IACHR for 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 on freedom of expression, as well as the comments by member states during meetings at which said reports were presented;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions 2004/42 and 2005/38, “The Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression,” of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights; and

RECALLING the significance of the studies and contributions approved by UNESCO regarding the contribution of the media to strengthening peace, tolerance, and international understanding, to promoting human rights, and to countering racism and incitement to war,

RESOLVES:
1. To reaffirm the right to freedom of thought and expression and to call upon member states to respect and ensure respect for this right, in accordance with the international human rights instruments to which they are party, such as the American Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, inter alia.
2. To reaffirm that freedom of expression and dissemination of ideas are fundamental for the exercise of democracy. 

3. To urge member states to safeguard, within the framework of the international instruments to which they are party, respect for freedom of expression in the media, including radio and television, and, in particular, respect for the editorial independence and freedom of the media. 

4. To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the American Convention on Human Rights.

5. To reaffirm that free and independent media are fundamental for democracy, for the promotion of pluralism, tolerance, and freedom of thought and expression, and for the facilitation of dialogue and debate, free and open to all segments of society, without discrimination of any kind.

6. To urge member states to promote a pluralistic approach to information and multiple points of view by fostering full exercise of freedom of thought and expression, access to the media, and diversity in the ownership of media outlets and sources of information, through, inter alia, transparent licensing systems and, as appropriate, effective regulations to prevent the undue concentration of media ownership.

7. To urge member states to consider the importance of including, in their domestic legal systems, rules about the establishment of alternative or community media and safeguards to ensure that they are able to operate independently, so as to broaden the dissemination of information and opinions, thereby strengthening freedom of expression.

8. To call upon member states to adopt all necessary measures to prevent violations of the right to freedom of thought and expression and to create the necessary conditions for that purpose, including ensuring that relevant national legislation complies with their international human rights obligations and is effectively implemented.

9. To urge member states to review their procedures, practices, and legislation, as necessary, to ensure that any limitations on the right to freedom of opinion and expression are only such as are provided by law and are necessary for respect of the rights or reputations of others or for the protection of national security, public order (ordre public), or public health or morals.

10. To recognize the valuable contribution of information and communication technologies, such as the Internet, to the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and to the ability of persons to seek, receive, and impart information, as well the contributions they can make to the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related and contemporary forms of intolerance, and to the prevention of human rights abuses.

11. To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) once again to follow up on and deepen its study of the issues addressed in the relevant volumes of its 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 annual reports on freedom of expression, on the basis, inter alia, of the inputs on the subject that it receives from member states. 

12. To invite member states to consider the recommendations concerning defamation made by the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, namely by repealing or amending laws that criminalize desacato, defamation, slander, and libel, and, in this regard, to regulate these conducts exclusively in the area of civil law. 

13. To reiterate its request to To request the Permanent Council to hold a meeting of national authorities in this field with a view to exchanging experiences and information and engaging in political dialogue among the member states on new trends and debates regarding the right to freedom of thought and expression, the importance of the media in the Hemisphere, and the right of every individual to seek, receive, and impart information. Invitees to that meeting will include members of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, including the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, and experts from the member states, all for the purpose of sharing their experiences with these issues.

14. To take into consideration the findings of, and views expressed at, the special meetings on freedom of thought and expression, held on February 28 and 29, 2008, and April 23 and 24, 2009, in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs; and to request the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR to report on the conclusions and recommendations issued by the experts at those special meetings, in order to follow up on the matter.

15. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of its activities shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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Item 48 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE

(Considered by the Permanent Council at the meeting held on May 27, 2010 and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the member states on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/CAJP-/10);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2515 (XXXIX-O/09), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee”; 

BEARING IN MIND the 76th regular session of the Committee, held in Lima, Peru; and

CONSIDERING:

That Article 53 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) as one of the organs of the Organization;

That Article 54.f of the OAS Charter provides that it is a function of the General Assembly to consider, inter alia, the observations and recommendations presented by the Permanent Council on the reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in accordance with Article 91.f of the Charter; and

That on April 29, 2010, the CJI presented its annual report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council, and that the Permanent Council has forwarded its observations and recommendations thereon to the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the observations and recommendations of the member states on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and to forward them to the Juridical Committee.

2. To thank the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for including in its annual report the resolutions “Follow-up on the Application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CJI/doc.335/09) and “The Essential and Fundamental Elements of Representative Democracy and Their Relation to Collective Action within the Framework of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CJI/doc.332/09 rev. 1); as well as the reports “The struggle against Discrimination in the Americas: Significant achievements” (CJI/doc.330/09); International Criminal Court: “Report on Preparations and Advances in Efforts Toward Adopting National Legislation Based on Guidelines of Principles of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and Training Employees for the Cooperation of the Member States of the OAS with the International Criminal Court” (CJI/doc.337/09); International humanitarian law: “Implementation of International Humanitarian Law in the Member States of the OAS (CJI/doc.322/09) and “War Crimes in International Law” (CJI/doc.328/09); “Migratory Topics: Follow-up of the Opinions of the Inter-American Juridical Committee” (CJI/doc.329/09); Cultural diversity “Reflections on the Topic of Cultural Diversity and the Development of International Law” (CJI/doc.333/09).

3. Likewise to thank the CJI for adopting the documents “Comments on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance” (CJI/doc.339/09 rev. 2) and “Strengthening the Consultative Function of the Inter-American Juridical Committee” (CJI/doc.340/09 rev. 1), adopted at the 76th regular session of said Committee, held in Lima, Peru, from March 15 to 24, 2010, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2515 (XXXIX-O/09).

4. To take note of the importance of the Committee’s continuing consideration of issues related to the Inter-American Democratic Charter and in particular “the promotion and strengthening of democracy” by following up on the Inter-American Democratic Charter, assisting with its implementation by member states, supporting member states in their efforts to modernize and strengthen democratic institutions, and working to promote democratic values, practices, and governance, as well as the consideration of the issues in Article 11 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

5. To request that the CJI, on the basis of the proposals on priority issues submitted by the member states, continue preparing and propose model legislation to support the efforts undertaken by member states to fulfill obligations under international humanitarian law treaties, and that it report on progress made to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session.

6. To request the CJI to report to the General Assembly on the gradual progress made on the topic of cultural diversity in the development of international law. 

7. To request the CJI to report on progress made on the preparation of a study on the issue of asylum in the Americas taking into account the importance of the matter and the work being conducted by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, pursuant to their respective mandates.

8. To request the CJI to report on progress made on the study on the importance of guaranteeing the right of freedom of thought and expression of citizens, in light of the fact that free and independent media carry out their activities guided by ethical standards, which can in no case be imposed by the state, consistent with applicable principles of international law. 

8 bis [PROPOSAL BY PERU] “To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to conduct, within its existing resources, a comparative analysis of the principal legal instruments of the inter-American system related to peace, security, and cooperation.”
[PROPOSAL BY VENEZUELA] To request the CJI to undertake a study on the importance of participatory democracy as a model of formal democracy that should be recognized as such, just like representative democracy within the framework of the inter-American system of nations.

9. To underscore once again the importance of holding the Course on International Law, organized each year in Rio de Janeiro by the CJI and the Department of International Law of the Organization of American States (OAS); to highlight the importance of increasing the amount of OAS scholarship awards for that course; to urge member states to consider the possibility of paying directly for the participation of students and professors from their own countries; and to recognize the work of the Department of International Law in organizing the course and publishing its lectures. 

10. To reaffirm the importance of the close ties maintained by the CJI with the political organs of the OAS, particularly the Permanent Council and its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs; and to recommend to the CJI that it continue to focus its efforts on the matters which the competent organs identify as being of priority interest to the Organization.

11. To emphasize the need to provide increased administrative and budgetary support to the CJI, so that it may adequately address the current inter-American legal agenda and issue the corresponding recommendations, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


12. To express appreciation to the people and Government of the Republic of Peru for their strong and effective support for the success of the 76th regular session of the CJI, held in Lima, from March 15 to 24, 2010. 

13. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of its activities shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
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Item 98 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION
FINANCING OF THE 2011 PROGRAM-BUDGET OF THE ORGANIZATION
(Considered by the Permanent Council at the regular meeting of May 27, 2010 and referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


The annual report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (AG/doc.X/10); (approved – May 20, 2010)
The report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly on the financing of the program-budget of the Organization for 2011 (AG/CP/doc.359/10); (approved – May 20, 2010)

The annual report of the Board of External Auditors (CP/doc.4488/10), presented to the Permanent Council on May 6, 2010; (approved – May 20, 2010)

The report presented on May 6, 2010, by the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on the financial situation of the Organization, with a view to the 2011 program-budget (CP/doc.4491/10); and (approved – May 20, 2010)

The report presented in June 2006 by the Secretary General to the General Assembly on the financial situation of the Organization (AG/doc.4628/06); as well as the presentation by the Secretary General in November 2008 to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CP/CAAP-2974/08); (approved – May 20, 2010)
CONSIDERING:

That human rights, democracy and good governance, integral development, and multidimensional security are pillars of the organization; (approved – May 20, 2010)

That, at its thirty-fourth special session, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), approved the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments to finance the Regular Fund of the Organization; (approved – May 20, 2010)

That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXVIII-E/09), instructed the Secretary General to consult with member states with a view to preparing a program-budget for 2011 that was commensurate with the mandates and pillars of the Organization, as well as the possibilities of financing it; (approved – May 20, 2010)
That the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXVIII-E/09), instructed the General Secretariat to submit to the Preparatory Committee a proposed program-budget for the year 2011 with an overall budget level in keeping with the consultations held by the Secretary General with the member states; (approved – May 20, 2010)
That, in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXVIII-E/09), the General Assembly established that the total expenditure on personnel should not exceed 64.38 percent of the indicative figure for the 2011 Regular Fund program-budget, including any statutory increases that might be required; (approved – May 20, 2010)
That it is necessary to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2011 program-budget to be considered and approved by the General Assembly by September 30, 2010; (approved – May 20, 2010)
That, in accordance with Articles 54 and 55 of the OAS Charter, the General Assembly approves the program-budget of the Organization and establishes the basis for setting the quota that each government is to contribute to the maintenance of the Organization, taking into account the ability to pay of the respective countries and their determination to contribute in an equitable manner; (approved – May 20, 2010)
That, in resolution CP/RES. 968 (1742/10), of March 3, 2010, the Permanent Council convened a special session of the General Assembly to consider and approve the 2011 program-budget by September 30, 2010 (approved – May 20, 2010)
RESOLVES:

1. To set the quotas with which the member states will finance the Regular Fund of the Organization for the year 2011, in accordance with the methodology adopted through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07) and the decision of January 19, 1955 (doc. C-i-269) on income tax reimbursements, using the scale and amounts shown in Table A, “Regular Fund Quota Assessments for 2011.”

2. To establish the overall budget level of the Regular Fund program-budget for 2011 at US$___________ million, and to finance it as follows:

a. Contributions of member states in the form of Regular Fund quota payments of US$_________, apportioned according to the methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments adopted in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07);

b. FEMCIDI contribution of US$564,000 to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support, in keeping with Article 80 of the General Standards, which, according to the FEMCIDI Statutes, shall be up to 15 percent of the net amount approved in 2010 for execution in 2011;

c. Income of US$2,500,000 for technical supervision and administrative support from trust and specific funds; and


d. Other income of US$1,336,000, including, inter alia, interest, rents, and repayments.
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�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.
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