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The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the OAS and is pleased to enclose herewith a table with the comments and suggestions of Ecuador on the Declaration text proposed by Guatemala for the forthcoming General Assembly of the Organization.

We would greatly appreciate the distribution of the document containing Ecuador's contributions to all the permanent missions and its conveyance to the Preparatory Committee–Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala.

The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States notes its gratitude for the attention paid hereto and avails itself of the opportunity to reassure the honorable OAS General Secretariat of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., April 22, 2013
To the

General Secretariat of the 

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
	No.
	Location
	Text proposed by Guatemala
	Comments by Ecuador

	1
	Title
	Antigua Guatemala Declaration for a comprehensive policy to fight drugs in the Americas
	Declaration of Antigua Guatemala for a comprehensive policy to fight drugs to tackle the global drug problem in the Americas

	2
	Entire text
	to fight drugs
	to fight drugs to tackle the global drug problem in the Americas

	3
	Entire text
	illicit drugs
	illicit drugs

	4
	Entire text
	addictions
	addictions consumption problem

	5
	Preambular 3: REITERATING
	the need to cooperate in order to efficiently and effectively face together the challenges, threats, risks and vulnerabilities of the drug problem in the Americas through common and comprehensive strategies
	the need to cooperate in order to efficiently and effectively face together the challenges, threats, risks and vulnerabilities of the drug problem in the Americas through common and comprehensive strategies, based on knowledge of and scientific research into the reality of each country

	6
	Preambular 4: RECOGNIZING
	that the global drug policy is challenged by persistent illicit channels of production, trafficking and consumption dominated by powerful transnational and local criminal organizations, and that these channels tend to replicate and focus on each country to varying degrees, by which consumption prevalence grows and expands in the hemisphere;
	that the global drug policy is challenged by persistent illicit channels of production, trafficking and consumption dominated by powerful transnational and local criminal organizations, and that these channels tend to replicate and focus on each country to varying degrees, by which consumption prevalence grows and expands in the hemisphere;

	7
	Preambular 8: CONCERNED
	further because the flow of firearms and ammunition has become a major problem that excessively feeds and strengthens drug trafficking and that money laundering related to drug trafficking activities distorts the operation of certain sectors of national economies;
	further because, in the specific reality of some countries, the flow of firearms and ammunition has become a major problem that excessively feeds and strengthens drug trafficking and that money laundering related to drug trafficking activities distorts the operation of certain sectors of national economies;

	8
	Preambular 9: RECOGNIZING
	on the other hand the importance for governments and societies of the hemisphere at different levels - local, national and sub-national -  to explore other than conventional solutions to the problem of drugs,  addictions and their various impacts, under criteria of damage mitigation, principles of human dignity and respect for policy plurality, which are inherent to democracy and also consistent with the spirit of universal and hemispheric human rights conventions, social inclusion, respect for diversity and dignified treatment, and that, on the other hand can be a source of global learning for the evolution of existing policies;
	on the other hand the importance for governments and societies of the hemisphere at different levels - local, national and sub-national -  to explore other than conventional solutions to the problem of drugs,  addictions and their various impacts, under criteria of damage mitigation damage reduction and impact mitigation in accordance with national laws, principles of human dignity and respect for policy plurality, which are inherent to democracy and also consistent with the spirit of universal and hemispheric human rights conventions, social inclusion, respect for diversity and dignified treatment, and that, on the other hand can be a source of global learning for the evolution of existing policies;

	9
	Operative 1
	That it is essential that the hemisphere continue to advance in a coordinated manner towards a drug policy by adopting an approach that fully incorporates the dimensions of public health, education and social integration, together with preventive security and the fight against organized crime, the strengthening of democratic institutions and increased presence of the State in the territory, as well as by promoting local and national development in order to build a comprehensive strategy to mitigate the threats and risks … 
	That it is essential that the hemisphere continue to advance in a coordinated manner towards a drug policy by adopting an approach that fully incorporates the dimensions of public health, education and social integration, together with preventive security and the fight against organized crime, the strengthening of democratic institutions and increased presence of the State in the territory, as well as by promoting local and national development in order to build a comprehensive strategy to mitigate the threats and risks …

	10
	Operative 2
	… by developing approaches, projects, programs and policies that contribute with solidarity to collective learning and common defense against the threats that have different impacts and manifestations in each country, but the same source; and by identifying a set of indicators to globally measure the progress of drug policy in the hemisphere, while weighing national objectives;
	… by developing approaches, projects, programs and policies that contribute with solidarity to collective learning and common defense against the threats that have different impacts and manifestations in each country, but the same source; and by identifying a set of indicators to globally measure the progress of drug policy in the hemisphere, while weighing national objectives, all based on the specific realities of each country;

	
	Operative 5
	That to reduce the levels of drug-related violence, it is essential to apply more effective control measures to prevent the diversion and trafficking of firearms to criminal organizations;
	That to reduce the levels of drug-related violence, it is essential to apply, when appropriate, more effective control measures to prevent the diversion and trafficking of firearms to criminal organizations;

	11
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Operative 8
	Facilitate the creation of alternative mechanisms for combating drugs in order to strengthen local economic development through, inter alia, legalization of some illicit crops for medicinal purposes, which are important to local populations;
	Facilitate the creation of alternative mechanisms for combating tackling the global drug problem in order to strengthen local economic development through, inter alia, legalization of some illicit crops for medicinal purposes, which are important to local populations, and voluntary marketing instruments for comprehensive and sustainable alternative development products and programs and/or projects that prevent the incorporation of vulnerable populations into illicit activities related to the illicit supply of drugs.

	12
	Operative 9
	To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare a proposal for updating the Hemispheric Drug Strategy of the OAS …
	To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare to coordinate with all the member states the preparation of a proposal for updating the Hemispheric Drug Strategy of the OAS …

	13
	Operative 9
	… the establishment of indicators for evaluating results, and present it for approval at a special session of the OAS General Assembly in February 2014 to be held in Guatemala;
	… the establishment of indicators for evaluating results general guidelines, general objectives, specific objectives, activities, indicators, and goals for evaluating results and impact, the selection of the responsible bodies and deadlines, and present it for approval at a special session of the OAS General Assembly in February 2014 to be held in Guatemala;
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