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Ambassador María Zavala, Permanent Representative of Peru, chaired this first meeting of the Preparatory Committee in preparation for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly.
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly adopted the order of business, document AG/CP/OD-365/10 corr. 1.

2.
Installation of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and election of its Chair
The Preparatory Committee installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, appointing the Permanent Mission of the host country of the General Assembly–that is, the Permanent Mission of Peru–as Subcommittee Chair.

The Preparatory Committee instructed the Subcommittee to prepare the draft agenda of the General Assembly as well as procedural matters as it deemed necessary.  In that regard, the Chair recalled that Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly stated that the draft agenda should be forwarded to the governments at least forty-five days before the date of commencement of each regular session of the General Assembly.  Therefore, pursuant to the provisions of that article in relation to the fortieth regular session, the draft agenda must be forwarded to the member states no later than April 22, 2010.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure is open to participation by all member states.

3. Installation of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and election of its Chair
The Chair remarked that, as the representatives would know, the Permanent Council’s Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs was considering the advisability of delaying preparation of the 2011 program-budget of the Organization until after the regular session of the General Assembly; and that the corresponding authorization will be referred to the Permanent Council.  She observed, however, that there were other budgetary issues to be considered and referred to the General Assembly for approval, such as changes that would need to be made to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly concerning the [ongoing] use of costing templates for draft resolutions, and the establishment of guidelines for the preparation of the 2011 draft program-budget.
For the consideration of the aforementioned matters, the Preparatory Committee set up a Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.
With regard to the Subcommittee Chair, Ambassador Zavala recalled that in previous years that responsibility had been assigned to the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council, to ensure continuity in the handling of budgetary and administrative issues.

She said she was serving as Chair of the CAAP and that, as her duties as Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization would be coming to an end shortly, one of the two Vice Chairs would then assume the Chair of the CAAP, as provided for under the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. She proposed that the Preparatory Committee agree to have the representative serving as Chair of the CAAP on March 1, 2010 become Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.  The Committee approved the Chair’s proposal.


The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters is open to participation by all member states.

4. Preparatory Committee guidelines on the use of templates for draft resolutions to be referred to the next General Assembly for consideration
The Chair recalled that on December 16, 2009 the Permanent Council had approved, by resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09), two templates for draft resolutions that will be referred to the General Assembly for consideration.
She said that on embarking on the preparatory work of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, and since consideration of draft resolutions was a basic task that had to be undertaken, she thought it would be useful to have a brief presentation would be on how the aforementioned templates would be used by all the Permanent Council committees and other organs.

Mr. Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada and Chair of the Working Group of the CAAP that was responsible for preparing the templates, made a presentation and proposed a flow chart by which the draft resolutions would abide.


The Preparatory Committee:
· Approved the procedure on application of the templates adopted by the Permanent Council for the costing of draft resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly for consideration.

· Instructed Mr. Pierre Giroux, in his capacity as Chair of the CAAP Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, to submit to each Permanent Council committee and working group as soon as possible the procedure agreed upon in order to facilitate incorporating them in their work.

· Reiterated to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and other organs, specialized agencies, and entities the recommendation and request contained in resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09), for them to adopt the approved templates for resolutions that will be referred to the General Assembly.

5. Establishment of the order of precedence of the delegations of:
a. Member states
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Pursuant to Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the pertinent lots were drawn.  The delegation of Brazil was drawn as first in the order of precedence among the member state delegations, which will be in alphabetical order in Spanish.

b. Permanent observers
Pursuant to Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the order of precedence among the observers was also established by lot, and the delegation of Ghana was drawn first.
6. Approval of the minutes of the meetings of the Preparatory Committee
The Preparatory Committee approved the following minutes:

· for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, documents AG/CP/ACTA 352/08, AG/CP/ACTA 353/08; AG/CP/ACTA 354/08; AG/CP/ACTA 355/08; AG/CP/ACTA 356/08; and AG/CP/ACTA 357/08.

· for the thirty-sixth special session of the General Assembly, document AG/CP/ACTA 359/08.
· for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, document AG/CP/ACTA 360/08.
7. Other business
There being no further issues to consider, the meeting adjourned at 10:56 a.m.
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1.	The statements and comments by the delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting, document AG/CP/ACTA 365/10.
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