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1. Adoption of the order of business

The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly adopted the order of business, document AG/CP/OD-360/08.

2. Thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly
a) Installation of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and election of its officers

The Preparatory Committee installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and elected Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello, Permanent Representative of Honduras, as its Chair.  It decided that the Vice Chair should be elected at the Subcommittee’s first meeting.

Taking into account the provisions of Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee decided that this Subcommittee would prepare the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly and a list of procedural matters that, in its view, the Preparatory Committee should consider. The Subcommittee was given until March 27, 2009 to submit these documents.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure is open to participation by all member states.
b) Installation of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and election of its officers
The Preparatory Committee installed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and elected Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama and Chair of the CAAP, as its Chair, taking into account the provisions of Article 93 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, which states that “[t]he CAAP shall also be the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee.”
This Subcommittee is to examine the proposed program-budget of the General Secretariat for 2010 and submit it, along with its comments, to the Preparatory Committee by April 30, 2009, at the latest.

The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters is open to participation by all member states.

c) Installation of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula: Toward a Culture of Nonviolence

The Preparatory Committee installed the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of San Pedro Sula:  Toward a Culture of Nonviolence, and elected Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello, Permanent Representative of Honduras, as its Chair. The Committee decided that, if necessary, the Working Group would elect a Vice Chair at its first meeting.
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As the draft declaration addressed a multidisciplinary topic in which several areas of the General Secretariat had experience, the Committee also decided that the technical advisory services for the Working Group should be coordinated with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), with support from the Secretariat for Political Affairs and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, with the Secretariat of the Preparatory Committee serving in a coordinating role.
The Working Group to Negotiate the Declaration of San Pedro Sula: Toward a Culture of Nonviolence is open to participation by all member states.

María Guadalupe Carías, Alternate Representative of Honduras, spoke on behalf of the country’s Permanent Representative to express appreciation for his election. She said that the Draft Declaration would be submitted to the delegations in a few days.

d) Establishment of the order of precedence of member state delegations

In accordance with Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, lots were drawn. Carlos Lucien Pineda, Alternate Representative of Colombia, drew the name of the delegation that would be first in the order of precedence: the delegation of Ecuador. The Chair of the Preparatory Committee noted that, in accordance with Article 11 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the head of the delegation of Ecuador would serve as provisional President of the General Assembly until the President was elected, and that he would also serve as first Vice President of the General Assembly, pursuant to Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure.

e) Establishment of order of precedence of the permanent observers

In accordance with Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the order of precedence of the observers was also established by lot.  The delegation of Ghana was selected.

3. Other business

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, noted that this meeting marked the formal launch of preparations for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, which would held in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, beginning on May 31, 2009.
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1.	The delegations’ statements and comments are recorded in the minutes of the meeting, AG/CP/ACTA 360/08. 
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