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In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for consideration a report on the outcome of the work entrusted to the Subcommittee in connection with the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE

On January 23, 2008, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by the powers vested in it under Article 60 of the OAS Charter,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter and Articles 29,
/ 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly;
· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and
· Submit its recommendations and the agreements reached on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines set in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter.
II. PROCEEDINGS


To fulfill the mandate entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly held meetings on February 13, March 31, and April 15, 2008.

1. Preliminary draft agenda

The Committee began its consideration of the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-137/08 corr. 1) and the preliminary draft annotated agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-138/08 corr. 1).


The Chair indicated that both draft agendas had been prepared by the General Secretariat on the basis of the matters set out in the OAS Charter; the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and the matters agreed upon at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, held in Panama, in June 2007, and at prior sessions of the General Assembly.


The delegations expressed their pleasure at the timely presentation of the preliminary draft annotated agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

2. Meeting of February 13, 2008

The meeting of February 13, 2008 considered the preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-137/08 rev. 1) as well as the following topics presented by the delegations:

a.
Request for inclusion of the item “Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia”

The Permanent Mission of Bolivia requested, pursuant to Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, that the item “Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia” (AG/CP/SUB.TP-139/08) be included on the agenda.

The representative of Chile requested that the following statement appear in the minutes:
“Chile has been forging a relationship with Bolivia based on broad dialogue—which we are especially satisfied to point out.

“However, as concerns the request of the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic ‘Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia’ on the agenda and schedule for the next regular session of the General Assembly, which will be held in Colombia.  I do so because it is a subject that relates to bilateral relations between Chile and Bolivia and is outside the purview of this Organization.

“I request that this statement be included in the minutes of the Preparatory Meeting and in the corresponding report.”

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the item on the basis of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 989 (XXIX-O/89).
b. Request for inclusion of the item “Declaration of Medellín:  Youth and Democratic Values”


The Subcommittee decided to include the topic “Declaration of Medellín:  Youth and Democratic Values,” presented by the Permanent Mission of Colombia, on the preliminary draft agenda. 

c. Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations, or for requests for the inclusion of topics, on the draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Articles 29 and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set March 30, 2008, as the deadline for delegations to present their observations on the draft agenda for the General Assembly session or to  request the inclusion of new topics, and to set May 1 as the target date for the submission of new draft resolutions.


Delegations were reminded that, when submitting draft declarations, resolutions, or recommendations related to the agenda, which must be presented to the Secretary General in accordance with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, they should indicate the agenda items to which said proposals pertained.
d. Consideration of the draft agendas and draft schedules for the following meetings to be held in conjunction with the General Assembly session
In its consideration of this item, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure took into account the decision taken by the Preparatory Committee on October 26, 2006, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, to consider the draft orders of business and draft schedules for the following meetings to be held in conjunction with the General Assembly session:
· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society
· Dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers
· Dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of the Private Sector Forum

At the request of the delegations of Argentina, Venezuela, and Trinidad and Tobago, it was decided to include the dialogue of heads of delegation with workers’ representatives of the OAS member states.

In that regard, the Subcommittee discussed a procedure for consideration of the draft orders of business and draft schedules and decided:
i. To request the General Secretariat to submit to the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, through the corresponding technical offices, the draft agendas and schedules for those meetings.
3. Meeting of March 31, 2008
On March 31, 2008, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure met to consider the following topics:
a. Draft schedule
The Permanent Mission of Colombia gave a presentation, by item and by theme, on the draft schedule for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-142/08).  The draft schedule includes an inaugural session on Sunday, June 1, 2008, four plenary sessions, three meetings of the General Committee, and a closing session scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, and the private dialogue of heads of delegation, organized by the Government of Colombia.
In addition, prior to the formal inauguration of the thirty-eighth regular session, there will be a dialogue of heads of delegation (or their representatives) with representatives of the Private Sector Forum, with permanent observers, with representatives of civil society, and with workers’ representatives of the OAS member states.

The Permanent Mission of Mexico requested that the topic “The human rights of migrant workers and their families” (AG/CP/SUB.TP-143/08) be considered at the fourth plenary session, scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, 2008.

Several delegations commented on the time that would be allotted to the different dialogues of heads of delegation to be held before the inaugural session of the General Assembly.

In conclusion, the Subcommittee decided to resume its consideration of the draft schedule at a future meeting, taking into account the observations of the delegations.
b. Request for the inclusion of new topics
The following new topics were considered for inclusion on the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly:
· Support for interregional cooperation (AG/CP/SUB.TP-140/08), proposed by the delegation of the United States. It was decided to refer the topic to the General Committee.

· 60th Anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (AG/CP/SUB.TP-141/08), presented by the delegation of Argentina. It was decided to refer the topic to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. 

· The situation of human rights and democracy in Haiti, presented by the delegation of Haiti. It was decided to refer the topic to the General Committee.


The Subcommittee also decided to include the topics indicated in the preceding paragraph on the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.
c. Consideration of the draft agendas and draft schedules for the following meetings: 

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure began its consideration of the draft agendas and draft schedules for the dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers, civil society organizations, and representatives of the Private Sector Forum.

After an extensive discussion of their content, it was decided to resume their consideration at a future meeting.  The Secretariat was requested to distribute and publish the drafts taking into account the observations made by the delegations. 

4. Meeting of April 15, 2008

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meeting of April 15, 2008, took the following decisions on the agreed topics listed on the order of business for that meeting (AG/CP/SUB.TP-144/08):
a. To adopt the draft schedule for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-142/08) and to submit it to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for consideration.
b. To include on the preliminary draft agenda the following topics:
· Topics presented by the Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the  Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) (AG/CP/SUB.TP-148/08): 

i. The right to a healthy and ecologically sound environment (Presented by the Delegation of Venezuela)
ii. Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (Presented by the Delegation of Mexico)
iii. Eradication of hunger: International Year of the Potato (Presented by the Delegation of Peru)
· Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force (AG/CP/SUB.TP-147/08), proposed by the delegation of Venezuela. It was decided to refer the topic to the General Committee.

· Expansion of the Scholarship and Training Programs for less developed countries, presented by the delegation of Ecuador.  It was decided to refer the topic to the Permanent Executive Committee of the  Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI)

· Education on human rights in formal education in the Americas and the role of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights in this area, presented by the delegation of the Dominican Republic.  It was decided to refer the topic to the General Committee.

· Strengthening the role of national human rights institutions at the OAS, presented by the delegation of Canada.  It was decided to refer the topic to the General Committee.

· Quota adjustments, presented by the delegation of Colombia. It was decided to refer the topic to the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the General Assembly.
· Youth and development, presented by the delegation of El Salvador.  It was decided to refer the topic to the General Committee.

c. To submit the following agendas for the following meetings to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for consideration:
· Dialogue among heads of delegation, the Secretary General of the OAS, and heads of delegation of the permanent observer countries (AG/CP/SUB.TP-145/08)

· Dialogue of the heads of delegation with representatives of civil society (AG/ CP/SUB.TP-146/08)

· Dialogue of the heads of delegation with representatives of the Private Sector Forum (AG/CP/SUB.TP-   /08)


As concerns the dialogue of heads of delegation with workers’ representatives of the OAS member states, the Subcommittee took into account operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States.”  In this regard, it is incumbent on the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to hold consultations on the possible nature and characteristics of the dialogue between the workers’ representatives and the ministers of foreign affairs. 


At the meeting of April 15, Ambassador Quiñonez reported that this topic was considered at the 141st regular meeting of CEPCIDI, which agreed that SEDI would hold consultations on April 28 with the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and with the International Labour Organization.  He also reported that, in response to CEPCIDI’s recommendation, SEDI provided delegations with a preliminary list of workers who were COSATE members and participated in ILO activities and who might be invited to the dialogue with heads of delegation held in the framework of the General Assembly session.  He asked member states with additional suggestions for the guest list to send the names to the Secretariat prior to April 15.

Finally, since the consultations with COSATE and the ILO would be held on April 28, the meeting decided that CEPCIDI should transmit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for its information, the draft agenda for the dialogue of heads of delegation with workers’ representatives of the OAS member states.

III. PROCEDURAL MATTERS
In keeping with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meetings of March 31 and April 15, 2008, considered and decided to present to the Preparatory Committee the following recommendations on procedural aspects of the thirty-eighth regular session of the Assembly:
1. Draft agenda
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure submits to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for consideration the draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/doc.746/08), which has been prepared pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
2. Draft schedule
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered the draft schedule for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly and decided to present it to the Preparatory Committee for approval (AG/CP/doc.745/08), in addition to the draft schedule for the dialogue of heads of delegation with the permanent observers, civil society organizations, the Private Sector Forum, and workers’ representatives of the OAS member states.
3. Statements by the heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the draft schedule for the General Assembly, the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly should in no case exceed six minutes, the same length of time that will be allotted for the statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities mentioned in Article 6 of said Rules of Procedure.
4. Deadline for the presentation of proposals
As suggested by the Chair, the Subcommittee also decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that, under the powers conferred in Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, May 1 be established as the target date for the submission of new draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations pertaining to the agenda of the General Assembly.  However, that decision, adopted to facilitate preparatory work for the General Assembly, would in no way entail a change in Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure. 

It was also decided that the General Secretariat should distribute, upon receipt, with the proper classifications, the draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations presented by delegations.
Delegations, when submitting draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations to the Secretary General, should indicate to which agenda items they pertain.  The General Secretariat should publish the proposals presented by delegations, with the appropriate classifications, exactly as presented by the delegations.
5. Resolutions having budgetary implications
The Subcommittee also decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that it instruct the Permanent Council or, if appropriate, the General Committee of the General Assembly to take the necessary measures provided in Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly
/ in the case of draft resolutions having budgetary implications.
6. Minutes
Pursuant to Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend that verbatim minutes be kept for plenary sessions and that summary minutes be kept for meetings of the General Committee, the latter to be published preferably during the General Assembly session.
7. Volume of declarations and resolutions
It was decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the General Secretariat be requested to publish expeditiously and at the same time in the four official languages of the Organization, the volume of declarations and resolutions adopted by the plenary General Assembly.
8. Duration
It was decided that the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, beginning with an inaugural session on Sunday, June 1, 2008, and ending with a closing session on Tuesday, June 3.
9. General Committee
The Subcommittee recommends that the General Committee be installed with the following mandate:
a.
To deal with those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new proposals the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;
b.
To consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

c.
To consider the drafts or activities with financial implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

It was also recommended that the General Committee of the Assembly be urged to publish the draft resolutions, declarations, or recommendations as soon as it has reached agreement on them at each working session of the Committee and to submit them to the plenary of the General Assembly.
IV.
CONCLUSIONS

Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the foregoing suggestions and recommendations of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of Colombia
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�.	Article 60, OAS Charter:  “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly. … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


�.	Article 29, Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly: For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set.  In preparing this preliminary draft agenda, the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.


�.	“Article 41:  In adopting any resolution providing for a Project or activity that entails expenditure by the Organization, the General Assembly shall take into account financial estimates, which the General Secretariat shall prepare in advance, on the impact of such projects or activities on the budgetary calculations of the Organization, as well as prior statements by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council or, as the case may be, by the General Committee of the General Assembly on such a financial implications.”
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