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PREPARATORY COMMITTEE
OEA/Ser.P


AG/CP/SUB.TP-271/16

Forty-sixth regular session
19 April 2016


Original: Spanish

Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
REQUEST FOR ACTIVITIES TO BE INCLUDED ON THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT SCHEDULE FOR THE FORTY-SIXTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
· Roundtable discussion: Meeting of General Assembly Delegates and Judicial Facilitators
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Date, time, and venue to be determined
(Note from the Secretary General of the Organization)
OSG/170-16

April 18, 2016

His Excellency Juan José Arcuri

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina

  to the Organization of American States

Chair of the Permanent Council

Washington, D.C.

Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to forward the preliminary program of a roundtable discussion to be organized under the purview of the forty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from June 13 to 15, 2015. 

The proposed event is being organized by the OAS Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity, through the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program, to educate participants about the Judicial Facilitators Service and for them to appreciate its impact on public policy regarding access to justice and on the four pillars of the OAS.

The one-hour event will bring together, among others, judicial facilitators, one justice of the peace and one magistrate each from various countries where the Program operates and, through their experiences, will seek to raise awareness about their scope, impact, and progress in institutionalizing and getting them included in public policy in the countries where the Program operates.

I am hereby requesting your assistance in having this matter referred to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for consideration, and am at your disposal should you have any further question or need additional information.

Accept, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Luis Almagro


Secretary General

XLVI Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly
“GATHERING OF DELEGATES TO THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AND JUDICIAL FACILITATORS”
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Judicial facilitator services operate in eight countries of the Americas. These are voluntary services which, at the community level, collaborate with justice systems, issue reports, and advise the public and, where necessary, provide mediation. Their efforts have had an impact on individuals, their communities, and society at large. They are a specific example of how to provide more rights for more people and of how the Organization of American States can contribute in that regard.

Five million people in vulnerable situations have access to one of the more than 11,000 facilitators; in 2015 alone, their work helped 700,000 individuals. Better access to justice is a boon to democratic governance, to prevention policies for citizen security, to providing more inclusion and enjoyment of rights, and to inclusive development.

Based on the coverage, outcomes, and impact of these services, we would recommend a thorough analysis using as a starting point the experiences of their actors: facilitators and judges. The purpose of this meeting is to help the General Assembly participants appreciate the impact of this service on the population and on public policies, and to ponder its importance.

The meeting will be an opportunity to learn more about this service and about OAS contributions to its development.

PRELIMINARY AGENDA
00:00-00:05 
Welcoming remarks by Ideli Salvatti, Secretary, Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity

00:06-00:12 
Experience regarding what judicial facilitators are, how they are selected, their training, and why they work as volunteers; and impact on the facilitator. Judicial Facilitator

00:13-00:19 
Experiences regarding the work of judicial facilitators. Judicial Facilitator

00:20-00:25 
Experience regarding the function, impact on access to justice, and on the courts and on judges.  Justice of the Peace

00:26-00:33 
Experiences regarding the impact on the population. Judicial Facilitator

00:34-00:41 
Reflection on the impact on access to justice as an element of public policy; institutionalizing the Service (ownership). Judge of the Supreme Court of Justice

00:42-00:48 
Experience regarding the impact for women and gender equity. Judicial Facilitator

00:49-00:58 
Greetings and reflections by the Secretary General – Luis Almagro
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00:59-01:00 
Brief award presentation
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