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In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for consideration a report on the outcome of the tasks entrusted to this Subcommittee for the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.
I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE

On March 30, 2016, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, elected its Chair, and instructed it to:
· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda and preliminary draft schedule for the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly; and 
· Consider the other procedural matters for the above General Assembly session.
II. PROCEEDINGS
To fulfill the mandates entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure met on April 15, 20, and 22, 2016. Following is a summary of what was considered at each meeting:
Meeting of April 15, 2016
The preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-264/16) and the preliminary draft schedule (AG/CP/SUB.TP-265/16) were presented at the meeting of April 15. The changes proposed on that occasion  can be found in Sections III. A and III.B of this report.
The Subcommittee also agreed upon other procedural matters See Section III.C of this document.
Meeting of April 20, 2016
On April 20, the Subcommittee received presentations on proposals regarding other events to be held in connection with the General Assembly.
 Following is a list of the presentations received:

· TIC Americas 2016 –YABT

· Alianza Tic 2030 Americas (AG/CP/SUB.TP-273/16)
· Judicial Facilitators Program (AG/CP/SUB.TP-271/16)
· Ceremony to mark the signing of a “Joint Declaration of the GS/OAS, PAHO, ECLAC and UNDP: 2030 Agenda 2: Preparing the Americas Region for Achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals” (AG/CP/SUB.TP-270/16)

The Subcommittee also took note of the communication from the Secretary General of the Organization asking that the UN Assistant Secretary-General and United Nations Development Programme Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean be given an opportunity to address the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-267/16)
/
The Subcommittee also considered the Preliminary Draft Agenda and the Preliminary Draft Schedule. The proposals made on that occasion are reflected in Sections III.A and III.B of this report.

Meeting of April 22, 2016

The Subcommittee considered the Preliminary Draft Agenda at its meeting of April 22. Section III.A of this report contains the decision taken by the Subcommittee in respect of that document.

Thereafter, the Subcommittee considered the five notes thus far received regarding statements before the Plenary of the General Assembly by authorities of organs, agencies, or entities.  Those notes refer to the following:

· Statement by the UN Assistant Secretary-General and United Nations Development Programme Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, (AG/CP/SUB.TP-267/16)
· Statement by the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (AG/CP/SUB.TP-272/16)
· Statement by the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI), (AG/CP/SUB.TP-276/16)
· Statement by the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), (AG/CP/SUB.TP-277/16)
· Statement by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, (AG/CP/SUB.TP-278/16)
In addition, the delegation of Bolivia  requested that room be made for a presentation by the Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

The Subcommittee’s decision regarding the applications received and the Preliminary Draft Schedule as a whole can be found in Section III.B of this report.
III. CONSIDERATION OF THE ASSIGNED TOPICS
A. Preliminary Draft Agenda for the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly 
The Preliminary Draft Agenda was prepared bearing in mind the provisions of Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and the “Proposal Concerning Resolutions and Mandates of the Forty-Sixth Regular Session of the General Assembly” adopted by the Permanent Council on March 30, 2016, document CP/doc.5179/16 rev. 2.
The Subcommittee considered the document at its meetings of April 15, 20, and 22, 2016. The following aspects of the Preliminary Draft Agenda were addressed at those meetings:
1.
Inclusion of topics
a. Draft Declaration of Santo Domingo, “Institutional Strengthening for Sustainable Development in the Americas” (included under Section II of the Preliminary Draft Agenda). 

b. Draft Declaration, “Reparations for the Enslavement of Africans and Their Descendants and the Genocide of Native Peoples” (Request by the delegation of Venezuela at the meeting of the Subcommittee of April 15, 2016. Included under Section III of the Preliminary Draft Agenda), AG/CP/SUB.TP-268/16.
c. Draft Declaration, “Climate Change, Food Security, and Migration in the Americas” (Request by the delegation of El Salvador at the meeting of the Subcommittee of April 15, 2016. Included under section III of the Preliminary Draft Agenda.

2.
Modification of the structure of the Preliminary Draft Agenda


Taking into account the remarks of the delegation of the United States during the meeting of April 20, the three last sections of the Preliminary Draft Agenda, contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-264/16 rev. 1, were replaced with a single section entitled “Topics under Consideration by the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).”


The section on topics being considered by the Permanent Council and CIDI will include the draft declarations and draft resolutions to be considered in those bodies, pursuant to the proposal approved by the Permanent Council on March 30, 2016 for the resolutions and mandates of the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, document CP/doc.5179/16 rev. 2.
3.
Submission of the Preliminary Draft Agenda as amended
After having considered the Preliminary Draft Agenda during the meetings of April 15, 20, and 22, the delegations said they agreed to the document but decided to remit it as still open to the Preparatory Commission, bearing in mind that the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, and Venezuela had asked for more time to consider it.

The Preliminary Draft Agenda submitted for consideration by the Preparatory Committee was published with the classification AG/CP/SUB.TP-264/16 rev. 3
B. Draft Schedule for the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly
The Preliminary Draft Schedule, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-265/16
/ was prepared by the host country of the General Assembly, the Dominican Republic, with assistance from the Secretariat.
The Subcommittee considered the Preliminary Draft Schedule at its meetings of April 15, 20, and 22, 2016, taking into account the following prior decisions adopted by the Preparatory Committee on the subject:
/
· During the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, only events that have been proposed to and approved by the Preparatory Committee or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure.

· All statements by authorities or representatives of organs, agencies, or entities to be made during the plenary sessions of the General Assembly shall be discussed and agreed to by the Preparatory Committee or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure.

· The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure shall prepare and present to the Preparatory Committee a consolidated schedule that will include all the events, ceremonies, activities, and sessions to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly.

Accordingly, the Subcommittee considered the following aspects of the draft schedule:
1.
Inclusion of activities
The Subcommittee considered and agreed to requests to conduct the following events within the framework of the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly:

a.
TIC Americas 2016 –YABT, scheduled for June 10 and 11, from 8: a.m. to 6 p.m.

b.
Alianza Tic 2030 Americas,, scheduled for June 14, from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (AG/CP/SUB.TP-273/16);

c.
Presentation of the Judicial Facilitators Program, date and time to be determined

d.
Ceremony to mark the signing of a “Joint Declaration of the GS/OAS, PAHO, ECLAC and UNDP: 2030 Agenda 2: Preparing the Americas Region for Achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, date and time to be determined” (AG/CP/SUB.TP-270/16))
2.
Statements at plenary sessions
The Subcommittee received and considered the following requests from officials and representatives of organs, agencies, or entities to deliver statements during plenary sessions of the General Assembly.
a. Statement by the UN Assistant Secretary-General and United Nations Development Programme Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, (AG/CP/SUB.TP-267/16)
b. Statement by the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (AG/CP/SUB.TP-272/16)
c. Statement by the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI), (AG/CP/SUB.TP-276/16)
d. Statement by the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), (AG/CP/SUB.TP-277/16)
e. Statement by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, (AG/CP/SUB.TP-278/16
The Subcommittee approved the five requests and agreed to include those statements in the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly. It also recommended allocating no more than six minutes for each statement, bearing in mind the recommendation made regarding the maximum duration of remarks by Heads of Delegation (see Section III.C of this document).

Accordingly, and in order to make the best use possible of the time available for the fourth plenary session, the Subcommittee asked the Secretariat to suggest to the President of the General Assembly that it first hear all the statements by the authorities, with the delegations taking the floor thereafter should they wish to comment on the subject matter.

In addition, the delegation of Bolivia  requested that room be made for a presentation by the Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI). The Subcommittee agreed to include that presentation in the second plenary session, prior to the item corresponding to the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation, bearing in mind the direct link between CIDI and the central subject of this regular session.
3.
Submission of the Draft Schedule as amended
The Subcommittee agreed upon the Preliminary Draft Schedule, which includes the activities and statements approved by the delegations, and decided to transmit it to the Preparatory Committee for consideration. The Draft Schedule agreed upon by the Subcommittee was published as document AG/CP/SUB.TP-265/16 rev. 3.

C. Other procedural matters
At the meeting of April 15, 2016, the Subcommittee decided to submit the following recommendations on procedural matters for the forty-sixth regular session to the Preparatory Committee:
· That the maximum duration of statements by heads of delegation be 6 minutes;

· That the time limit for the presentation of proposals, pursuant to Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, be 11:00 a.m. on June 14, 2016;

· That the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly begin on June 13 and conclude on June 15 this year;

· That the minutes of the plenary sessions be verbatim and those of the General Committee, should  the General Assembly install it, be summary;
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That the General Committee be established should it be necessary; 

· With respect to the recordings of the meetings held at the coming session of the General Assembly, to instruct the General Secretariat to take all necessary steps internally to ensure that the audio of all sessions held during the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly be duly recorded, stored (including with spare/back-up copies), to be subsequently made available to the member states upon request.

IV. DOCUMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS SUBMITTED TO 
THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR CONSIDERATION
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure agreed to submit the following documents and recommendations for consideration by the Preparatory Committee:
A. Preliminary Draft Agenda for the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly (document AG/CP/SUB.TP-264/16 rev. 3);
B. Draft Calendar for the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly (document AG/CP/SUB.TP-265/16 rev. 3); and
C. Other procedural matters:  contained in Section III.C of this report.
Ambassador Pedro Vergés
Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS
Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly 
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�.	On March 30, 2016, the Preparatory Committee agreed that, during the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, only meetings and activities that had been presented to, and approved by, the Preparatory Committee or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure would be allowed.


�.	The Preparatory Committee agreed, on March 30, 2016, that all interventions by authorities or representatives of organs, agencies or entities during plenary sessions of the Assembly would be consulted with and agreed upon by the Preparatory Committee or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure. 


�.	The document included activities proper to the General Assembly: plenary sessions, meetings of the General Committee, and protocolary acts; as well as prior, mandated events.


�.	Adopted by the Preparatory Meeting during its meeting of march 30, 2016.


�.	In chronological order (of the date of each event).






_1523193541.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL ASSEMBLY


