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At its meeting of December 8, 2008, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, electing as its Chair Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS.


On that occasion, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure was instructed, inter alia, to prepare the preliminary draft agenda, taking account of the provisions of the OAS Charter
/ and Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
/

On March 30, 2009, the Preparatory Committee considered the report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure (AG/CP/SUB.TP-177/09) on the outcomes of the tasks assigned to it, especially to prepare the preliminary draft agenda for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-155/09 rev. 2) and the preliminary draft annotated agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-156/09 rev. 1).


The Preparatory Committee considered the report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure presented, as well as the observations made by the delegations, and decided:

1. To take note of and thank the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the timely presentation of the report presented in accordance with the provisions of Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

2. To include in the draft agenda for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly the following items:

· Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere (AG/CP/doc.756/09), proposed by the Permanent Mission of Canada

· Unemployment in the Americas, proposed by the Permanent Mission of Venezuela

3. To transmit to the member state governments, in light of the provisions of Article 60 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the draft agenda for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, as well as its draft annotated agenda.

4. To present to the General Assembly for its information and consideration the draft agenda for the thirty-ninth regular session.


At its meeting of May 6, 2009, the Preparatory Committee agreed to the following amendments to the draft agenda:

To delete the item “Unemployment in the Americas,” proposed by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (AG/CP/doc.763/09).


To include the following new items:

· “The socioeconomic and environmental impact of climate change on the countries of the Americas,” proposed by the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda (AG/CP/doc.764/09);
· “Human rights and the elderly,” proposed by the delegation of Chile (AG/CP/doc.765/09);
· “Consumer protection,” proposed by the delegation of El Salvador (AG/CP/doc.766/09); and
· “Strengthening the activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas,” proposed by the delegation of Chile (AG/CP/doc.767/09).

To change the title of the item “Non-violence against women” to “Fostering a culture of non-violence against women” (AG/CP/doc.768/09).


The Committee also decided to include on the Draft Schedule of the Thirty-ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly, as the fourth item for consideration at the fourth plenary session, the item “The socioeconomic and environmental impact of climate change on the countries of the Americas.”
May 6, 2009
DRAFT AGENDA
FOR THE THIRTY-NINTH REGULAR SESSION 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Adoption of the agenda of the General Assembly
2. Adoption of the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee by the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session
3. Annual report of the General Secretariat on the activities and financial condition of the Organization
4. Report of the Secretary General on credentials
5. Annual Report of the Permanent Council
6. Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization
a.
Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)
b.
Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)
c.
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
d.
Inter-American Court of Human Rights
e.
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
f.
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

g.
Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

h.
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

i.
Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

j.
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

k.
Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

l.
Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

m.
Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

n.
Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

o.
Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

p.
Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

7. Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization

a. Three members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

b. Three members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

c. Four members of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

d. Three members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas
e. One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS
f. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat
8. The Question of the Malvinas Islands
9. Continuing participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua
10. Promotion and strengthening of democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter (Report of the Permanent Council)

11. Establishment of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to finance the inter-American human rights system
12. The human rights of all migrant workers and their families

13. Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

14. Support for action against antipersonnel mines in Ecuador and Peru
15. Migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas
16. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security
17. Support for implementation at the hemispheric level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)
18. Inter-American support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
19. Disarmament and nonproliferation education
20. Sixtieth anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man
21. Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”
22. Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region
23. Promotion of the International Criminal Court
24. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for Its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP)

25. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
26. Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
27. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
28. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)

29. Mechanism to follow up on implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”
30. Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force
31. Support for the Inter-American Commission of Women
32. The Inter-American Telecommunication Commission and integration of the peoples of the Americas into the global information society
33. Free trade and investment in the Hemisphere
34. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean 
35. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

36. Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation
37. Promotion of hemispheric cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs
38. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials
39. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions
40. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process
41. Follow-up to the Declaration of Recife
42. Increasing and strengthening civil society participation in the activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process
43. Support for the work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

44. Special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean
45. Confidence- and security-building in the Americas
46. The Americas as an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone
47. Support for the activities of the Inter-American Defense Board
48. Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)

49. Protection of asylum seekers and refugees in the Americas
50. Study of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment
51. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law
52. Right to the truth
53. Strengthening of human rights systems pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas
54. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
55. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
56. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption
57. Strengthening of the national human rights systems of the member states and support for the work of defenders of the people, defenders of the population, and human rights attorneys or commissioners (Ombudsmen)
58. Human rights defenders:  Support for the individuals, groups, and organizations of civil society working to promote and protect human rights in the Americas
59. Strengthening the activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

60. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)

61. Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism
62. Access to public information:  Strengthening democracy
63. Support for enhanced interregional cooperation with the African Union
64. Strengthening the role of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Organization of American States
65. Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices
66. Support for the strengthening of political stability and for socioeconomic development in Haiti
67. Promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality
68. Establishment of the legal assistance fund of the inter-American human rights system
69. Appointment of women to senior management positions at the Organization of American States
70. Modernization and use of electoral technologies in the Hemisphere
71. Human rights and climate change in the Americas
72. Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties
73. Preventing crime and violence in the Americas
74. Prevention and eradication of commercial sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors
75. Promotion of and respect for international humanitarian law
76. Right to freedom of thought and expression and the importance of the media
77. Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity
78. Guidelines for the program-budget of the Organization for 2009
79. First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI
80. Report of the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor
81. Report of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI
82. Eradicating illiteracy and fighting diseases that affect integral development
83. Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI
84. Eradication of hunger:  2008 - International year of the potato
85. Strengthening partnership for development:  Policy dialogue, technical cooperation, structure, and mechanisms
86. Inter-American Meeting on Improving the Availability of, and Access to, Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation Services
87. Poverty, equity, and social inclusion:  Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita
88. Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas

89. Internally displaced persons

90. Use of information and communication technologies

91. Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia

92. 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture

93. Presentation by the Chair of CICAD of the national reports on the implementation of recommendations from the Fourth Evaluation Round of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM)

94. Fostering a culture of non-violence against women

95. Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas in housing its institutional memory

96. XX Pan American Child Congress

97. Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families

98. Fulfilling the promise of the Inter-American Democratic Charter for all the peoples of the Americas

99. Commemoration of the anniversaries of the creation of the IACHR and of the signing of the American Convention on Human Rights

100. Humanitarian assistance and natural disasters

101. Hemispheric efforts to combat trafficking in persons: Conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons
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102. Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere

103. The socioeconomic and environmental impact of climate change on the countries of the Americas
104. Human rights and the elderly

105. Consumer protection
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�.	Legal provisions:  OAS Charter, Article 60:  There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall:  a)	Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly; … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.


�.	Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, Article 31. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.  The Preparatory Committee may recommend that, in view of their importance, certain topics be considered on a priority basis at the opening of the regular session of the Assembly.  The draft agenda shall be accompanied by a report of the Committee, which shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.
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