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At its meeting of April 7, 2009, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly considered the report of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure (AG/CP/SUB.TP-177/09), presented by its Chair, Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS, and decided to adopt and submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session the following recommendations on procedure:

· Maximum duration of the statements of the heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly) 

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the minutes of the sessions and meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)
· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)
· Installation and mandate of the General Committee

In response to a request from the Government of Honduras, the Preparatory Committee agreed that the inaugural session of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly would be held on Tuesday, June 2, at 9:00 a.m.
April 16, 2009
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In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I am pleased to report and submit to the Preparatory Committee for consideration the results of the work entrusted to this Subcommittee for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE

On December 8, 2008, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by virtue of the powers conferred by Article 60 of the Charter of the OAS,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter as well as Articles 29
/, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; 

· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

· Submit its recommendations and decisions on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines established in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter.

The deadline given to the Subcommittee to work on these items was March 27, 2009.

II. PROCEEDINGS

To work on the mandates entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure met on February 20 and on March 16 and 30, 2009.

1. Meeting held on February 20, 2009

On February 20, 2009, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held its first meeting to consider the following matters:


a.
Preliminary draft agenda

The Committee began its consideration of the preliminary draft agenda of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-155/09) and on the preliminary draft annotated agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-156/09).

Both preliminary draft agendas were prepared by the General Secretariat based on issues identified in the OAS Charter; the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and the items agreed on at the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, held in Medellín, Colombia, in June 2008, and at previous sessions of the General Assembly.

b.
Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations, or for requests for the inclusion of topics, on the draft agenda of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Articles 29 and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set March 27, 2009, as the deadline by which delegations should present their observations on the preliminary draft agenda of the General Assembly or request the inclusion of new topics.

c.
Establishment of deadline for submission of draft declarations and draft resolutions

April 30, 2009, was set as the deadline for submitting new draft resolutions, which, in accordance with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, must be submitted to the Secretary General with an indication of the agenda item to which they refer.

d.
Decision on draft schedules of the meetings of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session

In considering this topic, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure took into account the October 26, 2006, decision of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly in which, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, a decision was taken to consider the draft schedules of the dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers, with representatives of labor, with civil society organizations, and with the Private Sector Forum.

On the modus operandi to be followed for consideration of the aforementioned draft schedules, the Subcommittee decided to ask the General Secretariat, through the pertinent technical offices, to forward to the Subcommittee at its next meeting on March 16, the schedule of meetings of the heads of delegation during the General Assembly session.

2. Meeting of March 16, 2009

On March 16, 2009, the Subcommittee on Agenda held a meeting to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the preliminary draft agenda and inclusion of new items

In a note dated March 9, 2009 (AG/CP/SUB.TP-160/09), the Permanent Mission of Mexico requested inclusion of the item “Internally displaced persons,” which the Subcommittee decided to include on the preliminary agenda.

It also considered the request from the Permanent Council Chair who, by a note dated March 5 (AG/CP/SUB.TP-161/09), informed the Subcommittee Chair that the Permanent Council had decided to convene a special session of the General Assembly for September 30, 2009, to examine the proposed program-budget, indicating that it would therefore be up to the Subcommittee to consider whether to withdraw the item from the preliminary draft agenda. Taking into consideration the Permanent Council’s decision in resolution CP/RES. 946 (1682/09), the Subcommittee decided to withdraw said item.

b. Drawing of lots for rooms in venue hotels of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly
With 33 heads of delegation attending from 34 member states, the Subcommittee proceeded to draw lots for suites in the venue hotels of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-163/09 corr. 1 and AG/CP/SUB.TP-164/09).  Copies of the list with the results were given to delegations that requested them.

c. Consideration of the preliminary draft schedule

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure began consideration of the preliminary draft schedule prepared by the Secretariat in collaboration with the Government of Honduras. It was explained that said document was functional in purpose, as it fell to the President of the General Assembly, pursuant to Article 15 of the Rules of Procedure, to convene sessions and establish orders of business, among other powers. 

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, made a presentation on the items on that preliminary draft schedule (AG/CP/SUB.TP-158/09 rev. 1), which included an inaugural session, on Monday, June 1, 2009; four plenary sessions; three meetings of the General Committee; and a closing session scheduled for Wednesday, June 3, as well as the so-called private dialogue of heads of delegation, hosted by the Government of Honduras.

d. Presentation of preliminary draft schedules of meetings to be held during the General Assembly session: Dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers, and with representatives of civil society, the Private Sector Forum, and labor

The presentation of the aforementioned preliminary draft schedules was made by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, who presented for the consideration of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure five different options for holding those meetings, as requested by the delegations at the first meeting.  Following extensive debate, the Subcommittee decided to continue consideration of these preliminary draft schedules at a subsequent meeting, bearing in mind the observations made by delegations.

e. Other procedural matters

At the suggestion of its Chair, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to apply the following procedures:

· Maximum duration of statements of heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly):  six minutes

· Decision on a deadline for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly):  Tuesday, June 2, at 11:00 a.m.

· Decision on minutes of the sessions and meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly):  verbatim minutes for plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings

· Decision on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 1 to 3, 2009

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly):  To be installed to consider resolutions on which consensus could not be reached at headquarters and any others that may be presented by delegations during the General Assembly session.

3. Meeting of March 30, 2009

On March 30, 2009, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held its final meeting to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the preliminary draft agenda and inclusion of new items
The Secretariat presented a revised version of the preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-155/09 rev. 1), which included the item “Internally displaced persons” but not the item “2010 Program-budget of the Organization, 2010 Quotas and contributions to FEMCIDI.”

It also considered new requests it had received for inclusion of the following topics on the preliminary draft agenda of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly:

· Use of information and communication technologies – Proposed by the delegation of Colombia (AG/CP/SUB.TP-165/09)

· Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia – Proposed by the delegation of Bolivia (AG/CP/SUB.TP-167/09)

· 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture – Proposed by the delegation of Chile (AG/CP/SUB.TP-168/09 corr. 1)

· Presentation by the Chairman of CICAD of the National Reports on the implementation of recommendations from the Fourth Evaluation Round of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) – Proposed by the delegation of Chile (AG/CP/SUB.TP-169/09)

· Non-violence against women – Proposed by the delegation of Chile (AG/CP/SUB.TP-173/09)

· Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas in housing its institutional memory – Proposed by the delegation of Canada (AG/CP/SUB.TP-170/09)

· XX Pan American Child Congress – Proposed by the delegation of Peru (AG/CP/SUB.TP-171/09) 

· Disappeared persons and assistance to their families – Proposed by the delegations of Peru and Argentina (AG/CP/SUB.TP-174/09 and AG/CP/SUB.TP-176/09, respectively)

· Fulfilling the promise of the Inter-American Democratic Charter for all the peoples of the Americas – Proposed by the delegation of the United States of America (AG/CP/SUB.TP-172/09)

· Commemoration of the anniversaries of the creation of the IACHR and of the signing of the American Convention on Human Rights – Proposed by the delegation of Argentina (AG/CP/SUB.TP-175/09)

· Humanitarian assistance and natural disasters – Proposed by the delegation of Argentina (AG/CP/SUB.TP-176/09)

· Hemispheric efforts to combat trafficking in persons: Conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons - Proposed by the delegation of Argentina (AG/CP/SUB.TP-176/09)


It should be noted with respect to the request for inclusion of the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” that the delegation of Chile made the following statement and requested that it be included in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:

“Mr. Chair,

“Chile has been forging a relationship with Bolivia based on broad dialogue—which we are especially satisfied to point out.

“However, as concerns the request of the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic ‘Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia’ on the agenda and schedule for the next regular session of the General Assembly.  I do so because it is a subject that has to do exclusively with bilateral matters, which are outside the purview of this Organization.

“I request that this statement be included in the minutes of the Preparatory Meeting and in the corresponding report.”


With regard to the item proposed by the delegation of Chile, “Non-violence against women,” which said delegation had initially asked to have considered at the third plenary session, the Committee discussed the possibility of its being taken up at the fourth plenary session.  In that case, the delegation of the Argentine Republic requested that it be considered after the item regularly scheduled as the first item of the fourth session, “The Question of the Malvinas Islands.”  The Chair asked the two delegations to reach an agreement on the matter and to inform the Committee once they had done so.  On Tuesday March 31, the Chair was informed of the agreement to consider the item under consideration at the fourth plenary session after the item “The Question of the Malvinas Islands.”


As concerned the request by the delegation of the United States, the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela expressed a reservation since the timing of the request afforded little time for its consideration and that no reply had yet been received from Venezuela's foreign ministry concerning its inclusion.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the items identified in the preceding paragraphs on the preliminary draft agenda of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, with the reservation expressed by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Bearing in mind that the deadline for submission of new items had passed, the Subcommittee also decided to submit the preliminary draft agenda to the Preparatory Committee for consideration.

b. Continued consideration of the preliminary draft schedules for the meetings to be held during the General Assembly session:  Dialogue of heads of delegation with permanent observers and with representatives of civil society, the Private Sector Forum, and labor 

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure heard the presentation by Ms. Sherry Tross, the Assistant Secretary General’s Chief of Staff, in which she noted that in considering the suggestions by the delegations in past sessions, the Secretariat had decided to present a new option 6 (AG/CP/SUB.TP-159/09 rev. 1).

After a lengthy debate on the topic, a decision was taken to adopt option 6 as presented by the Secretariat, which proposes a meeting on Monday, June 1 in the morning, separately and for the same period of time, with the representatives of labor and the Private Sector Forum, followed by a dialogue/meeting with permanent observers and in the afternoon with representatives of civil society.

c. Continued consideration of the preliminary draft schedule


The Secretariat prepared a revised preliminary draft schedule that took into account the comments made at the last Subcommittee meeting and included the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 3, in response to the request by the Chair of the SIRG that this item remain within the framework of the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.

The Chair proposed, and it was so decided, that the preliminary draft schedule be approved with the addition of the following items in the fourth plenary session: “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” and “Non-violence against women” and that it be referred to the Preparatory Committee for consideration.

III. PROCEDURAL MATTERS

In keeping with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, at its meetings of February 20 and March 16 and 30, 2009, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure after consideration decided to present to the Preparatory Committee the following recommendations on the conduct of the thirty-ninth regular session of the Assembly:

1. Draft agenda
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure submits to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly for consideration the draft agenda for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, which has been prepared pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

2. Draft schedule
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered the draft schedule for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly and decided to present it to the Preparatory Committee for approval, in addition to the draft schedules for the dialogues of heads of delegation with permanent observers, civil society organizations, the Private Sector Forum, and labor representatives in OAS member states.

3. Statements by the heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the draft schedule for the General Assembly, the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly should in no case exceed six minutes, the same length of time that will be allotted for the statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities mentioned in Article 6 of said Rules of Procedure.

4. Deadline for the presentation of proposals

As suggested by the Chair, the Subcommittee also decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that, under the powers conferred in Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, April 30, 2009, be established as the target date for the submission of new draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations pertaining to the agenda of the General Assembly.  However, that decision, adopted to facilitate preparatory work for the General Assembly, would in no way entail a change in Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure. 

It was also decided that the General Secretariat should distribute, upon receipt, with the proper classifications, the draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations presented by delegations. 

Delegations, when presenting draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations to the Secretary General, should indicate to which agenda items they pertain.  The General Secretariat should publish the proposals presented by delegations, with the appropriate classifications, exactly as presented by the delegations.

5. Minutes

Pursuant to Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend that verbatim minutes be kept for plenary sessions and that summary minutes be kept for meetings of the General Committee.

6. Duration

It was decided that the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, beginning with an inaugural session on Monday, June 1, and ending with a closing session on Wednesday, June 3, 2009.

7. General Committee
The Subcommittee decided to recommend that the General Committee be installed and given the following mandates:

i. To deal with those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new proposals the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;

ii. 
To decide on and consider, as necessary, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or of the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

iii. 
To consider projects or activities with budgetary implications before they are approved by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

IV.
CONCLUSIONS


Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the foregoing recommendations of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello
Permanent Representative of Honduras
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	�.	Article 60 of the OAS Charter  “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly;  … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


	�.	Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly   For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set. In preparing this preliminary draft agenda, the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.
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