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Item 94 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force
(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2008)

The General Assembly,

RECOGNIZING the urgent need to increase and coordinate humanitarian and technical assistance to ensure a rapid, timely, and effective response to natural and man-made disasters and other emergencies;

REAFFIRMING the importance for member states to develop national strategies and initiatives in the area of mutual assistance and technical cooperation in the event of natural disasters;

RECOGNIZING the important role played by national efforts in risk reduction and disaster response and reaffirming the importance of international cooperation, particularly at the regional level, in order to strengthen existing national and regional efforts, as well as bodies dedicated to both disaster risk reduction and recovery processes; 
CONSIDERING:

That the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere, meeting at the First Summit of the Americas, in Miami in December 1994, established guidelines for governments, on a voluntary basis, to establish, organize, and finance a corps of volunteers to work at the national level and, at the same time, be at the disposal of other countries of the Hemisphere and, eventually, the United Nations system, on a stand-by basis, for prevention, relief, rehabilitation, and technical, social, and development cooperation, with the aim of reducing the effects of natural disasters, social and developmental needs, and emergencies; 


That effective natural disaster reduction and mitigation is dependent on a high degree of preparedness, mobilization, and coordination of the governments of the countries affected at all levels;


That it is a matter of priority to support and collaborate in efforts to deal with any large-scale incident that exceeds local-response capability, as well as to cooperate in activities to prevent, mitigate, prepare for, and warn against natural and other disasters;

That the Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force of the National Civil Defense and Disaster Management Organization of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is a professional, multidisciplinary, and multisectoral unit with the capacity to act in various national and international settings in the area of disaster prevention and response; it has specialized teams to conduct search, rescue, and recovery operations, to provide education and training, to offer psychosocial and medical care to victims, and to plan for and assess situations entailing threats, vulnerability, or risk for the population; and

That the Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force, since its inception, has provided humanitarian assistance, actively and on the basis of solidarity, to countries of Central America, South America, and the Caribbean that have been affected by disasters and have requested international cooperation,
RESOLVES:

1.
To recognize the Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force as a national initiative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, which acts in the Hemisphere for prevention, relief, rehabilitation, and technical, social, and development cooperation, before and after disasters, whether natural or man-made, in the Hemisphere.

2.
To welcome the assistance and cooperation activities conducted by the Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force and to encourage its coordination with similar initiatives and organs of the inter-American sytem and internacional community engaged in disaster response.

3.
To instruct the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) to promote, through the Permanent Council, the establishment of similar initiatives.

4.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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