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REMARKS BY THE OAS SECRETARY GENERAL, JOSÉ MIGUEL INSULZA, 
UPON HIS REELECTION AS HEAD OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION
My thanks to the ministers, secretaries, and representatives of the member countries for this decision, which I accept with great humility but also with great happiness and deep affection for all of you.
I believe that, even though there was just one candidate, broad discussion has surrounded this election, and this is important because of the diversity of voices prevailing in our Hemisphere. For my part, I have made an effort never to lose sight of our founding Charter, which states that any independent state of the Americas that accepts it may become a member of this Organization, and we must endeavor to embrace all of them within, of course, the norms, agreements, treaties, and commitments that we have freely adopted. 
I have said that today’s multilateralism is different from the multilateralism in effect when the Organization was founded. Today, our multilateral organizations also assume important commitments founded on common values that we all share. The raison d’être of a regional organization does not only depend on geographic reasons or on the coincidence that we all live in the same Hemisphere, but rather on the fact that we share a set of values and ideas that we endeavor to put into practice. It is these freely assumed ideas and commitments that must always guide our action. 
In the coming years, we will continue striving to consolidate the representative democracy that we achieved at such great cost just a few decades ago. How important it is–and this has been said time and again–that all the states represented here have democratically elected governments. This had never been the case in our region. We must all take great pains to defend it and strengthen it, and we have valuable instruments at our disposal to do so.
The Inter-American Democratic Charter, which we signed at a very emotional time, is a better reflection of our principles than any other instrument. And the founding Charter and other instruments embody ideas and principles that express that common determination. Implementing them does not simply entail holding elections–and we’ve certainly been successful in that regard–but also addressing all those matters that our governments consider a part of democracy. There is no room for theoretical debate on this point:  we must simply acknowledge what our states have told us about the meaning of democracy.  And of course they went far beyond elections to discuss topics familiar to all of us: human rights, freedom of expression, the separation of powers, respect for democratically elected authority, and respect for the rights of workers, women, and others also included in the Charter. 
These are the issues we have taken on board and will be working on in the years ahead. But make no mistake: this is an organization of independent states and not a police organization. Hence it expects the member states to respect democracy but does not oblige them to do so. Nothing can be accomplished without that commitment and devotion to democracy we must all demonstrate. That is the significance of the oft-repeated words of Secretary General Alberto Lleras Camargo–that the OAS would be what the member states wanted it to be–because the commitment to democracy originates in the states represented here and they are the ones who must essentially endeavor to meet it. In our modest way, all we can do is help. We can make suggestions and proposals, but the enormous task of providing each man and woman in the Hemisphere with justice, participation, a vote, an egalitarian government that treats everyone with respect, and a government of laws, is a task incumbent on our member states.
We will be shoring up our advocacy for human rights, an area in which we already have a long and meaningful track record.  To do so, we clearly have to make significant improvements in our own discussions, as well as in the interaction between our states and the Commission and the Court. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, that independent organ we have, has brought enormous satisfaction to this Organization and has shown the world the face of a Hemisphere that seeks increasingly to improve human rights conditions. 
We will try to strike a better balance between our policy on democracy and our development policies. Indeed, this is indicated in our Charter: democracy, development, and justice are inextricably linked, and we must at all costs strengthen the corresponding instruments, especially those within our purview, such as institution building and human resource development (our scholarship program is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year). We have to reinforce our efforts in all areas and in all aspects of development in order to give the states, especially the least developed and smallest among them and those at greatest risk, opportunities to move forward toward a level of development we all aspire to.
We will be focusing on the area of public security. Fortunately, our region is living in peace–a situation we hope will never be jeopardized. We do not want the problems of other regions ever to reach our shores. But the major problem besetting our people today has to do with public security, the fight against drug trafficking, violence, organized crime, arms trafficking, and trafficking in persons. These are all tasks that have to be foremost in our efforts.
We will endeavor to promote the status of women and gender equality in our region. We have made great strides in this area thus far. We have an institutional structure in place that dates back to before the OAS and that can tackle much more to achieve full recognition of women’s rights, which is an essential component of any democratic system.
We will strive to be more efficient. We have made considerable headway in this regard, more so than is apparent from outside the Organization, but a great effort must be made to improve our work, to ensure that good use is made of all of the resources provided by our states at great sacrifice, and to obtain additional external resources. Naturally this assumes that the states make their contributions and that everyone understands that, even with the resources at our disposal, it is difficult to accomplish the tremendous number of mandates entrusted to us. I hope that we’ll be able to address this issue this year and to resolve it, so that it does not reemerge as a new problem year after year.
I want to thank you for the opportunity you have given me to carry out these tasks and many others that are still pending, such as the convention on indigenous peoples and the convention against all forms of discrimination, and for the trust you have placed in me to do so. 
First of all, I would like to thank my country, Chile. Its support has been a state policy, but I believe it goes even further. The marked unanimous support Chile gave me for this election and for the previous one stems from a shared belief in democracy. We have worked hard on both sides over the years to forge a democracy for everyone and I believe that, as said by the foreign minister of Chile when we met yesterday, there are more things that unite us than divide us.
I would also like to thank my cherished friends in my region, South America, where my candidacy took root five years ago and again recently. I thank my friends in the Caribbean, who have offered me so much friendship and understanding and with whom we have worked so diligently. I thank my friends in Central America, with whom we have been engaged and successful in working together in the areas of democracy and development and with whom we reached a sound understanding during the moments of crisis in that region.
Thanks to my brothers and sisters in Mexico, my country by kinship and adoption, and to my friends in Canada, without whose help it would have been difficult for us to implement many of our programs. I think that the Canadian Government’s efforts to make the Hemisphere a priority are apparent on a daily basis in the work the Organization carries out with its support.
And thanks to the host country, the United States. This Organization is located in United States territory and it is because of the efforts and support of the U.S. Government that we are able to work as we do. The contribution it makes, not only materially but also politically, is invaluable to the Organization. 
I am also grateful to the states associated with our Organization for their firm support for our principles, objectives, and activities. Many of our programs and projects are made possible through their generous support.
All of us want to work together to build something. I believe that what we see here increasingly, in a positive light, is the diversity of our world of the Americas, a Hemisphere whose distinct colors and regions, and diverse languages and latitudes, are increasingly apparent. I thank all of you for your support. 
In conclusion, I would like to express appreciation to those who have always been by my side: to Georgina, my wife, with whom I have shared this adventure for so many years, for two and a half decades, to my entire family, and to the people who work with me. Thank you for everything. I hope to do my utmost to follow up on all the ideas and proposals you have submitted to me.
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Thank you very much.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �AG04765E07�








_956984683.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL  ASSEMBLY



