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FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

SUMMARY OF THE DIALOGUE OF HEADS OF DELEGATIONS, THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF WORKERS, THE PRIVATE SECTOR, CIVIL SOCIETY AND OTHER SOCIAL ACTORS ON THE THEME OF THE FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY “DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”

Asunción, Paraguay – June 3rd, 2014

The Dialogue of Heads of Delegations, the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General with Representatives of Workers, the Private Sector, Civil Society, and other Social Actors, conducted in the framework of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), afforded the representatives of networks of civil society and social actors, labor unions, and the private sector an opportunity to make recommendations to the Heads of Delegations of the Member States and the OAS Secretary General regarding the theme of the General Assembly session "Development with Social Inclusion." It was also an opportunity to exchange points of view and discuss the policies being implemented by the Member States and the OAS on that subject. The Dialogue was moderated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay, Ambassador Eladio Loizaga in his capacity as representative of the host country of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Paraguay welcomed the Heads of Delegation, the OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, and the representatives of civil society, social actors, workers, and the private sector. Like the OAS Secretary General, he underscored the importance of the Dialogue for his government, as the best opportunity to exchange opinions on the subject of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly “Development with Social Inclusion”. 
The OAS Secretary General praised the Member States for the formalization of the decade-old Dialogue and stressed that the theme of the forty-fourth General Assembly was perhaps of greater concern to civil society, the private sector, worker´s groups and other social actors than any other topic previously debated in a similar event, given the effects of inequality and social exclusion on all layers of society. The Secretary General further commended the ever growing participation of civil society and other actors in the Dialogue and invited all participants to freely speak their minds in a respectful and constructive manner. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay stated that development with social inclusion was a shared aspiration among the countries of the Hemisphere and called for the articulation of mechanisms to enable the OAS to channel and facilitate the exchange of best practices, expertise and knowledge on the topic. Along these lines, he stressed the importance of the participation of all civil society, private sector, workers groups and social actors to reach the intended objectives in the field of social inclusion.  
The Minister of Foreign Affairs then offered the floor to the civil society representatives. 

· YOUTH RECOMMENDATIONS

Ms. María Clara Berendsen Pereira, representative of the Tale and Innovation Competition of the Americas (TIC Americas), presented the recommendations of the young people who took part in the TIC Americas 2014, held in Asunción, Paraguay on June 1 and 2, 2014, where they discussed the importance of strengthening the role of young people as active social actors for the elaboration of policies through dialogue. Ms. Berendsen urged among others the creation, strengthening and promotion of a crosscutting entrepreneurial culture through education, training, mentoring in the region and called for a more effective dissemination of existing opportunities to young people in rural and outlying communities as well as to vulnerable groups. Ms. Berendsen further underscored the need for education from an early age on social inclusion issues, and outlined the commitment made by the young people to increase and strengthen the Youth Network of the Americas. 
· REMARKS BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

Mr. Marcial Gómez of the Paraguayan Federación Nacional Campesina, speaking on behalf of civil society organizations working for social inclusion, stressed the fact that social inclusion constitutes a concept devoid of meaning if everyone is not guaranteed the same rights. He called for the elaboration of government policies of no discrimination, reforms and laws against racism, racial discrimination, sexism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance.  Mr. Gómez further expressed concern regarding extreme land exploitation and its impact on indigenous, afro-descendant and rural communities and urged governments to develop alternate and inclusive economic models that respect the rights of all people as well as the environment. Lastly, regarding current security policies which criminalize and stigmatize certain groups of society, Mr. Gómez proposed the adoption of nonviolent conflict resolution practices as well as strengthening human rights education. 

Ms. Graciela Dubrez of the Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina (OIP) spoke on behalf of civil society organizations working for the promotion of democracy and conveyed the group´s profound preoccupation regarding 1) the militarization of conflicts and the ensuing erosion of human rights and democracy, 2) the migration policies and ill-treatment of migrants and refugees in the Americas and 3) the situation of Guantanamo detainees. She called for the General Assembly topic to be renamed “Development of Democracy for Social Inclusion”, pointing that that both concepts are interdependent and mutually reinforcing and urged member states to comply with the democratic principles and human rights as essential pillars for the social, economic and political development of the peoples of the Hemisphere.  
Ms. Camila Zabala of the Aireana Group for Lesbian Rights presented the recommendations of the group working for the securing and protection of human rights for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual, Transgender, Transvestite and Intersex (LGBTTTI) persons. Ms. Zabala underscored the negative social and economic effects of all forms of exclusion, pointing in particular that discrimination not only violates a person or group´s human rights but is also conducive to poverty.  On behalf of the group, she thanked the member states for the adoption of the Inter-American Convention against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and the Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and exhorted all countries of the region to sign and ratify both instruments. 
· REMARKS BY WORKERS´ REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. Graciela Congo of Education Secretariat of the Paraguayan chapter of the Central Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT) mentioned the economic crisis affecting the world since 2008 and the importance of not ascribing the cost of this crisis solely on workers. Ms. Congo called for a new sustainable development model based on dignified and decent work, wealth distribution, participatory democracy, gender equality, and intergenerational and environmental social protection and inclusion for all, stressing that the challenge of the Twenty-First Century was to consolidate mechanisms to guarantee that people rather than corporations define the social and political course in the Hemisphere.  Lastly, Ms. Congo spoke of the unanimous workers‘ strike which took place on March of 2014 in Paraguay, insisting the Government respect the commitments made during the ensuing social dialogue process. 
Mr. Roni Barbosa, Executive Director of the Brazilian chapter of the Central Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT) and Vice-President of the Trade Union Advisory Council (COSATE) underscored the similarities between the central theme of the General Assembly and the collective preoccupations of the Unions of the hemisphere which were consolidated into the Development Platform of the Americas (PLADA) document, launched in Santiago, Chile on May 6, 2014. PLADA calls for the establishment of dialogue with governments, civil society and other social, political actors and international institutions and proposes an alternate vision for the Hemisphere. Mr. Barbosa spoke of the political and social dimensions of development stressing that the new political era proposed by the union’s calls for the establishment of a new relationship between society, state and market as well as, among others, strengthening of regional and sub-regional integration processes as development instruments and the just distribution of income and wealth. 
· REMARKS BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR

Mr. Eduardo Felippo, President of the Union Industrial Paraguaya spoke of the importance of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) as unique opportunities for development. He indicated that PPPs allowed for the private sector to work on infrastructure and economic development, thereby freeing the state and allowing it to focus on the social dimensions of development.  Mr. Felippo further underscored the importance of decent work for poverty reduction and called for greater regional integration for the transport and commerce of goods.  Mr. Felippo said that PPPs were not the product of ideological tenets and called for the OAS and its member states to support the development of more PPPs in countries with the least experience in the matter, through technical assistance and the transfer of expertise. 
Mr. Luis Alberto Salvador Albán, Secretary General of the Asociación de Industriales Latinoamericanos (AILA) described PPPs as the alignment of efforts between public and private sectors for common objectives, to eradicate poverty and improve the quality of life in a nation. Mr. Salvador spoke of the need to develop the cities of the Hemisphere – given the concentration of population in urban areas – and the corresponding necessity for private sector incentives to build infrastructure and affordable housing, and establish job-creating industries and for governments to invest in public services such as education, water, electricity and roads. Mr. Salvador also spoke of public-private partnerships as sources of both social and economic benefits citing the example of Medellin, Colombia as a pioneer for a model of corporate social responsibility which has since been replicated and applied in the whole country.
Following the first round of recommendations by the representatives of youth, civil society, workers, the private sector and other social actors, the floor was offered to the Heads of Delegation of the Member States so that might comment on the statements put forth.   
· COMMENTS BY MEMBER STATES

Mr. Wilfred Peter Elrington, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belize, praised the role of Mexico and Venezuela as pioneers in the region in the forging of public-private partnerships with the oil industry, stressing in particular that, as a result, the vast majority of profits from the industry remains in the Hemisphere, thereby generating wealth for its citizens. Minister Elrington also underlined the importance of Government intervention in the activities of the private sector as a key factor in thwarting the banking and automobile industry crisis at the end of the last decade and indicated that public-private partnerships are indispensable for governments to be able to distribute wealth on an equitable basis and improve the delivery and quality of services. 
Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, acknowledged that civil society plays an essential role in the social and economic transformation of a country. Along these lines, Ambassador Parsan outlined the creation by his Government of two new instruments of permanent collaboration with civil society: the Economic Development Board and the Council of Innovation and Competitiveness. Ambassador Parsan further presented his country´s policies to facilitate access to education, to promote women’s rights and nondiscrimination, and reported the establishment of a first Committee for the Development of Indigenous people. Lastly, Ambassador Parsan drew attention to the problem of illicit arms trafficking which particularly affects the Caribbean, calling for all countries to sign and implement the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials. 
Ambassador Denis Ronaldo Moncada Colindre, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS, lauded public-private and workers partnerships as key for social development and the fight against poverty in Nicaragua where these tripartite alliances coupled with a permanent dialogue mechanism have promoted private investment, international cooperation and corporate social responsibility as well as facilitated public policy, problem-solving and consensus-building with workers ‘groups.  Ambassador Moncada further assured of his Government´s intent to continue working in concert with the private sector and worker´s groups as well as civil society to consolidate stability and social cohesion as factors for growth and poverty and inequality reduction. 
Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Represenantive of the United States to the OAS, emphasized the role played by civil society organizations to overcome country limitations and promote social inclusion, as well as the importance of civil society input and expertise to help member states identify best practices in areas such as access to health, education, justice, and economic opportunities among others.  Along these lines, Ambassador Lomellin called on Governments to work together to defend the vital role of civil society to build free and fair societies in the Hemisphere.  Ambassador Lomellin also welcomed the establishment within the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) of a Rapporteurship on the rights of LGBTI persons and informed of the efforts of her country, in partnership with Brazil to promote equality through the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. Lastly, Ambassador Lomellin extolled the role of public-private partnerships as fundamental for the mobilization of people and resources to stimulate economic growth as well as financial and social inclusion.  
Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, saluted the participation of civil society in the consultation process for the Strategic Vision of the OAS and recognized the importance of public-private partnerships and in the building development with social inclusion. In that sense, Ambassador Rabasa stated that Mexico had sought to increase and strengthen mechanisms aimed at facilitating the participation of civil society in the design and implementation of policies and expressed his country´s interest to promote the exchange and transfer of best practices with other countries of the region on successful civil society-public partnerships. Regarding development with social inclusion, Ambassador Rabasa proposed entrusting the OAS General Secretariat or an OAS Ad Hoc Committee with the task of conducting a detailed study on the specific and actual causes of social exclusion, marginalization and discrimination of women, youth, indigenous people, the disabled, the elderly, LGBTTTI, religious minorities etc, arguing that without a clear understanding of the causes, it would not be possible to develop meaningful and impactful policies to address the problem. 
Ambassador Edgar Ugalde Álvarez, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS, recognized the part played by civil society organization in the fight against social exclusion. Ambassador Ugalde then stated that poverty constituted a key violation of human rights as it was the main cause for inequality and discrimination. He stressed the urgency to fight not only poverty but also deep-rooted prejudice which tends to associate poverty with lack of ability and talent. Ambassador Ugalde further called for the creation of opportunities, particularly for young people of under-privileged classes so that they may overcome the obstacles of poverty and realize their full potential.  
Ambassador Joaquín Alexander Maza Martelli, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, outlined his Government’s priority to translate the people’s expectations in development programs and policies for the benefit of all social groups. Ambassador Maza urged Member States to promote spaces for effective and all-inclusive citizen participation, to strengthen human rights, empower marginalized groups, youth, women, migrants etc. Ambassador Maza underscored the importance of civil society participation in decision-making, tolerance, transparency, accountability as basic parameters that characterize democratic societies and expressed support to Mexico´s proposal to entrust the OAS with carrying out a study on the roots of social exclusion and called for the Dialogue with civil society to become a permanent rather than annual feature at the OAS. 
Ambassador Nilda Celia Garre, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS, welcomed the opportunity to dialogue with civil society and praised their role in strengthening democracy and human rights through oversight and control of policies adopted and implemented by the Member States. Ambassador Garre called for the institution of mechanisms of consultation with civil society when designing policies, citing the example of Argentina, where structural changes were attained as a result of all citizens, including the hitherto marginalized groups and stressing the responsibility of civil society to ensure the oversee and guarantee of human rights, the equitable distribution of wealth and integral development overall.  
Following the first round of comments by the Member States, the floor was once again given to the representatives of the private sector, workers and civil society for a new round of recommendations. 

· REMARKS BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR

Mr. Ingo Plöger, Chair of the Latin American Business Council (CEAL) highlighted three lessons-learned from public-private partnerships. First, these partnerships are successful only in democratic regimes, with long-term planning and in collaboration with civil society. Second, social insertion should be a permanent agenda in long-term planning and should also be a criterion for future public-private partnerships.  Mr. Plöger added that the Americas are the only region with a shrinking GINI coefficient or income gap, which constitutes an essential point for sustainable development. Last, Mr. Plöger pointed out that heads of public-private partnerships should rethink mechanisms for dialogue with civil society in order to ensure success in reaching long-term priorities. 
· REMARKS BY WORKERS´REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Iván González Alvarado, Political Coordinator of the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA/CSA) presented the environmental dimension of the Development Platform of the Americas (PLADA) which calls for a slowdown of the predatory use of environmental resources by wealthier nations, the promotion of a socio-environmental balance and the development of technologies that do not aggravate climate change and desertification.  Mr. González then addressed the political dimension of PLADA, calling for a new relationship between society, the state and the market and a new, reformulated democratic state with direct societal participation and consultation as well as reformed political and judicial systems to impede private sector interference in government decision.  
· REMARKS BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

Mr. Richard Izquierdo, representative of Human Life International spoke on behalf of the “Pro-Life- Pro-Family” group, calling for the OAS to strengthen the following points: the need to protect the family as the basis of society; the right to life; the promotion, strengthening and protection of marriage between a man and woman for the purposes of reproduction and mutual support; and, the equity between men and women. Mr. Izquierdo further asked member states to promote sex education policies and expressed condemnation of violence against human dignity. 
Mr. Enrique Gauto Bozzano of the Coordinadora de Derechos Humanos del Paraguay (CODEHUPY) asked OAS Member States to ratify the American Convention on Human Rights, the Inter-American Convention against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and the Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, as well as guarantee the independence of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).  Mr. Gauto further addressed the structural consequences of social exclusion and discrimination against specific, most vulnerable groups of society.  He also stressed the need to have a system for the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents and urged Member States to adopt measured design to protect human rights defenders in the Hemisphere.  Lastly, Mr. Gauto underlined the inefficacy of punitive policies against the drug, organized crime and delinquency problems calling instead for alternate and innovating responses and invited countries of the region to strengthen measures to prevent, sanction and eradicate violence against women and forced disappearances.  
Ms. Lottie Cunningham Wren of the Asociación Centro de la Justicia y Derechos Humanos de la Costa Atlántica de Nicaragua (CEJUDHCAN) presented the recommendations of the Indigenous Peoples´ group, requesting the General Assembly to urge OAS Member States to guarantee the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in the process and in all OAS spaces; to include indigenous people in the preparatory process for the VII Summit of the Americas; to respect the rights of indigenous peoples, including self-determination; and to open the consultation process and dialogue on the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples for approval.  Ms. Cunningham Wren also asked for compliance with Inter-American Court of Human Rights decisions as regards indigenous people and respect for the autonomy and independence of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). 
Ms. Mirta Moragas of the Aireana Group for Lesbian Rights, presented the recommendations of group of Women´s Rights and Sexual and Reproductive Rights and called for Member States to guarantee the autonomy and independence of the IACHR as well as the strengthening of the Inter-American System on Human Rights.  Ms. Moragas further called for public policies to eradicate violence against women, safe and free access to abortion and access to contraception as well as the inclusion in the General Assembly agenda of a resolution for an Inter-American Convention on Sexual and Reproductive Rights. Ms. Moragas also urged the adoption of the Inter-American Convention against Racism and all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.  Lastly, she made mention of the fact that no consensus had been reached by the group and indicated that a second document of recommendations was to be distributed to the delegations, expressing additional positions of some of the participants. 
After the second round of comments by the representatives of civil society, workers and the private sector, the floor was once more offered for comments to the Heads of Delegation of the Member States. 

· COMMENTS BY MEMBER STATES

Ambassador Carmen Luisa Velasquez de Visbal, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS, welcomed the event and stated that dialogue and tolerance were essential to build equity and social inclusion. Ambassador Velasquez added that while sides may differ in their opinions, maintaining an open dialogue is key to resolving these differences.  
Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS took note of the fact the OAS is one of the few international organizations that includes a dialogue with civil society as part of its process and saluted the wide variety of views expressed with tolerance and respect and stressed the role of civil society organizations, the private sector, Labor and Youth as crucial to healthy democratic societies.  Ambassador Culham also underscored the importance of social inclusion in a multilingual and multicultural country such as Canada and expressed his interest in gaining further insight on the subject through the contributions of civil society in the event carried out with civil society during the General Assembly. 
Counselor Frank Tressler, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, conveyed the importance of the forum for democratic strengthening and applauded the opportunity to hear the aspirations and concerns of citizens and vulnerable groups and strive to translate them into policies intended to correct systemic flaws. Along these lines, Mr. Tressler called for the Inter-American Human Rights System to also hear civil society´s hopes and preoccupations. Mr. Tressler further touted the recent launch of the Americas Development Platform (PLADA) in Chile and spoke of his government´s plan to reform education to increase quality, equity and inclusion. 
Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS, spoke of the array of proposals, requests and grievances expressed by civil society representatives and of the ensuing need to maintain an open, honest and inclusive dialogue with citizens. Secondly, Ambassador Rosa acknowledged the importance of continuing to make mutual concessions to strive towards equality, equity and improved development with social inclusion which civil society requests.  Recognizing that national agendas in the Hemisphere are similar and intrinsically linked, Ambassador Rosa added that countries could exchange best practices to truly strengthen the four pillars of the OAS, namely: Democracy, Human Rights, Multidimensional Security and Integral Development.  
Ambassador Andrés González Diaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, expressed his satisfaction regarding the existence of a more robust, tolerant and introspective civil society in the Americas as an essential element for democracy, and lauded the ever growing participation of civil society in OAS events.  Additionally, Ambassador González spoke of a new paradigm for a “better growth” for everyone and with everyone, based on the eradication of poverty and the guarantee of dignity, respect and inclusion for all sectors of society. Ambassador González outlined the need for all sectors - civil society, private sector and worker´s groups – for this model of development as well as the importance of peace, security for its achievement. 
Ambassador José María Argueta, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, brought attention to the fact that development with social inclusion constituted the most important challenge for the Americas.  As such, Ambassador Argueta called for the need to rethink the traditional development model, moving from the optimization of profit to the optimization of benefits for all and invited civil society to contribute to the reflection on this issue. Ambassador Argueta further presented the example of the extracting industry in Guatemala and efforts being carried out to transform communities where extractive industries operate into partners of the private sector to palliate social conflicts and lower transactions costs associated with such conflicts. Referring to the drug problem in the Americas, Ambassador Argueta also mentioned the joint Guatemala-OAS initiative inviting young people of the Hemisphere, through the “Voice of the Youth of the Americas Contest” to express their opinions and contribute to the process of reflection on solutions for preventing and minimizing the damage of drugs.  
Mr. José Crespo Fernández, Director General of Multilateral Relations of Bolivia, thanked workers´ groups, civil society and the private sector for their presence and addressed the three most prevalent topics of the Dialogue: Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs); the need to develop a new development dogma; and human rights. On the issue of PPPs, Mr. Crespo highlighted the fact that States cannot guarantee development alone but rather should partner with the private sector. On rethinking the notion of development, Mr. Crespo pointed to the 4 dimensions of development recommended by workers´ representatives, namely political, economic, social and environmental as important to build integral development in the region. To conclude, the Director General spoke of the need for a successful development to strengthen a universal, interdependent and balanced human rights system, assuring that interests do not supersede rights. 
Ambassador Marco Vinicio Albuja Martínez, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, outlined the existing tripartite agreement in Ecuador between public, private and workers´ sectors through social APPs whereby the private sector invests in infrastructure among others and guarantees a decent salary to workers and the public sector provides public employment and directs policies towards guaranteeing equal opportunities for the most vulnerable sectors. Ambassador Albuja also expressed full support for the dignified social inclusion of groups who are traditionally discriminated against and stressed the importance of human capital for development and the success of social APPs. Lastly, Ambassador Albuja called on public, private and workers sectors to commit to peace, the fight against transnational organized crime and environmental predatory practices among others. 
Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, welcomed the dialogue and the expression of different opinions and ideas as an exercise in democracy. Along these lines, Ambassador Romani concurred on the importance of PPPs for development as long as social inclusion is taken into account and policies are put in place to combat poverty and inequality. Ambassador Romani then presented a number of the recent policies adopted by this country on same-sex marriage, abortion and the regulation of the cannabis market. In addition, Ambassador Romani announced the promotion of a resolution jointly with Argentina, to integrate human rights instruments with drug policies and commended the launching of a space for dialogue on the issue of drugs in the framework of the OAS. 
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At the end of the Dialogue, the representative of Paraguay thanked the representatives of the Member States and of civil society organizations, the private sector and workers ‘groups for participating in the event.
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