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SUMMARY OF PRESENSATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTOR COALITIONS
1. Coalition for the Establishment of the Environmental Charter 

(Extract of the full speech)

· We believe it is necessary to arrange a CONTINENTAL AGREEMENT that allows to further strengthen integration, respect to human rights and other living beings, among which the right to have a healthy environment, free of any type of contamination, and recognizing the fundamental role of civil society and Indigenous Peoples is primordial. 

· This agreement must be an instrument of environmental principles and values, with ethical and democratic characteristics that provide the basis for governance and environmental justice in the Americas, along with the other instruments of the OAS inter-American system, in regard to the establishment of environmental principles, values ​​and actions, in accordance with the resolutions issued by the UN and the different international and regional conventions, treaties and resolutions, and in the recognition of indigenous knowledge. 
· Therefore, this coalition proposes the discussion of an INTER-AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL CHARTER project, with the commitment of the member states of the OAS for the protection, conservation, restoration and sustainable use of each of the natural resources of Mother Earth, recognizing that it is a living being with rights; and that through an education in fundamental environmental principles and values ​​this letter is translated into actions aimed at strengthening the sustainable development of the nations of the Americas.

2. Coalition for Human Development’
(Extract of the full speech)

· We understand human development as the set of internal and external conditions in each of the stages of life, which allow the human being to achieve its full realization. Development, then, refers not only to material infrastructure and services, but to human rights, always based on the dignity of the human person, and being the reason that sustains development.

·  We understand that an adequate human development must take into account all stages of biological development. However, we find that there is currently a scientific and legal gap in the vision of human development: its initial stage, the gestation of the unborn. No resolution or approach contemplates this first stage of biological and psychosomatic development, indisputably human, uninterrupted and continuous. In the field of genetics, embryology and molecular biology, the vital beginning of a member of the human species is undoubtedly located in fertilization.

· We propose the recognition of the inherent, inalienable and full dignity of the human being from its conception. The simple and real fact of being a human being, should be enough to ensure its proper biological development intact and continuous.

3. Coalition Education and Culture for Democracy

(Extract of the full speech)

· The need for a citizen and participatory review of the regional educational quality is essential, as well as the depth and cohesion generated from cultural spaces that the Member States should prioritize in their public policies. These measures will generate a culture of respect and equality in the face of civil liberties such as the right of expression, of association, of religious freedom, of thought, as well as a greater scientific educational quality and alien to subjective ideologies, such as the human right of girls, children and adolescents in the region.
· The relevance of education and culture in the continent, both in its quality and in its repercussion in all the critical areas of the region, can trigger a tremendous social impact, especially in children, adolescents and young people, but in society as a whole. It is urgent to review the mechanisms in which governments allocate resources to education and culture for an adequate regulation to democratize education and culture.

4. Brazilian Coalition 
(Extract of the full speech)

· We want to talk about development for the Americas, and make suggestions for initiatives and projects, but I take the opportunity to talk about a cancer established in so many American nations that has slowed their development and social justice. It is the reason for the paralysis of my nation and many nations of the Americas: corruption.

· We must warn that there are two "Cancers" that begin to take on greater proportions and that they will bring a much greater crisis, not only to my nation but the others: the cancer of the devaluation of life and family. They are two bases that will structurally affect nations.

· We are in favor of the development of all nations so that we have social justice, but we do not believe in development without the valorization of the right to life and family. the Brazilian Coalition asks you, and even implores, that this Assembly does not approve any directive that contributes to conceal and encourage corruption; that contributes to the legalization of abortion; and that attempts against the family in its natural state formed by a man  a woman and her children.

5. Ibero-American Evangelical Congress Coalition

(Extract of the full speech)

· We express our concern about some issues to the approach and challenges of multidimensional security in the hemisphere. We reaffirm and endorse the numeral 9 of the Resolution "Promotion of Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach", and with it we also encourage the General Secretariat to consider, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, a further strengthening of cooperation police in matters such as technical, scientific and educational, through the Inter-American Network for Police Development and Professionalization, and the implementation of the Inter-institutional Cooperation Framework Agreement signed between the OAS General Secretariat and the Community of Police of America (AMERIPOL)

· Situations such as the proliferation in the Continent of legal paradises for maternal subrogation or income of wombs, in conditions of semi-slavery and slavery for women and for the unborn, suggest one of the reasons for lack of interest in scientific and educational technical cooperation in the region: economic interests behind the facades of supposed legal considerations underlying maternal subrogation.

· In the case of protocols for the care of women victims of sexual violence, what is behind is not a real concern for the human rights of the victims, but an intergovernmental public-private network of cooperation for the offer of services (in the case of maternal surrogacy) or products (in the case of aspirators and cannulas generated by the protocols) that make human rights a transaction, between those who should defend them and those who benefit from them. More lamentable even, when the legitimation of these perks has been from the podium from which supposedly they denounce.
6. Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition

Secretary General, Ambassadors and Distinguished Guests of the Organization of American States.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak here today. I am speaking on behalf of the Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition.

We believe there are two important steps the OAS can take toward securing Indigenous rights and advancing implementation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. First, the OAS should establish an implementing body to monitor states’ compliance with the Declaration. Second, the OAS should adopt new rules to ensure Indigenous Peoples, represented through their own decision-making institutions, are afforded a regular and permanent status to enable them to participate in the OAS and to directly engage with the member states and other regional actors.

We propose that the OAS establish an implementing body that will respond to major problems or issues concerning Indigenous lands and resources, protection of the environment, and the well-being and self-governance of Indigenous Peoples, including the health and safety of Indigenous women and children. To be effective, the mandate of this implementing body should include the ability to do the following: 

1)
produce reports about the implementation of the Declaration, and monitor, address, and help resolve situations affecting the rights protected under the Declaration; 

2)
assist states in matters such as: cadastre, land demarcation and land titling, registry of Indigenous territories, and repatriation of artifacts and human remains; 

3)
facilitate dialogue between Indigenous Peoples and states to resolve serious problems; 

4)
research and report on major issues, such as Indigenous Peoples’ right to subsurface resources. 

Whatever its exact form and mandate, it is essential that the mechanism be developed in conjunction with Indigenous Peoples. 

Second, we propose the OAS establish the necessary ways and means to facilitate and regularize the permanent participation of Indigenous Peoples through their own decision-making institutions (their governments and authorities) in the work of the OAS. We believe that Indigenous Peoples should be present at the OAS to assert and defend their rights, as well as to assist in developing responses to pressing international issues such as climate change, the conservation of biological diversity, and violence against Indigenous women and children. 

We agree with the recommendation to hold a special annual meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to address implementation of the Declaration. This meeting should provide an opportunity for the OAS to make decisions regarding the implementation of the Declaration. During this event, states should also present implementation reports addressing the Plan of Action’s strategic lines of action. The outcome of this meeting would be an annual report which should be shared with the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and the UN and OAS Special Rapporteurs on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in order to promote the development of clear international standards regarding Indigenous rights. To ensure effective participation of Indigenous Peoples and the greatest usefulness of the meeting, the OAS must also assist in providing and organizing adequate funding and technical assistance to Indigenous Peoples. 

We also propose that the OAS organize a high-level conference in the near future to assess good practices and remaining challenges on progress made toward achieving the goals and objectives of the American Declaration and Plan of Action. The UN World Conference on Indigenous Peoples held in 2014 provides a good model for such a conference. This high-level conference would provide OAS member states an opportunity to review the first years of implementation of the American Declaration and Plan of Action. It would allow states to consider and adopt necessary policies and rules to improve the effectiveness of these documents. It would also provide opportunities to share information about domestic successes and challenges in promoting capacity building regarding the Declaration and securing Indigenous Peoples’ rights. 

Without intentional, positive steps toward implementation of the American Declaration, it will not be effective for the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas. Our goal is the development of a robust implementation and monitoring regime, one that allows Indigenous Peoples to engage directly and meaningfully with the OAS, member states, and civil society.   

Finally, we wish to call upon states to uphold Article XXX of the Declaration and to, in collaboration with Indigenous peoples, take measures to put an end to the criminalization and persecution of Indigenous leaders and guarantee that Indigenous Peoples live free from all forms of violence.

7. Coalition on Human Rights of Women

(Extract of the full speech)

· It is estimated that in 2017, more than 24 million women in a reproductive age in Latin America and the Caribbean have an unmet need for modern contraception. During the 2010-2014 period, the region had the highest unplanned pregnancy rate in the world: 96 per 1,000 women aged 15-44. In the Caribbean sub region, the rate was 116 unplanned pregnancies per 1,000 women. Additionally, it is estimated that 14 million unplanned pregnancies occur in Latin America and the Caribbean every year; of these, close to half (46%) end in unsafe abortion.

· Abortion is totally prohibited without exceptions in 6 countries. Another 9 allow it almost exclusively to save the life of the woman, and only a few offer limited exceptions in cases of rape (Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Panama) and severe fetal abnormality (Chile, Panama and almost half of the states of Mexico). Less than 3% of women in the region live in countries where abortion is legal in broad terms; that is, where it is allowed either without restriction as to reason or for socioeconomic reasons.
· It is imperative that the States comply with the Montevideo Consensus signed in 2013, to guarantee universal access to sexual and reproductive health services. These include the adoption of measures to prevent unsafe abortions, guarantee access to modern and effective contraceptive methods, and guarantee non-discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, as well as to modify the punitive laws on abortion.

8. Coalition of Afrodescendants of the Americas

(Extract of the full speech)

· We condemn the increase in violence experienced by countries such as Brazil, Colombia, Honduras, Nicaragua and Mexico, where Afro-descendant activists are murdered (persecuted) and threatened  for carrying out their community work and being the voice of their communities .

· We demand the implementation and sustainability of affirmative actions and public policies with allocation of sufficient resources, creation and strengthening of institutions with technical, financial and administrative autonomy for the attention to the Afrodescendant People. Likewise, we demand the signature and ratification of the Inter-American Convention against Racism - Resolution AG / 68.

· We demand the creation of a Permanent Forum for People of African Descent in the OAS and other multilateral organizations, as well as the creation of the Economic Development Fund for Afro-descendants in these same scenarios. In addition to ensuring effective representation and participation in the various systems of integration of our States.

9. Coalition Rule of Law and the Self-determination of the People

(Extract of the full speech)

· The purposes and principles that gave rise to this noble Organization have been forgotten, and instead it has focused its efforts on actions that have nothing to do with the commitment that its Member States acquired and that in definitive are not the priorities and needs that the region is facing. For example: under the pretext of defending these fundamental rights, some of the organs of the OAS, such as the Inter-American Commission, the CIM, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, have weakened democracy and undermined the principle of nonintervention. 

· To interpret a treaty is to determine the meaning and scope of a provision when it admits two or more possibilities. When the Court broadens the letter of the American Convention to make it say what it would like it to say, it violates the rule of law and the will of the people, since it acts not as a supranational court (when its origin is subsidiary) but also as a supra legislator.

· This year, when we celebrate the 70th anniversary of the OAS, let us not forget the cornerstone that we placed seventy years ago. Let us return a faithful fulfillment to the obligations of the treaties. Let us return to the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy, respecting the principle of non-intervention. Let us resume the defense of the sovereignty and independence of our countries.
10. Coalition of Sexual and Reproductive Rights

(Extract of the full speech)

· Our intervention will focus on the obligations of Member States to respect, protect, and guarantee the sexual and reproductive rights of all peoples, with a special focus on the most marginalized, in order to achieve democracy, sustainable development and fulfill their obligations acquired in regional and international human rights treaties, the 2030 Agenda and the Montevideo Consensus.

· It is necessary to end discriminatory and prohibitive laws that criminalize people based on their sexual orientation, identity or gender expression, sexual characteristics, health status, or occupation. In particular, it is essential that the Member States:

·  Eliminate absolute and partial legal prohibitions on safe abortion services, which are discriminatory and violate fundamental human rights of women.

· Take urgent measures to reduce the high rates of sexual violence suffered by women, with emphasis on adolescents and girls under 15 years of age.

· Eliminate the barriers that exist for women to access safe and high quality services. 
· Eliminate all discriminatory laws in the Americas, particularly that the 9 countries of the Caribbean with anti-sodomy laws annul these laws.
· Create protocols and train medical institutions and health providers to serve all victims of gender-based violence.

11. Coalition for the Safety of Women 
(Extract of the full speech)

· We want to communicate and highlight the hard work that women do, for their participation in society and their integral development as people, in equality with men, for their intrinsic value and dignity, which is often overshadowed in many places in the world. We want to denounce, some paradigmatic forms of violence against women, especially those veiled forms of violence that are usually silenced. We long for a full, just and dignified life, especially for those poor, marginalized women who do not have access to health or education and who often raise their children alone, care for the elderly in the family and work hard in the midst of huge difficulties.

· It is vital for women to continue to develop in our continent for them to have access to physical and emotional security in all areas: home, work, transport, school, leisure. We urge all present representatives to consider the important role of their national governments to promote laws, public policies and apply the necessary sanctions to those who do not respect the incalculable value of each woman. Impunity in our continent is the number one enemy for real progress in terms of security.

· It is essential to strengthen institutions at the local level, to take seriously the complaints made by women, to carry out investigations in a professional manner and with respect for the dignity of women. We ask for the support and recognition of women's organizations that work tirelessly for the improvement of the conditions of women throughout the continent. 

12. Democratic Evolution and Regional Integration Organizations Coalition

(Extract of the full speech)

· The OAS has long recognized the interdependent relationship between human Rights, democracy, peace and multidimensional Security.  Nonetheless, the transition to a new model of multidimensional Security continues to remain an aspiration rather than an achieved objective. The consolidation of regional efforts to ensure hemispheric Security to ensure that hemispheric Security respect human rights, democratic and peace standards has been a key factor to overcome old national Security models developed by the dictatorships which plagued our continent, dictatorships characterized by massive human Rights violations, annihilation and torture of political dissidents as well as the imposition of economic models that generated social exclusion and poverty. 

· Seeing the Americas as a territory of peace continues to be a wish for our peoples. In our hemisphere, we continue living under the risks caused by excessive investments in military budgets, the arms race and above all, military doctrines and practices that are contrary to human Rights and democracy. More recently, we have noted with grave concern that our States are moving away from the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance to move towards military alliances with Northern States who are directly responsible for the arbitrary implementation, in overt violation of international law, of military actions, wars and invasions of southern countries. We are also witnessing that States have moved back to outdated development models which generate exclusion, through drastic reductions of public budget for social investment, aggressive privatization policies of essential public services, the massive increase of international public debt and the subjecting of sovereign decisions to the requirements of international financial Organizations. 

Considering these realities, the coalitions proposes to: 

· Reiterate the interdependent and indivisible relation between human Rights, democracy, peace and multidimensional Security as crosscutting pillars in the organization and functioning of the OAS. 

· Support all actions that help our continent be a territory of peace.

· Continue developing strategies to promote democratic evolution and intensification, and allow for the achievement of effective inclusion of all sectors in condition of vulnerability, particularly comparted to political processes that turn back towards outdated socio-economic models that generate social exclusion, poverty, conflict and human Rights violations. 

· Increase the participation and decision-making power of civil society and non-governmental organization within the OAS, specifically to strengthen the relation between human rights, democracy, peace and multidimensional Security. 

· Establish a defined organizational body constituted by civil society Organizations, so that they might build their own work methodologies and norms. 

13. Coalition of Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, Transvestite, Transexuals, Transgender and Intersex  of the Americas 
Mr. Secretary General, Ministers, Members of the Official Delegations, Colleagues of civil society:


We express that despite the growing number of measures taken in the countries of the region to recognize our human rights, laws that criminalize and prohibit consensual same-sex sexual relationships continue to be in force in ten Caribbean countries. In addition, some Caribbean countries prohibit people from dressing up in clothing generally associated with another gender, as well as the entry of foreigners because of their homosexuality. There is no doubt: all these laws are human rights violations. 


Most countries in the region do not yet have laws that recognize gender identity and guarantee access to trans people of all ages to all civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. Children and adolescents are excluded from these legislative discussions. Because of their age, they are much more vulnerable to violence, are at risk of being expelled from their homes, have no guarantees in schools, and cannot access adequate health care to affirm their gender. 


A vision of the State linked to religious interpretations of the legal systems has been promoted, which constitute a clear affront to the secular state as a guarantee of the human rights of all people, but especially of the historically discriminated groups. 


In recent years, the criminalization of personal drug use and policies to combat drug trafficking have been selectively applied to criminalize our communities. This disproportionately affects transgender and sex workers, who have already been violated by the application of criminal laws prohibiting activities related to sex work.

Due to all this, we demand: 

To Member States: 

1. Create or strengthen National Human Rights Institutions and implement educational programs that develop a culture of human rights based on the principle of equality and non-discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and bodily diversity.
2. Adopt measures that ensure access to justice and ensure due process without discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.
3. Take steps to investigate, prosecute and punish with due diligence all state agents involved in violations of the human rights of LGBTTTI persons.
4. Adopt comprehensive and specific health strategies for LGBTTTI populations, with particular emphasis on the differentiated needs of trans and intersex people.
5. Promote the implementation of comprehensive sexual education at all levels of education as part of the rights of children and adolescents.
6. Repeal any law that penalizes not disclosing HIV status, exposure and transmission. In addition, States should limit the use of criminal law to cases of intentional transmission of HIV, in accordance with international recommendations.
7. Repeal all criminal laws that criminalize sex work because they endanger the life, health and safety of sex workers and take legislative measures to ensure that the human rights, safety and dignity of sex workers are respected, protected and guaranteed.
8. That all States in the Americas take immediate measures to ensure the safety of persons, including groups with particular vulnerability, in relation to violations of the human rights of persons who are moving themselves. 
9. That free access to the judicial system be guaranteed so that crimes motivated by prejudice are treated as such and are not dealt with as mere murders or simple homicides, and that the right to self-defense is respected for those who defend themselves from this type of aggression.

To the General Assembly:

Pass all resolutions that protect the Human Rights of people with different Sexual Orientation and Identity and Expression of Gender and Sexual Characteristics.

To the General Secretariat:

· Redouble efforts to promote the signing and ratification of the Inter-American Convention against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, as well as the Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Related Forms of Intolerance and the Inter-American Convention on the Protection of Human Rights Humans of Older Persons.
· Provide all the needed technical support and cooperation for the OAS member states to adopt measures to adapt their domestic legislation and policies to the standards established by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in its Advisory Opinion OC-24/17.

14. International Coalition for Human Rights of the Americas

(Extract of the full speech)

· We emphasize the need to guarantee the right to defend human rights in the Americas. This necessarily implies the development and implementation of public policies that recognize the importance of defenders for the consolidation of the Rule of Law and Democracy and generate comprehensive protection mechanisms in light of individual and collective particularities, as well as procedures to investigate with due diligence threats, attacks and murders of defenders. We also emphasize that the right to peaceful protest is an essential pillar to exercise the defense of human rights.

· We urge the Member States to continue implementing Resolution AG / RES. 2908 (XLVII-O / 17) and ensure that the human rights organs of our region have adequate financing. In the same way, the States should show this commitment to the system through the full implementation of the recommendations and reparation measures ordered by the Commission and Court respectively.

· We note with concern some challenges to ensure effective access for civil society organizations to OAS platforms. The spaces of the OAS are being announced with little time in advance and with different requirements to be accredited and participate. We recognize the intention to improve participation conditions, but we need to formalize some guidelines that establish minimum standards for these spaces to meet their objectives of open exchange.
15. Afrodescendant Communities Coalition 
(Extract of the full speech)

· It is of the utmost importance that the OAS member states promote the International Decade of Afro-descendants and their respective Plan of Action, and that they deepen their knowledge on the conditions faced by this population and recognize that Afro-descendants represent a specific human group that requires special attention and public policies that promote its development with ethnic and cultural identity.

· The OAS should highlight the significant contribution made by Afro-descendants to our societies and, likewise, propose concrete measures in order to promote their full inclusion in the social, political and economic life of their nations.

· The Durban Declaration and Plan of Action is one of our roadmaps and has a strong moral value and forms the basis for regional and global efforts.

16. Health as a Fundamental Human Right Coalition
(Extract of the full speech)

· Achieving the highest degree of health is one of the fundamental Rights of each human being, without distinction of race, religion, political ideology or social or economic condition.

· Equitable access to quality integral health services centered on the dignity of the persons. 

· Strengthen intersectorial action by establishing coordination mechanisms addressing the social determinants of health to enable health authorities to carry out their work and for persons to receive adequate services. 

· Give priority to nutrition, especially child nutrition in the fight against poverty, hunger and inequality, thus collaborating with the private and public sectors, civil society and other social actors to promote initiatives in accordance with their respective internal legal norms to deal with this issue. 

· Promote health and safety and healthy workplaces for all workers including medical workers. 

· Work to guarantee safe and sustainable access to drinking water and to sanitation services for all, given that basic sanitation and hygiene are fundamental for health, integral and sustainable development.

· Women and girls are vulnerable to health issues due to biological and social reasons, which interfere with their education and work. 

17. Coalition Education as the Basis for Hemispheric  Prosperity
(Extract of the full speech)

· Authentic development must be based on the dignity of the human person.

· Development can be achieved by increasing access to diverse forms of capital, not just financial capital, but human capital, institutional capital, cultural capital and knowledge resources.

· Humans are the greatest resource; our creativity and work drive innovation and have improved the world.

· Good education drives development by providing people with the knowledge and skills to develop and use their talents, turning them into agents of development.

· Quality education should be available in equal conditions for all.

· Education that builds self-knowledge, respect for human dignity and habits of excellence helps children and young people to perform well in their school, personal and professional life.

· Girls in developing countries face a disadvantage in education. Women should be educated about how their bodies work, including the connection between general health and hormonal health and how they work.

· The State, the school and parents should work together and subsidiary so that children and adolescents have a quality and comprehensive education.

18. Religions, Beliefs and Spiritualities in the Dialogue with Civil Society Coalition

(Extract of the full speech)

· We express our concern about the conditions of the Rule of Law in various countries of our continent. We see with concern the regression that we are living in terms of human rights agendas, especially in the treatment of various public policies as well as the de-funding of various key areas, related to sex education, women's protection, public policies towards the LGBTIQ community, policies on sexual and reproductive rights, among others.

· We see that one of the sectors that mostly supports these instances are diverse religious communities, especially belonging to the Christian church in its various expressions. On the one hand, they strengthen disinformation campaigns, questioning the "gender ideology" without any analysis on gender issues and showing complete unfounded prejudice. On the other hand, they achieve great levels of articulation with institutionalized political forces, from lobby work that has had a strong impact on the treatment of bills.
·  We denounce the pretension of certain sectors of wanting to represent all religious voices -even holding on to absolute interpretations of sacred texts and theological issues-, ignoring the presence of people, groups, churches and organizations that rely on a worldview of faith and a theological framework completely aligned with inclusive proposals. 
· We invite civil society organizations to create spaces for dialogue and articulation with believers, groups, churches and organizations that are aligned with a critical positioning and aligned with an inclusive worldview, with the aim of creating fronts of militancy, awareness and incidence.

19. Citizens’ Forum of the Americas Coalition
(Extract of the full speech)

· We want to highlight the political and social crisis in many of our countries. Especially in countries like Honduras, Nicaragua and Venezuela. In each of these countries, state institutions and the legitimacy of their respective governments are seriously questioned, for several particular reasons. In Honduras, the last elections held in November 2017 provoked strong protests, allegations of fraud and state repression against various sectors of the opposition. The situation is so serious that the Electoral Observation Mission of the OAS issued a statement denouncing serious irregularities.

· In Nicaragua, since 2007, when the government of Daniel Ortega took office there have been multiple cases of persecution, harassment, censorship and an excessive use of force in the protests. There has also been negligence and complicity on the part of state authorities not to provide due access to medical attention and justice to the affected population during the protests.
· In Venezuela, the situation is no less serious. For more than two years, the current president Nicolas Maduro has been undermining the institutions, co-opting the public powers, censoring the press and persecuting the opposition. In 2017, it dissolved the National Assembly, composed mostly of the opposition, after the 2016 elections to convene a National Constituent Assembly, whose legitimacy is questioned by the majority of the international community.
20. Coalition for an Innovative Public Culture with Social Justice
(Extract of the full speech)

· The Coalition for an Innovative Public Culture has contributed to the recovery of democratic spaces through the promotion of human rights through the materialization of artistic, cultural and creative activities. It has also fostered the youth and citizen association around the themes of public and social innovation, promoting spaces such as: hubs for social and public innovation, government laboratories for innovative practices in the public sector, hemispheric alliances around these issues, among other initiatives.
· We promote an "innovative public culture" where we put social and political innovation at the center of coexistence and that allows the generation of new work schemes that transform our public and social institutions and make them adapt and evolve to face the needs and demands of today.

· The reduction of the informal economy and the regulation of popular trade in the public space are key issues in the fight against inequality and social exclusion. It is time to address the problem of the informal economy and popular trade in the public space in Latin America. Around 130 million Latin Americans have informal jobs, which limits the productivity and economic development of the region, excluding workers from social and labor protections.

21. Social and Community Development for Prosperity in America Coalition

(Extract of the full speech)

· We seek the integral and authentic development of our region in its social, economic and political context. An authentic development of our nations requires that the human being is at the central axis of its policies, in all the areas of development of the person, because this creates the foundation for every person to develop their mental, emotional and physical potential.. All members of society, minorities and the most vulnerable included, contribute to the development of nations and, consequently, of the region.

· Promoting the development of countries implies the protection and promotion of the "natural and fundamental element of society"; this is in line with the sustainable development goals. These goals have a greater chance of success if the efforts of the OAS, as well as those of its member states, are focused on promoting the family. The importance and the positive impact that the family has on the development of the countries is something that has been left aside. That is why we want to take this opportunity to remind everyone present of the commitment that everyone adopted to protect human beings and the family, in the American Convention on Human Rights and in the Social Charter of the Americas.

· The family is the community where one is born, grows and dies according to the dignity of the person, where we first learn to live in solidarity and prepare ourselves to assume our social responsibilities. The integral development and prosperity of our nations will depend on the care and protection we provide our families.

22. Human Rights and Fundamental Liberties in America Coalition

(Extract of the full speech)

· Although we have made progress in terms of Human Rights in the region, it is evident that we suffer serious threats. Paradoxically some of them come from the so-called 'second generation human rights', too often 'ideological inventions' outside the Universal Charter of Human Rights and the American Convention on Human Rights. The main threat refers to the right of life.
· During the last year, international pressure in Chile, El Salvador and the Dominican Republic, among others, has been unacceptable. Amnesty International, Planned Parenthood, Human Rights Watch and the United Nations itself have practiced intolerable ideological interference, putting into question the respect for the sovereignty, culture and traditions of our countries and the popular will manifested repeatedly. These pressures have also occurred to try to impose the LGTBI agenda: recognition of same-sex marriage, LGBT indoctrination in schools, censorship laws for those who defend male-female marriage, etc.

· We ask the authorities of this Organization to respect the legal framework in which they are authorized to act, because otherwise, they affect the credibility of the OAS, which is necessary and must exist in order to intervene in cases in which there are serious violations, for example, in the case of our brothers in Venezuela. We ask that they stop their attempts to impose an agenda that has nothing to do with the will of the people. And finally we ask our Ambassadors to be brave and defend the voice of their people.

23. Coalition for the Dignity of Persons with Disabilities in the Americas

(Extract of the full speech)

· In public policies and governmental plans and programs, the recognition of our rights is still mediated by collective imaginations and individual prejudices in which there is no room for dignity, independence or autonomy for people with disabilities. This reality makes it necessary for us to request the OAS to intervene with its Member States in order to urge them to take concrete and urgent action so that, in the Americas, the recognition and exercise of the rights of persons with disabilities are effectively guaranteed, so that it begins to improve our quality of life, and so that full participation and inclusion cease to be just an emphasis on speeches.

· Accessibility is a precondition for people with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in society on an equal footing regarding information, communications, knowledge, and technology information, the physical environment and transportation, as well as quality of education at all levels. The second is the recognition and strengthening of organizations of persons with disabilities, which is already a commitment acquired by the States Parties to the CRPD, but which requires the promotion of OAS authority.

· Our request is that the OAS, with the authority it has in the international ordinance, urges its member states for the effective enjoyment of the rights and fundamental freedoms of persons with disabilities and our full economic social cultural and educational inclusion. 
24. Diophanthus Coalition
(Extract of the full speech)

· The DIOPHANTUS Coalition proposes a constructive reflection, based on three axes that touch on our common concerns in a crosscutting manner: criminal statistics and judicial independence, victimology and peace processes, all within a framework of strengthening the rule of law.

· We propose the creation of an OBSERVATORY OF TRANSPARENCY to publicly and periodically demonstrate the compliance of our countries with both the INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION and the recommendations of the MESICIC. We also propose the creation of a Convention or Protocol that protects the Human Rights of Political Prisoners, Prisoners of Conscience and their families, as well as the universalization of these concepts within an international agreement.
· We call on member states of the OAS to promote the cause of peace and to recognize groups that seek to promote the cause of peace as a global movement; to support organizations for the search and care of missing persons in Mexico; to promote EDUCATION FOR PEACE, GENDER EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS with the aim of strengthening the autonomy of young people and children and creating the conditions for them to participate officially in local, national and regional processes. 
25. Interfaith Forum of the Americas

The identity of the peoples of the Americas is composed of a variety of ethnicities, cultures, languages and beliefs. Religious values play a very important role in this identity and, consequently, the Inter-American system should also have a spiritual dimension.  The role of religious communities in the OAS activities has been recognized within the framework of participation of civil society organizations.  Moreover, the Inter-American Democratic Charter states in its Article 9 that: “The elimination of all forms of discrimination, especially gender, ethnic and race discrimination, as well as diverse forms of intolerance, the promotion and protection of human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants, and respect for ethnic, cultural and religious diversity in the Americas contribute to strengthen democracy and citizen participation”.

Unlike the OAS, many other regional organizations already have established dialogues with official coordinating bodies of faith communities.  The European Union (EU) has enshrined explicitly in the Treaty of Lisbon, its primary law, the dialogue between European institutions and religious communities, and in this framework, it held annually a High-level Meeting with Religious Leaders.  The Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB) and Religions for Peace organize Ibero-American Inter-Religious Meetings previous to the biannual Ibero-American Summits of Heads of State and Government.  The Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the Council of Europe (CoE), the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the African Union (AU) and the Southeast Asia/Pacific countries also held periodically meetings with religious communities.  These activities have been welcomed by the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolutions 64/81, 65/138, 66/226, 67/104, 68/126, 69/149, 70/19, 71/249 and 72/136.
Proposal
· To hold an annual Interfaith Forum of the Americas which will bring together official representatives of coordinating religious bodies and faith-based organizations from around the Hemisphere, to facilitate a formal and institutionalized dialogue with the OAS and their specialized organizations and subsidiary entities.  Women of faith leaders will be included among the participants.  The aim of the Interfaith Forum of the Americas will be to enable the religious coordination bodies and faith-based organizations in the region to jointly be effective advocates for democracy, human rights, social justice, interfaith coexistence and sustainable integral development, through the submission of recommendations, proposals and initiatives on the hemispheric agenda.

· When religious leaders connect with public policy makers on the basis of shared values, important changes in the hemisphere can be achieved and, therefore, the Interfaith Forum of the Americas will seek to harness the collective energies of the religious communities and faith-based organizations across the hemisphere, by bringing an inter-religious voice to the public debate to achieve a more just, harmonious and peaceful hemisphere.  Moreover, by working together at a hemispheric level, the Interfaith Forum of the Americas will seek to encourage the religious communities and faith-based communities in the region to become more involved on hemispheric concerns.
26. Coalition on Contributions to the Inter-American Educational Agenda through Integral Attention to Early Childhood
(Extract of Full Speech)

We suggest working together on the following activities: 
· Activity 1: “Comparative analysis of early childhood laws in OAS Member States”, to enable identifying strengths and weaknesses of legislative and regulatory frameworks, good practices, and the development of sound and consistent draft laws and public policies based on scientific evidence. 
· Activity 2: Prepare a situation diagnostic on early childhood regarding compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Sustainable Development Goals. 
· Activity 3: Development of a “Hemispheric Agreement of integral attention to early childhood” and revision of results with the inclusion of a clear conceptual framework, backed by culturally and historically relevant scientific evidence, on the basis of the recommendation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international instruments for the protection, education and care of children.  
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Activity 4: Organize follow-up indicators in each country, subregión and region as well as solid Information systems able to identify and relay the socio-economic context where our children are born, grow, learn and develop, along with the impact of attention, investments and service coverage goals  sistemas de información muy sólidos que puedan identificar y leer el contexto económico social donde nacen, crecen, aprenden y se desarrollan nuestros niños, el impacto de las metas de atención, inversión, cobertura de servicios, con base en la Convención sobre los Derechos del Niño y los objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible 2015-2030 (pobreza, salud, nutrición, educación, género). Aprobar indicadores de evaluación que los países propondrán y completarán para posteriormente hacer las comparaciones entre países.
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