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I. 
BACKGROUND

Since 1972, the OAS Permanent Council has granted Permanent Observer status to 67 countries and the European Union, allowing non-American states to participate in programs of the OAS by observing the proceedings of the OAS political bodies, such as the General Assembly, the Permanent Council and the ministerial-level meetings, among others. Additionally, the Permanent Observers participate in different activities and programs of the Organization by providing financial and in-kind support as well as sharing their technical expertise with the General Secretariat through exchanges of information and best practices on issues of the inter-American agenda.

The Dialogue between the Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with the Heads of Delegation of the Permanent Observer Countries on the theme of the General Assembly was initiated in 2004 at the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly in Quito, Ecuador. 
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This formal Dialogue, moderated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the host country, is held prior to the inauguration of the General Assembly proceedings in order to exchange views on topics and priorities of the inter-American agenda in the region, particularly regarding the theme of the General Assembly. This dialogue has been broadened to include the participation of all Member States in order to offer representatives from Permanent Observers and Member States a space to discuss topics of common interest, including potential cooperation. 

The Department of International Affairs is responsible for the technical coordination, organization, and format of the Dialogue. 

II. 
OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES


The aim of this Dialogue is to provide a forum for Permanent Observers to express their viewpoints on the theme of the General Assembly, and to offer the Member States as well as the General Secretariat the opportunity to further engage with the Permanent Observers in a discussion of the most relevant issues of the Inter-American agenda. 


It is expected that this dialogue should provide opportunities for the identification of programs and topics of common interest to Permanent Observers and Member States, strengthen cooperation and the exchange of information and best practices between them, as well as highlight the contributions made by Permanent Observers to OAS programs and projects.



As a result, the Dialogue should generate synergies among Member States and Permanent Observers, and increase awareness and better understanding by Permanent Observer Representatives of specific hemispheric challenges, as well as the priorities and perspectives of OAS Member States. 

III. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


This Dialogue will endeavor to provide an exchange of experiences and points of view between Permanent Observers and Member States, as well as the position of the OAS Secretary General and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the host country regarding the theme of the XLIII General Assembly “Toward a Comprehensive Anti-Drug Policy in the Americas.”  As such, the physical organization of the meeting room and opportunities for dialogue on the agenda have been designed so as to promote greater interaction among participants.

The Dialogue will be held on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the Mayor Room of the Hotel Santo Domingo in Antigua, Guatemala, and will be moderated by Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala. The Dialogue will have simultaneous interpretation in the four official languages of the OAS.


The Secretary General will initiate the dialogue with welcoming remarks to the attendees, including an overview of the General Assembly theme, and activities carried out by the OAS related to the fight against drugs. The Assistant Secretary General and other high-level officials of the OAS General Secretariat will also be present in order to address any questions from the Permanent Observers, as appropriate.


The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala will next address the participants by providing his government’s views on the theme of the General Assembly, and will offer the floor to Permanent Observers to address the Dialogue and express their views on the issues related to the theme in a similar manner. The floor will be given first to those Permanent Observers that have made formal requests to the OAS (via Verbal Note to the Department of International Affairs) to make interventions. Considering the time allocated for this meeting, all interventions should be concise and focused on the issue at hand in order to provide all delegates that wish to intervene ample time to contribute to a dynamic and fruitful dialogue.

After the interventions by Permanent Observers, Member States will be offered the floor to provide an overview to the Permanent Observers of the theme of the General Assembly from their perspective, as well as consideration of how any Member State or Permanent Observer might cooperate and contribute to the implementation of the mandates outlined in the Declaration of Antigua. 

Following the interventions by the Member States, Permanent Observers will be invited to speak on the same perspectives as the first groups of countries.  Issues that are unrelated to this topic but are considered priorities may be addressed after the discussion on the theme of the General Assembly has finished. The Dialogue will conclude at 5:00 p.m.
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DRAFT SCHEDULE

Date:
Tuesday, June 4, 2012

Time:
2:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Place:
Hotel Casa Santo Domingo-Mayor Room 

Moderator: Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala

2:30 – 3:00
Opening Session 
José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States 
· The Secretary General will initiate the dialogue with welcoming remarks and an overview of the report “The Drug Problem in the Americas”

Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala
· The Foreign Minister will provide an overview of the theme of the OAS General Assembly “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas”
3:00 – 3:20 
Interventions by Permanent Observers on the theme of the OAS General Assembly

· The floor will be given first to those Permanent Observers that have made formal requests to the OAS to make interventions.
3:20 – 3:40
Interventions by OAS Member States on the theme of the OAS General Assembly
3:40 – 4:00
Interventions by Permanent Observers on the theme of the OAS General Assembly

4:00 – 4:20
Interventions by OAS Member States on the theme of the OAS General Assembly
4:20 – 4:40 
Interventions by Permanent Observers on the theme of the OAS General Assembly
4:40 – 5:00
Interventions by OAS Member States on the theme of the OAS General Assembly
5:00 

Closing











Annex 2
DOCUMENT DESCRIBING THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION,  THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, “FOR A COMPREHENSIVE POLICY AGAINST THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM IN THE AMERICAS”

Date:
Tuesday, June 4, 2012

Time:
2:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Place:
Hotel Casa Santo Domingo-Mayor Room 

LIST OF SPEAKERS (provisional)
Moderator: Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala
	2:30 – 3:00
	Opening Session: 

· OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza
· Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera Castro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala

	3:00 – 3:20
	Permanent Observer representative
 

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	3:20 – 3:40
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	3:40 – 4:00
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	4:00 – 4:20
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	4:20 – 4:40
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	
	Permanent Observer representative

	4:40 – 5:00
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	
	Member State or representative

	5:00
	Closing
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� Permanent Observer interventions will be arranged in the order that formal requests to the OAS to speak are received.
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