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REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AT ITS FORTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION

In order to comply with the responsibilities assigned to it in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, in preparation for the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee held meetings on April 29 and on May 5, 14, and 19; at the first of these meetings, the Permanent Council acted as the Preparatory Committee of the Assembly.


During these meetings, the Committee considered the following topics:

I. Methodology for conducting the preparations for the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly:


On May 5, 2015, the Preparatory Committee agreed on a methodology for carrying out the preparatory work for the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly. 


Accordingly, the Committee decided that: 

A. During the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, the only events, ceremonies, and activities allowed would be those that had been presented to and approved by the Preparatory Committee or, where applicable, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure; and 
B. The Preparatory Committee would prepare a consolidated schedule including all the events, ceremonies, activities, and meetings to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly. 


On May 14, the Committee decided not to allow representatives of any Organ, Agency, or entity to make statements during the Plenary Sessions of the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, due to the nature of this regular session.

II. Installation of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

At its meeting of May 5, 2015, the Preparatory Committee installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and elected their respective chairs.
In this regard, the Committee elected Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure; and Ambassador Juan Pablo Lira, Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS, as Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure was instructed to consider the draft agenda for the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly. This Subcommittee did not meet given that the draft agenda was first examined by the Permanent Council, acting as the Preparatory Committee. Information on the draft agenda may be found in section III of this report.


The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters was charged with executing the mandate, set out in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLVIII-E/14) “Program-Budget of the Organization for 2015-2016”, of considering the proposed overall budget level for the year 2016, taking into consideration the tentative figure approved in resolution AG/RES. 2860 (XLIV-O/14), “Financing of the 2015-2016 Program-Budget of the Organization”, including the cost of living adjustment and the adjustment for inflation, where applicable in accordance with the relevant rules. 

Information on the report of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and on the draft resolution “Financing of the 2016 Program-Budget of the Organization” may be found in section V of this report.

III. Draft agenda

On April 29, 2015, the Permanent Council, acting as the Preparatory Committee, examined and adopted the draft preliminary agenda, AG/CP/SUB.TP-262/15.

The draft agenda adopted by the Permanent Council, acting as the Preparatory Committee, was published as document AG/CP/doc.890/15 and conveyed to the governments of the member states.


The draft agenda elevated for the consideration of the General Assembly was distributed as document AG/doc.5488/15 and is included as Annex I of this report.
IV. Draft schedule


At its meeting of April 29, 2015, the Permanent Council, acting as the Preparatory Committee, examined the preliminary draft schedule and requested that the Secretariat include the dialogues with civil society and other actors and the dialogue with the permanent observers.  Additionally, the Secretariat was also requested to present two alternative dates for the holding of these dialogues taking into consideration the costs they may entail. 

The updated version of the preliminary draft schedule and the two alternatives that the Secretariat was asked to provide were distributed as documents AG/CP/SUB.TP-263/15 rev. 1 and AG/CP/SUB.TP-263/15 add. 1, respectively.


On May 5, 2015, the Preparatory Committee examined and agreed on the draft schedule, which was distributed as document AG/CP/doc.891/15.


On May 14, 2015, the Committee examined the request made by the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for the inclusion of a slot for the verbal presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, document CP/doc.5094/15, during the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly.


In consideration of the nature of this regular session of the General Assembly, the Committee decided not to allow representatives of any Organ, Agency, or entity to make statements during the Plenary Sessions of the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly

The Committee also agreed to amend the draft schedule to include, on Sunday June 14, 2015, the dialogues with civil society and other actors and the dialogue with permanent observers as events prior to the Assembly.
/ 

In addition, it agreed to include, in the afternoon of Monday June 15, the private dialogue for the heads of delegation, accompanied by one delegate, with the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General.


The updated version of the draft schedule was published as document AG/doc.5489/15 and is included as Annex II of this report.
V. Report of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and consideration of the draft resolution “Financing of the 2016 Program-Budget of the Organization”

At the meeting of the Committee held on May 29, 2015, Ambassador Juan Pablo Lira, Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, presented that Subcommittee’s report, document AG/CP/SUB.AAP-392/15; which is included in Annex IV of this report.

During the presentation, Ambassador Lira stressed the recommendation made by the Subcommittee for consideration to be given to assigning a slot, under item 13 of the draft agenda of the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, “Financing the Organization’s 2016 Program-Budget,” for the foreign ministers to discuss the Organization’s current budgetary level, taking into consideration the statutory adjustments, the cost of living adjustments (COLA), and other issues.


The Chair of the Subcommittee also presented the draft General Assembly resolution that it was instructed to prepare: “Financing of the 2016 Program-Budget of the Organization,” AG/CP/SUB.AAP-390/15 rev. 1.


After taking note of the report presented by the Chair of the Subcommittee, the Committee then examined and approved the draft resolution, which was referred to the General Assembly for consideration. 


The draft resolution adopted by the Preparatory Committee was published as document AG/doc.5486/15; and is included in Annex III of this report.
VI. Order of precedence of the delegations of the member states and permanent observers


At its meeting of May 5, pursuant to Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee proceeded to establish by drawing of lots, the order of precedence of the delegations of the member states and permanent observers for the forty-fifth regular session. First place among the member states was designated to be the delegation of Bolivia, and first place among the permanent observers was designated to be  the delegation of the Czech Republic. The remaining delegations will follow the Spanish alphabetical order.


The order of precedence of the member states’ delegations was published as document AG/doc.5483/15
/ and that of the permanent observers as document AG/doc.5484/15. Both documents are attached to this report, as Annex V and Annex VI, respectively.
VII. Procedural recommendations for the forty-fifth regular session


At its meeting of May 29, 2015, the Committee agreed to refer the following procedural recommendations for the forty-fifth regular session to the General Assembly for consideration: 

· To set the maximum duration of statements by heads of delegation to 6 minutes;

· To set the length of the regular session, in accordance with Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, from June 15 to 16, 2015; 

· Regarding the minutes of the meetings and in accordance with articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; to recommend verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings, should the General Assembly decide to establish it;

· Regarding the recordings of meetings and sessions; to instruct the General Secretariat to take all the internal and external steps necessary to ensure that the audio recordings of all the sessions and meetings, held during the Forty-Fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly are duly taken and placed in safe keeping (including spares and back-ups), to be made available to the member states at a later juncture, if it is requested;

· Regarding the General Committee, and recalling  the decision  that Member States agreed to at  the Permanent Council to transmit to this upcoming General Assembly just essential closed draft resolutions, we shall recommend the installation of the General Committee for consideration of those topics that the General Assembly may decide to transmit to it, if any; and

· In pursuance of article 37 of the Rules of Procedures of the General Assembly, we shall also recommend establishing the following deadline for the presentation of proposals as Monday, June 15, 2015, at 11:00 a.m. 

VIII. Adoption of minutes of Preparatory Committee meetings


The Preparatory Committee approved the following committee meeting minutes: 

· AG/CP/ACTA 400/14, meeting of September 3, 2014 

· AG/CP/ACTA 401/14, meeting of October 15, 2014
· AG/CP/ACTA 402/15, meeting of January 28, 2015


The first two minutes were approved during the meeting held on May 5, 2015; and the last one on May 14, 2015.
In my capacity as Chair of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I hereby submit this report, which includes the documents agreed to by the Preparatory Committee in preparation for the forty-fifth regular session and the procedural recommendations, for consideration by the General Assembly.

Dr. Neil Parsan

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS

Chair of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly
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	�. 	Those dialogues were originally scheduled for Wednesday, June 17. 


� 	According to Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly “The heads of delegation shall be vice presidents ex officio of the Assembly and shall replace the president in the event of his disability, in accordance with the order of precedence”.
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