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1. Working procedure
The Chair proposed the following working procedure to ensure that the Committee completed its work within the deadline requested by the plenary.
· Drafts presented to the Permanent Council would be considered in the order established in the order of business and if new drafts were received they would be placed at the bottom of the agenda in the order in which the Secretariat received them.
· Consideration would also be given to the progress already made in the negotiations of each of the draft resolutions and draft declarations; first the Committee would review those that were closest to consensus before moving on to those requiring lengthier discussion. In the case of the drafts closest to consensus, the Committee would only examine the issues that remained pending, while for the remaining drafts the Committee would proceed paragraph by paragraph.
· The Chair asked for the cooperation of all the delegations to ensure that the work was completed on time.
· The General Committee would hold three meetings, each lasting three hours. That meant that no more than 20 minutes could be devoted to discussing each draft resolution. To ensure that the proposals of all delegations were treated equally, the Chair proposed that said time limit be strictly adhered to.
· The Chair strongly urged the delegations to refrain from making speeches during the discussion of the draft resolutions and to limit themselves to putting forward concrete proposals that could be registered in the texts to be negotiated. Thus, general statements containing the positions that the states wished to make public were to be submitted to the Secretariat for distribution as briefing documents. Announcements regarding the presentation of those statements could be made in the meeting room.
· Were the negotiations to stall, and more time were needed, in addition to the allotted 20 minutes, the Chair suggested that delegations hold informal talks in order to seek consensus and report thereon to the General Committee. If agreement were reached on the corresponding text, the respective draft would be included immediately on the Committee’s order of business. In the event of no agreement being reached, the text would be re-submitted in the corresponding order following the other drafts on the agenda.
· Delegations were also urged to submit their proposals in writing to the Secretariat, so as to facilitate and expedite the distribution and consideration of new texts. 
· Approved resolutions would be submitted for consideration by the plenary at its fourth session, which meant that, as far as possible, the working agreements reached in the Committee would have to be kept, in order to allow the plenary to complete its work on time. 
· Finally, the Chair stressed the importance of beginning and ending meetings at the appointed time, based on the schedule. 
2. Election of officers
As provided in Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the General Committee proceeded to elect its Vice Chair and its Rapporteur.
I. Vice Chair 
The delegation of Mexico proposed Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, for the position of Vice Chair, a proposal that was seconded by the delegation of Colombia, which enabled Ambassador Vielmann to be elected by acclamation
II. Rapporteur
The delegation of Bolivia nominated the Interim Representative of Brazil to the OAS, Breno Dias da Costa, as rapporteur of the General Committee. That motion was seconded by the delegation of Argentina. He was also elected by acclamation.
3. Meetings
I. First meeting 
· At the first meeting of the General Committee, held on Wednesday, June 5, 2013, in the Mayor Room, from 11:12 a.m. to 1:35 p.m., the Chair thanked the OAS member states for supporting his election. The Committee then took up the draft order of business, document AG/CG/OD-1/13. 
· The following delegations were present at the meeting:
1. Argentina 
2. Bahamas
3. Barbados
4. Belize
5. Bolivia
6. Brazil
7. Canada 
8. Chile
9. Colombia
10. Costa Rica
11. Dominica
12. Ecuador
13. El Salvador
14. United States
15. Guatemala
16. Guyana
17. Haiti
18. Honduras
19. Jamaica
20. Mexico
21. Nicaragua
22. Panama
23. Paraguay
24. Peru
25. Dominican Republic
26. Suriname
27. Trinidad and Tobago
28. Uruguay
29. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
· Draft resolutions included on the order of business of the first meeting (document AG/CG/OD-1/13):
i. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (AG/doc. 5381/13)
ii. Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data (AG/doc.5384/13)
iii. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression (AG/doc.5386/13)
iv. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach (AG/doc.5378/13)
v. Rules on Footnotes (AG/doc.5345/13)
vi. Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance among Member States (AG/doc.5393/13)
vii. Elimination of Neglected Diseases and Other Poverty-Related Infections (AG/doc.5398/13)
viii. Follow-up on resolution AG/RES.1 (XLIV-E/13) "Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System" (AG/doc.5399/13)
II. Second meeting 
· At the second meeting of the General Committee, held on Wednesday, June 5, 2013, in the Mayor Room, from 3:36 to 11:00 p.m., the Committee continued its consideration of the items assigned to it in the order of business, document AG/CG/OD-2/13. 
· The following delegations were present at the second meeting:
1. Argentina 
2. Bahamas
3. Barbados
4. Belize
5. Bolivia
6. Brazil
7. Canada 
8. Chile
9. Colombia
10. Costa Rica
11. Ecuador
12. El Salvador
13. United States
14. Guatemala
15. Guyana
16. Haiti
17. Honduras
18. Jamaica
19. Mexico
20. Nicaragua
21. Panama
22. Paraguay
23. Peru
24. Dominican Republic
25. Saint Kitts and Nevis
26. Suriname
27. Trinidad and Tobago
28. Uruguay
29. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
· Draft resolutions included on the order of business of the second meeting (document AG/CG/OD-2/13):
i. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach (AG/doc.5378/13)
ii. Rules on Footnotes (AG/doc.5345/13)
iii. Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance among Member States (AG/doc.5393/13)
iv. Elimination of Neglected Diseases and Other Poverty-Related Infections (AG/doc.5398/13)
v. Follow-up on resolution AG/RES.1 (XLIV-E/13) "Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System" (AG/doc.5399/13)
vi. Access to Public Information and Protection of Person Data (AG/doc.5384/13)
vii. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression (AG/doc.5386/13
III. Third meeting 
· At the third meeting of the General Committee, held on Thursday, June 6, 2013, in the Mayor Room, from 9:18 a.m. to 7:32 p.m., the Committee concluded its consideration of the items assigned to it in the order of business, document AG/CG/OD-3/13. 
· The following delegations were present at the third meeting:
1. Argentina 
2. Bahamas
3. Barbados
4. Belize
5. Bolivia
6. Brazil
7. Canada 
8. Chile
9. Colombia
10. Costa Rica
11. Dominica
12. Ecuador
13. El Salvador
14. United States
15. Guatemala
16. Haiti
17. Honduras
18. Jamaica
19. Mexico
20. Nicaragua
21. Panama
22. Paraguay
23. Peru
24. Dominican Republic
25. Saint Kitts and Nevis
26. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
27. Suriname
28. Trinidad and Tobago
29. Uruguay
30. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
· Draft resolutions included on the order of business of the third meeting (document AG/CG/OD-3/13):
i. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach (AG/CG/doc.5/13)
ii. Elimination of Neglected Diseases and Other Poverty-Related Infections (AG/doc.5398/13)
iii. Follow-up on resolution AG/RES.1 (XLIV-E/13) "Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System" (AG/doc.5399/13)
iv. Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance among Member States (AG/CG/doc.4/13)
v. Access to Public Information and Protection of Person Data (AG/doc.5384/13)
· Draft declaration included on the order of business of the third meeting (document AG/CG/OD-3/13):
vi. “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas” (AG/doc.5351/13)
4. Consideration of the draft declarations and draft resolutions
The General Committee met on three occasions to review the topics assigned to it in the orders of business. The first two meetings were held on Wednesday, June 5, 2013, while the third took place on Thursday, June 6, 2013.


Under the chairmanship of Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS and of the Vice Chair, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, the General Committee approved by consensus five of the eight draft resolutions that were assigned to it, as indicated below:
· Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (AG/CG/doc.1/13)
· Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity

(AG/CG/doc.2/13 rev. 1)
· Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach

(AG/CG/doc.5/13 rev. 1)
· Rules on Footnotes (AG/CG/doc.3/13)
· Elimination of Neglected Diseases and Other Poverty-Related Infections (AG/CG/doc.6/13)
The draft resolution “Follow-up on resolution AG/RES.1 (XLIV-E/13) 'Results of the Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System'” was put to a vote at the request of Ecuador, the proposing delegation. The draft resolution, with the amendments made thereto, was put to a vote, first by parts and then as a whole, but failed to attain the necessary majority of 18 member states needed for approval:  there were 3 votes in favor, 14 against, and 10 abstentions.
The draft resolution “Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance” (AG/CG/doc.4/13), presented by the delegations of Argentina and Panama, was withdrawn from the General Committee at the request of the proposing delegations, in light of the number of amendments proposed by the delegations when it was considered by the General Committee. The Chair thanked the proposing delegations for their flexibility and urged them to present the draft resolution for discussion by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, should they so deem appropriate; the Chair also invited interested delegations to submit alternative proposals.

The draft resolution “Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data” (AG/CG/doc.8/13) was resent, open, to the plenary, given that the General Committee was unable to reach consensus on it. It was suggested that the open paragraph be referred to the plenary, with an indication of the three available alternatives:  the original proposal, the modification proposed by the delegation of Venezuela, and the modification presented by Mexico.
The original proposal was: “Instruct the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to continue including in the Annual Report of the IACHR a report on the situation/state of access to public information in the region and its effect on the exercise of the right to freedom of expression.”
The alternative proposal by the delegation of Venezuela was: “Instruct the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), with the support of the Department of International Law, to continue including in the Annual Report of the IACHR a report on the situation/state of access to public information in the region and its effect on the exercise of the right to freedom of expression, to include, in addition, a study of domestic laws, experiences, and good practices on the topic of access to public information in the region.”
Finally, the delegation of Mexico’s alternative proposal was based on the Venezuelan suggestion, but deleted the reference to the support of the Department of International Law.
It is worth noting that at its third meeting, as indicated in the order of business for that meeting, the General Committee received a mandate to review the Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas” (document AG/doc.5351/13) from the private meeting of heads of delegation, as was established by the plenary session of the General Assembly, by virtue of the fact that certain elements remained pending for its approval. At the end of the discussions, the General Committee approved the three items on which agreement was pending:  preambular paragraph 18 and operative paragraphs 5 bis and 15.  It also included the text of operative paragraph 19 in accordance with the consensus of the heads of delegation (a paragraph that at the end of the negotiation ultimately became paragraph 20 of document AG/CG/doc.11/13), deleting both the original and the alternative texts with which the negotiations at headquarters had concluded. The new language was not debated in any way within the General Committee since it had come from a private agreement of the heads of delegation of the member states. Comments on the text were made by the delegations of Canada, Paraguay, and the United States, which said that the decision to convene a special session of the General Assembly should be taken by the OAS Permanent Council. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, said it believed there was no consensus for setting a date for a special session of the General Assembly. Consequently, the Draft Declaration of La Antigua was referred to the plenary of the General Assembly, with what is now paragraph 20 open, for discussions solely on the points outlined above. 
The Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, expressed his gratitude for the support he had received in chairing these sessions and applauded the efforts and cooperation of all the delegations represented on the Committee, which had addressed their work conscientiously and positively. He also noted his support for the General Secretariat’s technical team and for the Guatemalan support staff, and declared the meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. on Thursday, June 6.
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