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Explanatory note


The language in these paragraphs is based on the original proposals for the Draft Declaration, incorporating those elements presented by the delegations in writing or during the meeting that, in the Chair’s view, received the highest levels of consensus during the discussions held during the working session of April 26, 2013.

	Paragraph
	

	1
	That it is essential that the Hemisphere continue to advance in a coordinated manner in the search for solutions according to a comprehensive, strengthened, and balanced approach, in dealing with the global drugs problem in a way that fully incorporates public health, education, and social inclusion, together with preventive security and efforts to combat transnational organized crime, the strengthening of democratic institutions, and the promotion of local and national development, in order to construct a comprehensive strategy within the framework of respect for human rights that mitigates the damage and reduces the threats of problem drug use, violence, and related crimes, in order to provide opportunities for social well-being and greater levels of security for the region’s inhabitants;

	2
	That hemispheric cooperation must be strengthened and promoted by mobilizing the different forms of resources that exist, in order to jointly construct a comprehensive policy on the global drugs problem based on the principle of common and shared responsibility and on defense against the challenges, threats, risks, and vulnerabilities of the global drugs problem, and that establishes, inter alia, mechanisms for exchanges of information and experiences among countries, recognizing its different impacts and manifestations in each country;

	2Bis.


	That they recognize the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) as the only valid tool for evaluating drug control policies in the countries that make up the inter-American system, and that it is a priority to strengthen it by including indicators that complement the existing ones in order to assess progress with a comprehensive policy on drugs in the Hemisphere and, at the same time, to assign weightings to national objectives;

	3.
	The commitment toward improving states’ capacities by strengthening their institutions, raising their professional standards, and improving their policies and mechanisms for coordination, oversight, and transparency, in order to deal with the threats related to the multifaceted drugs problem and to embark on comprehensive strategies;

	4.
	That problem drug use is a public health problem, and it is therefore necessary to strengthen health systems, particularly in the areas of prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation, and, at the same time, to develop evidence-based monitoring mechanisms for them that will enable us to identify and assess the actions necessary to respond to problem drug use;

	5.
	That to reduce the levels of violence associated with the global drug problem, it is essential to apply more effective control measures to prevent the diversion and illicit trafficking of firearms to organized criminal groups, for which efforts must be made to improve seizures, confiscation, marking, tracking, and destruction of firearms and of ammunition, explosives, and other related materials;

	6.
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The commitment to redouble our efforts to prevent, detect, and punish operations related to the laundering of assets earned through transnational organized crime, particularly illegal drug trafficking, and to strengthen international cooperation to prevent those assets’ entry into, transit through, and egress from our financial systems and other asset exchange activities, which distort the behavior of our economies; 

	7.
	That each state, in accordance with its domestic law and as a part of its national efforts against the global drugs problem, has the authority to assess, in building a comprehensive drugs policy, lessons learned from those countries and subnational governments that have, inter alia, decriminalized the possession of illicit drugs for personal use or have opted for oversight based on regulated and/or legal markets for certain substances, and to continue learning about and sharing different measures that have been implemented in other states and the impact that those experiences have had on health, street crime, reducing backlogs in the judicial system, and reducing the prison population;

	8.
	To facilitate, inter alia, the creation of mechanisms to regulate and control certain illicit crops for medicinal and scientific purposes, in order to strengthen the economic development of local populations, in accordance with the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs;
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