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WORK PLAN AND WORKING METHODS FOR THE 

WORKING GROUP TO CONSIDER THE 

DRAFT DECLARATION OF ANTIGUA GUATEMALA

“TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE ANTI-DRUGS POLICY IN THE AMERICAS”
(Adopted by the Working Group at the meeting held on April 12, 2013)
The role of the Chair of the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala, “Toward a comprehensive anti-drugs policy in the Americas,” will be to facilitate the deliberations and its efforts will revolve around fostering consensus among the member states towards producing a final document. 

For optimal management of the time set aside for the negotiating process, the following working methods are proposed:

· Work on a short, original, and concise text. Interventions should also be specific and relevant, with emphasis on a conceptual discussion of the document.

· April 3 to May 21, 2013, is the period for which formal and informal meetings of the Working Group are planned.

· The Chair will start every working meeting on time and delegations are therefore asked to cooperate by being at meetings on time as per their schedules.

· The Chair will hold consultations with the regional groups. The draft Declaration submitted by the Government of Guatemala is the working document that shall be used for the deliberations at meetings and the Working Group shall produce the corresponding revised versions as points of consensus are achieved.

· Delegations have until Monday, April 22 to submit any proposed new language for the draft Declaration. Those proposals will be submitted to the Secretariat to ensure they are correctly recorded, translated, and distributed to the delegations in a timely fashion.

· The time devoted to deliberations on each paragraph is limited to 20 minutes at each meeting.

· During the meetings, where specific paragraphs give rise to protracted discussions, they shall be referred by the Chair for interested delegations to discuss at the informal level with a view to finding formulas for consensus in that setting and reporting thereon at the next meeting of the Working Group.

· Proposed changes arising during the course of the negotiations shall be submitted to the Chair in writing.

· Paragraphs on which consensus is reached at formal meetings of the Working Group will not be reopened for further discussion. 
· During the meetings, Spanish will be the working language for documents, which are then translated into English through the usual arrangements and at the usual times set by the Secretariat.

· The different versions of the working document will be distributed in digital format. Delegations are advised to attend the meetings of the Working Group with their own digital copies of the document.
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Notwithstanding any additional informal and formal meetings that might prove necessary during the negotiating process, the schedule of meetings is agreed as follows:

	APRIL 2013

	Friday 12
	10:00 a.m. – 
Bolívar Room
	· Agreement on working methods and schedule of meetings
· General comments

	Tuesday 16
	11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Miranda Room
	· Informal meeting of the delegation of Guatemala with the SICA member countries 

	Friday 19
	3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. – 
Miranda Room
	· Informal meeting of the delegation of Guatemala with the CARICOM member countries

	Monday 22
	11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – Miranda Room
	· Informal meeting of the delegation of Guatemala with the ALADI member countries

	Monday 22
	* Delegations may submit comments in writing from April 3 to 22
	· Deadline for presentation of new language 

	Friday 26
	10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. –
Bolívar Room
	· Start of negotiations

	Monday 29
	10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. –
Bolívar Room
	· Negotiations continue

	MAY 2013

	Wednesday 1
	2:30 to 5:30 p.m. –

Bolívar Room
	· Negotiations continue

	Friday 3
	10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. –
Bolívar Room
	· Negotiations continue

	Wednesday 8
	10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. –
Guerrero Room
	· Negotiations continue

	Friday 10
	2:30 to 5:30 p.m. –

Bolívar Room
	· Negotiations continue

	Monday 13 
	10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. –
Bolívar Room
	· Negotiations continue

	Wednesday 15
	2:30 to 5:30 p.m. – 
Bolívar Room
	· Negotiations continue

	Friday 17
	10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. – 
Bolívar Room
	· Completion of work:  approval of the draft Declaration to be presented to the Preparatory Committee on May 22, 2013
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