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The meeting of the Preparatory Committee was held on April 20, 2011, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Gillian M. S. Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada and Chair of the Preparatory Committee, to continue the preparations for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly. The meeting opened at 9:44 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly adopted the order of business (AG/CP/OD-374/11).

2. Report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
The Preparatory Committee received the report on the work of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, presented by Ambassador Luis Menéndez Castro, Acting Representative of El Salvador, on behalf of Ambassador Joaquín Maza, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, who had been unable to attend at headquarters for reasons of health.

The report presented referred to the work done in preparing the preliminary draft agenda and preliminary draft schedule, to the procedural matters pertaining to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly entrusted to the Subcommittee, and to the draft agendas and draft schedules for the dialogues of heads of delegation and the Secretary General with civil society representatives; permanent observers; representatives of the Private Sector Forum; and workers’ representatives, in the context of the activities related to the General Assembly session. The report presented by Ambassador Menéndez was published as document AG/CP/SUB.TP-228/11.

Ambassador Menéndez presented to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration the preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev. 3) and preliminary draft schedule (AG/CP/SUB.TP-225/11 rev. 1) that had been agreed upon by all member states.

Ambassador Menéndez presented to the Subcommittee the following recommendations regarding procedural matters:

a. Statements by heads of delegation
The statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly should in no case exceed six minutes, the same length of time that would be allotted for statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities mentioned in Article 6 of said Rules of Procedure.


b.
Date and time limit for the presentation of proposals

That the Preparatory Committee set June 6, 2011, at 11:00 p.m., as the time limit for the presentation of new draft resolutions and draft declarations or of recommendations pertaining to the agenda for the General Assembly session (Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

c.
Minutes

That the minutes of the plenary sessions be verbatim, and the minutes of the General Committee, summary (Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

d.
Duration

As indicated in the draft schedule, that the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly be held on three consecutive days, from June 5 to 7, 2011.

e. General Committee
It was decided to recommend that the General Committee be installed with the following mandate:

i. To address those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new drafts that the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;

ii. To consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or of the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

iii. To consider any projects or activities with budgetary implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

Based on the recommendations of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, the Preparatory Committee decided:

a. To approve the preliminary draft agenda, and instructed the Secretariat to forward it to the member state governments by April 21, 2011.  The draft agenda was published as document AG/CP/doc.798/11.

b. To approve the preliminary draft schedule, subsequently published as document AG/CP/doc.797/11.

c. That the maximum duration of the statements of the heads of delegation would be six minutes (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

d. To set Monday, June 6, 2011, at 11:00 a.m., as the time limit for the presentation of new draft resolutions and draft declarations or of recommendations pertaining to the agenda for the General Assembly session (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly). 

e. That the minutes of the plenary sessions would be verbatim, and the minutes of the General Committee, summary (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

f. That the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, from June 5 to June 7, 2011 (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

g. To install the General Committee with the following mandate:  (i) To address those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new drafts that the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee; (ii) To consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or of the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and (iii) To consider any projects or activities with budgetary implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

When the above-mentioned decisions had been taken, the Chair reminded those present that, under Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, “Once the Preparatory Committee has approved the draft agenda, new topics may be included only by the vote of two thirds of the members of that committee, at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the session of the General Assembly.”

Additionally, as provided in Article 33 of said Rules of Procedure, “Once the regular session of the General Assembly has begun, only urgent and important matters may be added to the agenda. The admission of such topics shall require the vote of two thirds of the member states.”
3.
Other business

The delegation of Argentina reported that its government would present a draft resolution on the question of the Malvinas Islands, which would be the same text that had been adopted by the General Assembly in past years. 

There being no other business, at 10:00 a.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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1.	The statements and comments of the delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting, AG/CP/ACTA 374/11.
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