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The Preparatory Committee held a meeting on February 24, 2012, to begin its preparation for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti and Chair of the Preparatory Committee.  The meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly adopted the order of business AG/CP/OD-380/12.
2. Procedures for the preparatory work of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

Ambassador Brutus said that in recent years, delegations have faced a major challenge in trying to participate in most of the ceremonies, events, and sessions on the full agenda of the General Assembly.  Accordingly, and considering that the Preparatory Committee and its Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure are the appropriate forum to consider and approve, without exception, all activities taking place in the framework of the General Assembly, he presented a proposed working methodology.

The Preparatory Committee considered and adopted the following methodology for the orderly conduct of the preparatory work of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly:

a. Only those events, ceremonies, and activities that have been submitted and approved by the Preparatory Committee, or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure where applicable, can be held during regular sessions of the General Assembly.

b. Plenary sessions of the General Assembly shall include only presentations by representatives of the organs, agencies, or entities that have been consulted and agreed on by the Preparatory Committee, or by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure where applicable.

c. The Preparatory Committee shall prepare a consolidated schedule that will include all the events, ceremonies, activities, and sessions to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly.
3. Installation of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and election of its Chair

The Preparatory Committee installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and appointed as its Chair the Permanent Representative of the host country of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, Ambassador Diego Pary.

The Preparatory Committee entrusted the Subcommittee with preparation of the draft agenda, the draft schedule of the General Assembly, and such procedural matters as it may deem necessary.  Accordingly, the Chair recalled that Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly established that the draft agenda shall be transmitted to the governments at least forty five days before the opening date of each regular session of General Assembly.  Pursuant to the provisions of the aforementioned Article with respect to the forty-second regular session, the draft agenda shall therefore be transmitted to the member states no later than April 19, 2012.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure is open to participation by all member states.
4. Installation of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and election of its Chair

The Chair reminded the members that the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) adopted at the forty-second special session held on October 31, 2011, had resolved: “To instruct the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly to consider a proposal to be referred to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in June 2012, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2013 program-budget...” and “[t]o call a special session of the General Assembly to consider and approve the 2013 program-budget, to be held no later than November 15, 2012.”

For the consideration of the above-mentioned matters, the Preparatory Committee installed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.

As regards the Chair of the Subcommittee, Ambassador Brutus recalled that in previous years this responsibility had been assigned to the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council, in order to ensure continuity in the treatment of budgetary and administrative matters.

He then proposed that the Preparatory Committee agree that the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters be assumed by the Chair of the CAAP, Ambassador John Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados.  It was so decided.

The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters is open to participation by all member states.
5. Progress report by the Assistant Secretary General on preparations for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

The Preparatory Committee received a progress report, which was delivered by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, on preparations for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.


Ambassador Ramdin gave an update on the preparatory work being done by the Bolivian authorities and the OAS General Secretariat.  In that context, he briefly outlined some proposals that were being evaluated for referral to the member states with a view to making the discussions to be held in the framework of the General Assembly more substantive and more effective.  Ambassador Ramdin said that a proposal would be put forward shortly.


The report also touched on some logistical aspects that were being raised.  The Preparatory Committee took note of the information presented by the Assistant Secretary General.

6.
Establishment of the order of precedence of the:
a. Member states


Pursuant to Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the pertinent lots were drawn.  The Delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela will be first in the order of precedence among the member state delegations, which will follow the Spanish alphabetical order.
b. Permanent observers


Pursuant to Article of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the order of precedence of the observers was also established by lot, resulting in the Delegation of Malta being first.  The remaining Delegations of the Permanent Observers will follow the Spanish alphabetical order.
7. Lots for host hotels for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

Lots were drawn for the respective hotels, as follows:
	Country
	Hotel

	Haiti
	Toloma

	Honduras
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Jamaica
	Gran Hotel Cochabamba

	Mexico
	Toloma

	Nicaragua
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Panama
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Paraguay
	La Colonia

	Peru
	Gran Hotel Cochabamba

	Dominican Republic
	La Colonia

	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	La Colonia

	Saint Lucia
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	Toloma

	Suriname
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Trinidad and Tobago
	La Colonia

	Uruguay
	Toloma

	Venezuela
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Antigua and Barbuda
	La Colonia

	Argentina
	Toloma

	Bahamas
	Toloma

	Barbados
	Toloma
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Belize
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Bolivia
	Gran Hotel Cochabamba

	Brazil
	La Colonia

	Canada
	Gran Hotel Cochabamba

	Chile
	Toloma

	Colombia
	La Colonia

	Costa Rica
	La Colonia

	Dominica
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Ecuador
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	El Salvador
	La Colonia

	United States
	Toloma

	Grenada
	Regina Resort y Convenciones

	Guatemala
	Toloma

	Guyana
	La Colonia


8. Adoption of minutes of meeting of the Preparatory Committee

Following a request by the Delegation of Brazil for certain adjustments to minutes AG/CP/ACTA 375/11 and AG/CP/ACTA 378/11, the Preparatory Committee adopted the following minutes that will include the adjustments requested:
· AG/CP/ACTA 373/11, of the meeting held on March 23, 2011

· AG/CP/ACTA 374/11, of the meeting held on April 20, 2011
· AG/CP/ACTA 375/11, of the meeting held on May 13, 2011
· AG/CP/ACTA 376/11, of the meeting held on May 18, 2011
· AG/CP/ACTA 377/11, of the meeting held on May 24, 2011
· AG/CP/ACTA 378/11, of the meeting held on May 25, 2011

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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	1.	The delegations’ statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, AG/CP/ACTA 380/12.
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