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The Preparatory Committee held a meeting on May 24, 2012, to continue its work in preparation for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly under the direction of Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras and Chair of the Preparatory Committee. The meeting came to order at 3:15 p.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly adopted the order of business, document AG/CP/OD-384/12.

2. Report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

The Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, Permanent Representatives of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, submitted a report on the decisions reached by the Subcommittee at its meeting of May 16, 2012, to consider: a) the preliminary draft schedule; b) the dialogue of the heads of delegation and Secretary General with the representatives of civil society, workers, the private sector, and social actors; and, c) other business. The report submitted by Ambassador Pary was distributed as document AG/CP/SUB.TP-243/12 add.1.

Based on the recommendations of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, the Preparatory Committee decided:

i. That, in addition to the presentations of the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the President of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and the Vice President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Judge Diego García-Sayán, be authorized to deliver a presentation during the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly;

ii. That the dialogue of heads of delegation and the Secretary General with representatives of civil society, workers, the private sector, and social actors, focusing on the topic of “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas,” be held on June 3, 2012, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon, using the format described in document  AG/CP/SUB.TP-244/12 rev.1;

iii. That the order of business for the dialogue be the one contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-249/12;

iv. That the schedule of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly comprise the activities and sessions described in document  AG/CP/SUB-TP-238/12 rev. 2, amended to include the change of date for the meeting of the SIRG and the social events announced by the delegation of Bolivia;

v. To reword the title of item 10 on the draft agenda to read “Adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas,” instead of “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region”;

vi. That the statements by the representatives of all the organs to the plenary session of the General Assembly not exceed the duration suggested for statements by the heads of delegations, that is to say, six minutes.

3. Report of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters 

Mr. César Martínez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador and Vice Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, presented the report on the work of the Subcommittee, distributed as document AG/CP/Sub.AA-372/12, and the draft resolution entitled “Financing of the 2012 Program-Budget of the Organization.”
The Preparatory Committee took note of the report presented and approved the draft resolution “Financing of the 2013 Program-Budget of the Organization,” contained in document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-366/12 rev. 3, with a view to its referral to the General Assembly for consideration at its forty-second regular session.

4. Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas

The Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, presented a report on the work of the Group and the progress made on the Draft Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas. He noted that the results showed that in an intercultural dialogue undertaken on an equal footing, where differences were respected and recognized, it was possible to build something collectively.

Ambassador Pary reported that the Working Group had declared its work completed and that the results achieved from the negotiations on the draft declaration were contained in document AG/CP/GTDC-6/12 rev. 10.   He also reported that a large number of paragraphs had been agreed upon and that some required discussion. Accordingly, he said that the Working Group recommended that the Preparatory Committee relay the document for its continued discussion in the framework of the General Committee to be installed by the General Assembly.
Following Ambassador Pary's presentation, the delegation of Argentina submitted a draft for operative paragraph 6.f) and withdrew its proposal for preambular paragraph 24. For its part, the delegation of Uruguay reiterated its reservation with regard to operative paragraph 9.

The Preparatory Committee took note of the report presented by the Chair of the Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas and decided to recommend to the General Assembly that the discussions on the Draft Declaration, as submitted by the Working Group, and on the agreements reached during the meeting, continue in the context of the General Committee to be installed in Cochabamba, Bolivia.
5. Other business

· The Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Saladin, announced that his country would be submitting a draft resolution for consideration by the General Assembly entitled “Excessive Volatility of Commodity Prices and Its Consequences for Food Security and Sustainable Development in the Americas.”
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m.
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1.	The delegations’ statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, AG/CP/ACTA 384/12.
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