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The Preparatory Committee held a meeting on February 25, 2013 to begin preparations for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. It was chaired by Ambassador Denis Moncada Colindres, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua and Chair of the Preparatory Committee. The meeting was called to order at 2:52 p.m.
The statutory quorum was established with representatives of the following states in attendance:  Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly adopted the order of business, document AG/CP/OD-387/13.
2. Procedures for the preparatory work of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly 

The Preparatory Committee considered and adopted the following procedures for the orderly conduct of the preparatory work of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly:
a. Only events, ceremonies, and activities that have been submitted and approved by the Preparatory Committee, or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, where applicable, may be held during the regular session of the General Assembly.
b. The plenary sessions of the General Assembly will include statements by representatives of organs, agencies, or entities that are discussed and agreed on by the Preparatory Committee, or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, where applicable.
c. The Preparatory Committee shall prepare a consolidated schedule that will include all events, ceremonies, activities, and meetings to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly.
3. Installation of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and election of its Chair
The Preparatory Commission installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and appointed as its Chair the Permanent Representative of the host country of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, Ambassador Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the Organization of American States.
The Preparatory Committee instructed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure to prepare the draft agenda, the draft schedule for the General Assembly, and such procedural matters as it deems necessary. Accordingly, the Chair recalled that Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly stated that the draft agenda shall be transmitted to the Governments at least forty-five days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.  Pursuant to provisions of said article relating to the forty-third regular session, the draft agenda will therefore be transmitted to member states no later than April 20, 2013. 
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure was open to participation by all member states.
4. Installation of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters and election of its Chair
The Chair reminded the representatives that the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12), adopted by the forty-third special session held on November 15, 2012, had resolved: “To instruct the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly to consider a proposal to be referred to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, to be held in June 2013, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2014 program-budget....” and “To call a special session of the General Assembly to consider and approve the 2014 program-budget, to be held no later than October 30, 2013.”
To deal with the aforementioned matters, the Preparatory Committee installed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.

The Preparatory Committee elected Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, as Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.

The Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters was open to participation by all member states.
5. Installing the Working Group to consider the draft declaration of the General Assembly and election of its Chair

The Preparatory Committee installed the Working Group that will consider the draft declaration of the General Assembly, and Ambassador Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, was elected as Chair of the Working Group.
6. Establishment of the order of precedence of the delegations of:
a. Member States
In accordance with Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the corresponding lots were drawn.  The delegation of The Bahamas will be first in the order of precedence of the member state delegations, which will follow the alphabetical order in Spanish.
b. Permanent Observers
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In accordance with Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the order of precedence among the observers was also established by lots, which resulted in the delegation of Greece being first.  The remaining permanent observer delegations will follow the alphabetical order in Spanish.
7. Lots for host hotels for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly 
The corresponding lots were drawn for hotels. The result of the lots was published subsequently as document AG/CP/INF.637/13.
8. Other business 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 3:29 p.m.
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1.	The statements and comments are contained in the minutes of the meeting, AG/CP/ACTA 387/13.
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