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Summary of the meeting of October 19, 2016


The meeting of the Preparatory Committee was chaired by Ambassador Audrey Marks, Permanent Representative of Jamaica and Chair of the Preparatory Committee. The meeting was called to order at 10:18 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2016/AG_CP_OD-410_10-19-2016.MP3 

1. Adoption of the order of business (AG/CP/OD-410/16)

The order of business was adopted without changes.

2. Consideration of the documents for the fifty-first special session of the General Assembly
· Preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/doc.906/16 rev. 1)
The Preparatory Committee agreed to consider the draft agenda of the fifty-first special session of the General Assembly at its next meeting, bearing in mind that item 5 of the draft, which refers to the  “consideration and adoption of the Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization of American States, pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XLVII-E/14), AG/RES. 2890 (XLVI-O/16), and CP/RES. 1067 (2088/16),” is subject to the relevant decisions and recommendations adopted by the Permanent Council’s Ad Hoc Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS.
· Preliminary draft schedule (AG/CP/doc.907/16 rev. 1)
The Preparatory Committee adopted the proposed draft schedule of the fifty-first special session of the General Assembly, without amendment.

3. Agreements on procedures for the fifty-first special session of the General Assembly

The Preparatory Committee agreed: 

a. That the statements by the Heads of Delegation will not exceed 6 minutes.

b. That the minutes of the plenary sessions will be verbatim and that, should the General Assembly decide to establish the General Committee, the minutes of that Committee’s meetings will be summary.

c. That the General Assembly session will begin and end on October 31, 2016.
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That with respect to the recordings of the sessions and meetings, the Committee will instruct the General Secretariat to take all the necessary steps internally to ensure that the audio recordings of all sessions and meetings held during the fifty-first special session of the General Assembly are duly recorded and stored, including with spare/backup copies, to be made available to the member states within a reasonable time frame.

e. That pursuant to Articles 22 and 23 of its Rules of Procedure, the General Assembly may establish the General Committee, which may in turn create such subcommittees or working groups as it deems necessary.
4. Establishment of the order of precedence of the delegations:

The Preparatory Committee established by lot the order of precedence of the member states and permanent observers, and decided that this order of precedence will follow the Spanish alphabetical order.

· Member states: Nicaragua

· Permanent observers: Armenia
5. Adoption of the minutes of the meetings of the Preparatory Committee for the forty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly

The Preparatory Committee adopted the following minutes:
· AG/CP/ACTA 408/16 (meeting of  March 30, 2016)

· AG/CP/ACTA 409/16 (meeting of  April 27, 2016)

6. Other business
The Chair of the Preparatory Committee reminded those delegations that had not yet done so to accredit the members of their respective delegations to the fifty-first special session of the General Assembly by written communication to the Secretary General, pursuant to Article 3 of the Rules of Procedure.
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 10:47 a.m.
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