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In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration a report on the results of the tasks entrusted to this Subcommittee in the preparations for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE


On February 24, 2012, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by the powers vested in it by Article 60 of the OAS Charter,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter as well as Articles 29,
/ 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; 

· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly to the Preparatory Committee, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

· Submit its recommendations and decisions on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines established in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter. 

II. PROCEEDINGS

To fulfill the mandates entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure has met thus far on April 2, 18, and 26, 2012.

1. Meeting of April 2, 2012
On April 2, 2012, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held its first meeting to consider the following matters:

a. Consideration of the request of the Permanent Mission of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to include the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session 

The delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia requested the inclusion of the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 426 (IX-O/79), “Access by Bolivia to the Pacific Ocean,” which “recommend[ed] to the states most directly concerned with this problem that they open negotiations for the purpose of providing Bolivia with a free and sovereign territorial connection with the Pacific Ocean,” and to resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89), “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” which “reaffirm[ed] the importance of finding a solution to the maritime problem of Bolivia on the basis of what is mutually advantageous to the parties involved and their rights and interests, for better understanding, solidarity, and integration in the hemisphere, urging the parties to engage in dialogue and leaving the subject open for consideration….” In conclusion, the delegation of Bolivia said that the topic was a matter of vital importance and ongoing interest to the Government and people of the Plurinational State of Bolivia. 
Once the delegation of Bolivia had presented its request for inclusion of the topic on the draft agenda and schedule for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, the delegation of Chile commented on said request and asked to have the following statement entered in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:
“Mr. Chair,

Regarding the request by the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the agenda and schedule for the next General Assembly session, as it considers that the topic is not relevant, nor is Chile interested in references to resolutions whose scope it has not recognized; in addition, the topic relates to a matter that is strictly bilateral and beyond the competence of the Organization of American States.

I hereby request that this statement be recorded in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report.” 

The Subcommittee took note of the statements by the representatives of Bolivia and Chile and decided to include the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly to be drawn up by the Secretariat.

b. Requests received to speak at the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly 
The Subcommittee received and considered requests from the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the President of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to speak at the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly. During the consideration of these requests, the Subcommittee was informed that the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights had asked to be allotted 30 minutes for his presentation. 

The Subcommittee considered the request and the advisability of setting a maximum amount of time for statements to the plenary of the General Assembly, but it did not reach agreement on the matter. Once delegations had commented on the requests, the Subcommittee decided:

· To consider at future meetings the amount of time available to the ministers of foreign affairs for substantive dialogue during the General Assembly session;

· To have the Presidents of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Juridical Committee, respectively, participate in a plenary session of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly;

· To postpone the decision on the length of statements until a future meeting.
c. Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations or of requests for the inclusion of topics on the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set April 13, 2012, as the deadline for delegations to present their observations on the preliminary draft agenda for the General Assembly session and/or to request the inclusion of new topics.


The Subcommittee also considered Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly
 and, taking into account the work that still had to be done for the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15, 2012, and for the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group, decided that the draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly would be transmitted to governments on April 26, 2012. 

d.
Establishment of a deadline for the submission of draft declarations and draft resolutions


April 13, 2012, at 5:30 p.m. was set as the deadline for submitting new draft resolutions. In accordance with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, said drafts were to be submitted to the Secretary General with an indication of the agenda item to which they refer. The Subcommittee also decided that the date established to facilitate the preparations for the General Assembly session did not imply a modification of Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

2. Meeting of April 18, 2012
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 18, 2012, to consider the following matters:

a. Presentation of the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly


The preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP -237/12) was presented to the member states. It was prepared by the General Secretariat pursuant to the provisions of the OAS Charter, the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, and in compliance with the mandates issued by the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session and other sessions. 

b. Presentation of the preliminary draft schedule of activities for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee received the preliminary draft schedule of activities for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-238/12) and recalled that the Preparatory Committee had decided that events, ceremonies, and activities could not be held during regular sessions of the General Assembly unless they had first been presented and approved by the Preparatory Committee or the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, as the case may be; and that a consolidated schedule would be drawn up of all events, ceremonies, activities, and sessions to be held during the regular session of the General Assembly. Accordingly, the document presented is a preliminary version that will be updated as the Subcommittee or the Preparatory Committee grants its approval for events, ceremonies, or activities to be held during the forty-second regular session.

c. Consideration of requests for the inclusion of topics on the draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

In response to the requests received, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the following topics on the preliminary draft agenda: 

i. Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal
ii. Autonomy of the Inspector Genera
iii. Review of Human Resources Policy
iv. Strengthening of the activities of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program
v. Follow-up of the recommendations of the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the IAHRS
vi. 2013 International Year of Quinoa
vii. Family agriculture

viii. The right to food
ix. Latin America and the Caribbean, a mercenary-free zone
x. International defense of the coca leaf

xi. Sustainable development

xii. Water as a human right

d. Other procedural matters

With a view to facilitating the work of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to make the following proposals:

· Maximum duration of the statements of the heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To suggest a maximum of six minutes.

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Monday, June 4, 2012, at 11:00 a.m.

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings.

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 3 to 5, 2012.

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To install the General Committee to consider those resolutions on which no consensus was reached prior to the start of the session, as well as any others submitted by delegations during the General Assembly session.

The Subcommittee decided to submit these recommendations to the Preparatory Committee.

3. Meeting of April 26, 2012
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 18, 2011, to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the preliminary draft agenda and the inclusion of new topics


The Subcommittee continued its consideration of the preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-237/12 rev. 1), and, in view of the information provided by the Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) regarding the list of draft resolutions being considered by CEPCIDI for referral to the General Assembly, decided to amend Section B.II of the preliminary draft agenda by replacing it in its entirety with the list submitted by the CEPCIDI Chair. This is reflected in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-237/12 rev. 2.

Likewise, the Subcommittee revised the wording of the title of the topic for which the Committee on Hemispheric Security was responsible and decided to present the preliminary draft agenda, as amended, to the Preparatory Committee.
b. Presentation of the event “TIC Bolivia 2012”

The Subcommittee received information about the event “TIC Bolivia 20112, which was being organized by the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) together with the Government of Bolivia. It would be held on May 31 and June 1, 2012, in Cochabamba, Bolivia, and would provide young Bolivians the opportunity to participate in a talent and innovation competition. The Subcommittee took note of the event and asked the Secretariat to include it on the schedule of activities for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meetings of April 2, 18, and 26, 2012, considered and decided to make the following recommendations to the Preparatory Committee: 

1. Draft agenda

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure recommends that the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly consider the draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-237/12 rev. 2), which was drawn up pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

2. Statements by heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure suggests that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the schedule of General Assembly activities and sessions, consideration be given to allotting six minutes for the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
As concerns the duration of statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities, the member states have not yet reached a decision.
3. Date and time limit for the presentation of proposals

The Subcommittee recommends to the Preparatory Committee that, once the General Assembly session has begun, Monday, June 4, 2012, at 11:00 a.m., be set as the time limit for the presentation of new draft resolutions and draft declarations or of recommendations pertaining to the agenda for the session, in keeping with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure.

4. Minutes

In accordance with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the minutes of the plenary sessions be verbatim, and the minutes of the General Committee, summary.

5. Duration

It was decided that the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, from June 3 to 5, 2012.

6. General Committee
The Subcommittee decided to recommend that the General Committee be installed with the following mandate:

a. To address those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new drafts that the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;

b. To consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or of the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

c. To consider any projects or activities with budgetary implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the recommendations adopted by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
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�.	Article 60 of the OAS Charter  “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly;  … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


�.	Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly   “For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added] that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set. In preparing this preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added], the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.”


�.	Article 31. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly. The Preparatory Committee may recommend that, in view of their importance, certain topics be considered on a priority basis at the opening of the regular session of the Assembly. The draft agenda shall be accompanied by a report of the Committee, which shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.
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