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EXPLANATORY NOTE


In preparing the draft agenda for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, the Secretariat has taken into account Articles 29 and 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, which establish the following:

“A.
Regular sessions

Article 29. For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set. In preparing this preliminary draft agenda, the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.

Article 30. The agenda for each regular session of the General Assembly shall include the following matters, in addition to those mentioned in the previous article: 

a.
Adoption of the agenda;

b.
The observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the General Secretariat, the specialized organizations and conferences, and the other organs, agencies, and entities;

c.
Determination of the place and date of the next regular session;

d.
Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization;

e.
Approval of the annual program-budget of the Organization;

f.
Determination of the quotas of the member states.”


With regard to sections (e) and (f) of Article 30, it should be recalled that the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12) on November 15, 2012, in which it resolved “to instruct the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly to consider a proposal to be referred to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, to be held in June 2013, to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2014 program-budget” and “to convoke a special session of the General Assembly to consider and approve the 2014 program-budget, to be held no later than October 30, 2013.”

Accordingly, it would not be appropriate to include approval of the annual budget of the Organization for 2014 on the agenda of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. However, in accordance with the above resolution, establishment of the overall budget level and sources of financing will be included (see item 40 of this preliminary draft agenda).


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure also considered the requests made by the delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia and the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (the Permanent Representative of Canada), as well as information provided by the chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, regarding the inclusion of topics on the draft preliminary agenda
This revised version incorporates the additions and changes agreed upon by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure at its meeting of April 17, 2013. It is also noted for the record that at the meeting of April 17, 2013, the delegations occupying the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) advised that discussions remained ongoing with the aim of reducing the number of matters that they would refer to the General Assembly as a result of grouping like topics into categories, which effort would ultimately necessitate a revision of the draft agenda.
PRELIMINARY DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A. TOPICS INCLUDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE OAS CHARTER, THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND OTHER PROVISIONS IN FORCE

I. Adoption of the agenda of the General Assembly
II. Adoption of the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly 

III. Annual report of the General Secretariat on the activities and financial condition of the Organization 
IV. Report of the Secretary General on credentials 

V. Annual Report of the Permanent Council 

VI. Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization 

a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

b. Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 

c. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

d. Inter-American Court of Human Rights

e. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

f. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

g. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)
h. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

i. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) 
j. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

k. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

l. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

m. Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

n. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

o. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

VII. Determination of the place and date of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly 

VIII. Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization 

a. Three members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

b. Three members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

c. Two members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

d. One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS

e. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat

IX. The Question of the Malvinas Islands 

B. TOPICS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCILS OF THE ORGANIZATION
I. PERMANENT COUNCIL

1. Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region 

2. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter 
3. Excessive Commodity Price Volatility and its Implications for Food Security and Sustainable Development in the Americas 
4. Follow-up on the Recommendations Contained in the "Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System" 

The General Committee:
5. Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere 

6. Use of Telecommunications/Information Technologies and Communication to Create an Integrating Information Society 

7. Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators 

8. Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors 
9. Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality 

10. Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women 

11. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” 
12. Consumer Safety and Health Network and the Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System
Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:
13. Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent  in the Americas 

14. Adoption of Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights Under the Protocol of San Salvador 

15. Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice for Persons in Situations of Vulnerability 

16. Human rights defenders:  Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas 

17. Internally Displaced Persons 

18. Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families 

19. Draft Legally-Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 

20. Follow-up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity” 

21. Strengthening the activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) 

22. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity  

23. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 

24. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law 

25. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

26. Right to the Truth 

27. Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons [AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12)]

28. Access to Public Information and Protection of Person Data 
29. Promotion of the International Criminal Court 

30. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption 

31. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat 

32. Education on Human Rights in Formal Education in the Americas 

33. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP)
34. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers, Attorneys, or Prosecutors General of the Americas 

35. Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas 

36. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

Committee on Hemispheric Security:

37. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach 

Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities:

38. Increasing and strengthening civil society participation in the activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas process 

39. Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process 

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs:

40. Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization 
II.
INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI)

41. Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Holding of the XVIII Conference 

42. Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices 

43. Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission

44. Investing in Human Capital for Development

45. Promoting Integrated Water Resource Management in the Americas

46. Convocation of the Eighth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports 

47. Report of the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and Holding of the XXI Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism

48. Promotion of Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere 

49. Inter-American Competitiveness Network 

50. Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises

51. Strengthening the Discussion of Migration Issues in the Organization of American States
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52. Draft Omnibus Resolution on the Strengthening of CIDI and Cooperation

C. OTHER TOPICS REQUESTED BY DELEGATIONS FOR INCLUSION ON THE AGENDA OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

53.
Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia. (Request by the delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia - document AG/CP/doc.834/13)
54.
Progress with respect to accountability, effectiveness, efficiency, and results in the OAS (Request by the delegation of Canada, Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs – document AG/CP/SUB.TP-250/13)
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