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Summary of the meeting of March 25, 2010


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session began its work under the chairmanship of Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS.

1.
Adoption of the order of business
The order of business, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-183/10, was approved as presented. 

2. Presentation of the preliminary draft agenda of the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session
In presenting the preliminary draft agenda, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10, the Chair reported that it had been prepared by the General Secretariat in keeping with Articles 29 and 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

The Chair said the preliminary draft had three sections.  Section A dealt with matters included in response to provisions of the OAS Charter, the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and other applicable provisions. Section B included matters under consideration in the councils of the Organization and on which the General Assembly itself had asked to be informed at its next session.  Section C included the topics that had been requested by the member states.  Section C would also include topics subsequently requested.

With a view to allowing the delegations sufficient time to study the documents, the Chair suggested that consideration of the preliminary draft agenda continue at an upcoming meeting; his proposal was adopted.

As for the annotated preliminary draft agenda, the Chair reported that the Secretariat was preparing it and that it would be provided to the delegations as soon as possible.

3. Establishment of the time limit for presentation of observations or requests for inclusions of topics in the preliminary draft agenda of the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session

The Chair suggested April 12, 2010, as the deadline by which delegations must present to the Secretariat their observations or requests for inclusion of new topics in the agenda of the General Assembly.  The Subcommittee adopted the Chair’s proposal.

In establishing this time frame, the Chair recalled that, in order to comply with the provisions of Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly,
/ the draft agenda of the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session as approved by the Preparatory Committee must be transmitted to the governments no later than April 22, 2010.
The Chair also reported that a meeting of the Preparatory Committee was scheduled for April 15, 2010, on which date the Subcommittee was to present its recommendations on the draft agenda and procedures of the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, so as to comply with the deadline stipulated in the Rules of Procedure.
4. Establishment of the deadline for presentation of draft declarations and draft resolutions

When this topic was considered, the Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Ruy Casaes, expressed concern over the establishment of a deadline.  He requested that the Secretariat read aloud Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, which provides that “Whenever possible, draft declarations, resolutions, or recommendations relating to the agenda shall be presented to the Secretary General of the Organization prior to the beginning of the Assembly session. The deadline for the presentation of drafts after the session has begun shall be established by the General Assembly at its first plenary session.”

After an exchange of views on the matter, the Subcommittee, at the suggestion of its Chair, agreed that, to the extent possible, the member states would endeavor to present draft declarations and draft resolutions that were to be transmitted to the General Assembly no later than 5:30 p.m. on May 7, 2010. The Subcommittee also agreed that the date established for the purpose of expediting the preparatory work of the General Assembly would not constitute an amendment to Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

In addition, the Subcommittee accepted the Chair’s suggestion that, when any such proposal was presented, the delegations specify the topic to which it pertained.

5. Agreement on the draft agenda and draft schedule of the meetings of the heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session

The Subcommittee agreed to request that the General Secretariat, through the appropriate technical offices, transmit to the Subcommittee the draft agenda and draft schedule of the following meetings of heads of delegation to be held during the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly:

· With the permanent observers 

· With the representatives of civil society

· With the representatives of the private-sector forum

· With the workers’ representatives

The Subcommittee requested that the aforementioned documents be transmitted to the delegations sufficiently ahead of time to allow for consultation with their national authorities before consideration by the Subcommittee at its meeting of April 7, 2010.
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The Subcommittee also instructed the General Secretariat to prepare the preliminary draft schedule of the General Assembly, which should include the scheduled dialogues of heads of delegation.  This document was to be sent to the delegations sufficiently in advance of the Subcommittee meeting of April 7, 2010.

6. Other business

There being no further business to address, the meeting concluded at 1:15 p.m.
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�.	Article 31. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.  The Preparatory Committee may recommend that, in view of their importance, certain topics be considered on a priority basis at the opening of the regular session of the Assembly.  The draft agenda shall be accompanied by a report of the Committee, which shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.
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