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The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly began its work under the chairmanship of Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS. The meeting was called to order at 3:25 p.m.

1.
Adoption of the order of business
The Chair proposed that consideration of item 3 on the order of business (AG/CP/SUB.TP-188/10 corr. 1), regarding the draft agendas and draft schedules for the dialogues of heads of delegation with workers’ representatives, representatives of the Private Sector Forum, representatives of civil society, and permanent observers that would take place during the General Assembly session, be postponed until after the conclusion of talks being held in that regard. The order of business was adopted with the proposed amendment. 

2. Consideration of the preliminary draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly 

The Chair introduced the preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev. 1) and said that, during the period established for the presentation of requests for the inclusion of new items, five requests had been received.  In order to expedite work, they had been included in section C of the aforementioned document. The requests received referred to the following items:

i. “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” requested by the Permanent Mission of Bolivia

ii. “Amendment of the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS,” requested by the General Committee

iii. “AG/RES. 2497 (XXXIX-O/09), ‘Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission,’” requested by the Permanent Mission of the United States

iv. “AG/RES. 2493 (XXXIX-O/09), ‘Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission,’” requested by the Permanent Mission of the United States

v. “Guidelines for preparation of the program-budget for 2011,” requested by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters 


The Alternate Representative of Bolivia, Mr. William Torres, referred to his Government’s request and said that it had been made pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89), adopted on November 18, 1989, which had left “... the subject (the Maritime Problem of Bolivia) open for consideration at any of the next regular sessions of the General Assembly at the request of either of the parties concerned.”  In addition he expressed appreciation for the inclusion of the topic in the preliminary draft agenda under consideration.


The Interim Representative of Chile, Mr. Christian Rehren, commented on the delegation of Bolivia’s request to include the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly and asked to have the following statement included in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:


“Mr. Chair,


“Chile has been forging a relationship with Bolivia based on broad dialogue—which we are especially satisfied to point out.


“However, as concerns the request of the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic ‘Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia’ on the agenda and schedule for the next regular session of the General Assembly, as it is a subject that relates to exclusively bilateral relations between Chile and Bolivia and is outside the purview of this Organization.


“I request that this statement be recorded in the Committee’s minutes and in the corresponding report.”


The Alternate Representative of Mexico, Mr. Héctor Ortega, requested, jointly with the Mission of Peru, that the item “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity” be included on the draft agenda of the General Assembly.  He said that the delegations of Mexico and Peru would like the item to be included under heading B, “Topics under consideration by the Councils of the Organization,” section I, “Permanent Council.”  He also said that the request was being made pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2362 (XXXVIII-O/08).


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the following items on the preliminary draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly:

i. “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” requested by the Permanent Mission of Bolivia

ii. “Amendment of the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS,” requested by the General Committee

iii. “AG/RES. 2497 (XXXIX-O/09), ‘Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission,’” requested by the Permanent Mission of the United States

iv. “AG/RES. 2493 (XXXIX-O/09), ‘Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission,’” requested by the Permanent Mission of the United States

v. “Guidelines for preparation of the program-budget for 2011,” requested by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters 

vi. Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and The Right to Identity

3. Consideration of the preliminary draft schedule of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly 

The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, introduced the preliminary draft schedule (AG/CP/SUB.TP-186/10), drawn up by the Secretariat in coordination with the Government of Peru, the host country for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly. Ambassador Ramdin said that the schedule followed the same model as for previous sessions of the General Assembly. He referred briefly to the schedule’s activities and provided updated information on the candidacies submitted for the elections to be held during the General Assembly session and to the deadlines for presenting them.  

In conclusion, he expressed concern that, compared to other years, the Permanent Council committees were late in considering the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly for adoption. If the committees did not manage to finish their work at headquarters, the General Committee of the General Assembly would have to put in many hours of work in Lima.  

The Chair of the Subcommittee said that he shared Ambassador Ramdin’s concern and called upon the delegations to make a special effort to negotiate the draft resolutions.

In response to a question from the Representative of Mexico concerning the agenda of the private dialogue of heads of delegation, Ambassador Ramdin said that neither the private dialogue of foreign ministers nor the private luncheon had a pre-established agenda.

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure approved the preliminary draft schedule of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-186/10).

4. Other procedural matters

In keeping with the recommendations of the Chair, the Subcommittee adopted the following agreements regarding procedural matters, with a view to facilitating the work of the General Assembly:

· With regard to the maximum duration of the statements of heads of delegation, as for previous General Assembly sessions, a maximum of six minutes is established for each statement. 

· As concerns the deadline for the presentation of proposals after the session has begun, the recommendation, pursuant to Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, is to set Monday, June 7, at 9:30 a.m., as the deadline for the presentation of any new draft resolution, declaration, or recommendation relating to the agenda that the heads of delegation may wish to present.

· With regard to the minutes of the Assembly sessions, in accordance with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure, they are to be verbatim for plenary sessions and summary for meetings of the General Committee.

· With respect to the duration of the Assembly session, in keeping with the approved schedule, the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly will end on Tuesday, June 8, 2010.
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The recommendation is to install the General Committee, which will be entrusted with considering those resolutions that were not agreed on by consensus during the period prior to the General Assembly session and any other resolution presented by the delegations during that session.

The Subcommittee decided to submit those recommendations to the Preparatory Committee.

5. Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

6. Delegations in attendance
The following delegations attended the meeting:

Argentina

Bahamas (The)

Bolivia

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Guatemala

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Peru

United States

Uruguay 

Venezuela
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