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Summary of the meeting held on April 15, 2010


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly began its work under the chairmanship of Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS.  The meeting was called to order at 3:15 p.m.

1.
Adoption of the order of business
The order of business, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-199/10, was adopted without amendment. 

Continued consideration of the preliminary draft agenda for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly

For the continued consideration of the preliminary draft agenda for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev.1, the Chair informed the delegations of the letter received from Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), document AG/CP/SUB.TP-196/10, reporting the list of draft resolutions under consideration by CEPCIDI for referral to the General Assembly.

Since the list of reference contained the titles of the topics within the competence of CIDI, the subject of Section B.II of the preliminary draft agenda, Ambassador de Zela proposed amending document AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev. 1 to replace Section B.II as a whole with the list presented by the Chair of CEPCIDI. This was so agreed by the Subcommittee; revision 2 of the abovementioned document reflects said amendment.

At the request of the delegation of Argentina, the Subcommittee decided to include the topic “White Helmets Initiative” on the preliminary draft agenda.

With regard to the topic “Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the Organization of American States” (topic 9 of document AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev. 1), the Representative of Canada reported that some delegations were considering the possibility of drafting an “omnibus” resolution that consolidated several topics, including this one, and that perhaps this topic could be withdrawn from the draft agenda.  Following an exchange of views, the Subcommittee decided to maintain the topic on the preliminary draft agenda. 

The Representative of Canada also reported that his country’s government would not present draft resolutions on the topics “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States” (topic 17 of document AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev. 1) and “Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas in Housing Its Institutional Memory” (topic 51 of document AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev. 1). 

The delegation of Bolivia, recalling that its country would host the next meeting of ministers of defense, requested time for consultation with its authorities regarding the relevance of maintaining on the preliminary draft agenda the topic “Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas in Housing Its Institutional Memory.”  This was so agreed by the Subcommittee.

For its part, the delegation of Costa Rica requested that the topic “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States” be maintained on the preliminary draft agenda until it could consult with its national authorities.  This was so agreed by the Subcommittee.

The Subcommittee then heard a presentation by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (SAAP), Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of Dominican Republic, regarding the potential budgetary implications of “Amendment of the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS,” a topic requested for inclusion by the General Committee.

Based on the recommendation of the Chair of the SAAP, the Subcommittee decided to withdraw the topic from the preliminary draft agenda for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, on the understanding that, owing to the potential implications of the amendment of the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal, implications still under analysis by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council, it was relevant to consider the topic at the special session to be held in September 2010, which would address the review of the program-budget of the Organization.

The Subcommittee decided, at the request of the delegation of the United States, to adjust the titles of the following topics whose inclusion the latter had requested: “Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission. Requested by the Permanent Mission of the United States” and “Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission.”


The delegation of Brazil requested clarification of the deadline for the presentation of new topics for inclusion on the draft agenda for the General Assembly.  The Secretariat addressed the consultation by recalling that, in accordance with Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, member states could request the inclusion of new topics up to 45 days prior to the opening date of the regular session.
/  For its part, Article 32 of those Rules of Procedure provided that once the Preparatory Committee had approved the draft agenda, new topics could be included only by the vote of two thirds of the members of that committee, at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the session of the General Assembly.


Since the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure would submit to the Preparatory Committee that day, April 15, its recommendations on the preliminary draft agenda, it was decided that requests for inclusion of new topics presented by April 22, 2010 would be considered by that committee under Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and those submitted thereafter would be considered under Article 32 thereof.

2. Other business

There being no other business, at 3:45 p.m., the meeting was declared closed.

3. Delegations in attendance
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The following delegations attended the meeting:

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Costa Rica

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Grenada

Guatemala

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Peru

Trinidad and Tobago

United States

Venezuela
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� 	For the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, the deadline is April 22, 2010. 
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