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The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly began its work for the forty-first regular session on April 6, 2011, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Luis Menéndez Castro, Interim Representative of El Salvador to the OAS. The meeting was called to order at 10:45 a.m.

1.
Adoption of the order of business
The order of business, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-205/11, was approved as presented. 

2. Consideration of the preliminary draft agenda of the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session

In presenting the preliminary draft agenda, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11, the Chair reported that it had been prepared by the General Secretariat in keeping with Articles 29 and 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

The Chair said the preliminary draft had three sections.  Section A dealt with matters included in response to provisions of the OAS Charter, the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and other applicable provisions. Section B included matters under consideration in the councils of the Organization and on which the General Assembly itself had asked to be informed at its next regular session.  Section C included the topics that had been requested by the member states.  Section C would also include topics subsequently requested.

The Chair stated that requests had been received for the following topics to be included:

· Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia. Request by the Permanent Mission of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, document AG/CP/doc.792/11.

· Migrants, Displaced Persons, and Extra-Continental Refugees. Request by the Permanent Mission of Panama, document AG/CP/doc.793/11.

· Report on the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies, and presentation of the compendium “Approach to a frame of reference for common standards and best practices used by electoral organizations and authorities to manage and control electoral processes.” Request by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, document AG/CP/doc.795/11.

· Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission. Request by the Permanent Mission of Barbados, document AG/CP/doc.794/11.

The Interim Representative of Bolivia, Ms. Aylin Oropeza, spoke about her government’s request, noting that it had been presented under cover of resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89), adopted on November 18, 1989, by which it left “....open for consideration at any of the next regular sessions of the General Assembly the request of either of the parties concerned” and expressed appreciation for the inclusion of the item on the preliminary draft agenda that was being considered.


The Alternate Representative of Chile, Mr. Rodrigo Olsen, spoke about the request made by the delegation of Bolivia, for the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” to be included on the draft agenda and schedule of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly and requested that the following statement be recorded in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:

“Distinguished Chair,

Regarding the request by the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the agenda and schedule for the next General Assembly, because it relates to matters that are strictly bilateral and beyond the competence of this Organization.

I hereby request that this statement be recorded in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report.” 

The Subcommittee took note of the presentations by the representatives of Bolivia and Chile and, seeking to allow the delegations sufficient time to study the preliminary draft agenda, the Chair suggested continuing with its consideration at the upcoming meeting. It was so decided.

As for the annotated preliminary draft agenda, the Chair reported that the Secretariat was preparing it and that it would be provided to the delegations as soon as possible.

3. Establishment of deadline for presentation of observations or requests for inclusions of topics in the preliminary draft agenda of the General Assembly at its fort-first regular session

The Chair suggested April 15, 2011, as the deadline by which delegations must present to the Secretariat their observations or requests for inclusion of new topics in the draft agenda of the General Assembly.  The Subcommittee adopted the Chair’s proposal.

In establishing this time frame, the Chair recalled that, in order to comply with the provisions of Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly,
/ the draft agenda of the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session as approved by the Preparatory Committee must be transmitted to the governments no later than April 21, 2011.

The Chair also reported that in order to meet the deadline stipulated in the Rules of Procedure relating to this issue, the Preparatory Committee would meet on April 20, 2011, on which date the Subcommittee was to present its recommendations on the draft agenda and procedures of the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session.

4. Establishment of the deadline for presentation of draft declarations and draft resolutions

The Subcommittee, at the suggestion of its Chair, agreed that, to the extent possible, the member states would endeavor to present draft declarations and draft resolutions that were to be transmitted to the General Assembly no later than 5:30 p.m. on April 18, 2011. The Subcommittee also agreed that this date established for the purpose of expediting the preparatory work of the General Assembly would not constitute an amendment to Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure.

In addition, the Subcommittee accepted the Chair’s suggestion that, when any such proposal was presented, the delegations specify the topic to which it pertained.

5. Agreement on the draft agenda and draft schedule of the meetings of the heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session

The Subcommittee agreed to request that the General Secretariat, through the appropriate technical offices, transmit to the Subcommittee the draft agenda and draft schedule of the following meetings of heads of delegation to be held during the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly:

· Dialogue with the representatives of civil society

· Dialogue with the permanent observers 

· Dialogue with the representatives of the private sector forum

· Dialogue with the workers’ representatives

The Subcommittee requested that the aforementioned documents be transmitted to the delegations sufficiently ahead of time to allow for them to be forwarded to their national authorities before consideration by the Subcommittee at its meeting of April 13, 2011.

The Subcommittee also instructed the General Secretariat to prepare the preliminary draft schedule of the General Assembly, which should include the scheduled dialogues of heads of delegation.  This document was to be sent to the delegations sufficiently in advance of the Subcommittee meeting of April 13, 2011.

6. Other business

-
The Chair reported that, in El Salvador’s capacity as host of the General Assembly, that country’s Permanent Mission had received a request from the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for the President of the CIM to be allowed space on the schedule of the General Assembly to make a presentation on the importance of considering the particular security situation of women. It was decided that the request is to be considered at the next meeting. The request was subsequently distributed as document AG/CP/SUB.TP-206/11.

-
The Chair reported that the Subcommittee will meet on:

· Wednesday, April 13, 2011, at 2:30 p.m.

· Monday, April 18, 2011, at 2:30 p.m.

-
The President reiterated that the agreed deadlines were:

· April 15, 2011: deadline for submitting comments or requests for new items to be included on the draft agenda of the General Assembly

· April 18, 2011, 5:30 p.m.: deadline for submitting new proposed declarations or proposed resolutions

· [image: image2.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

April 21, 2011: date on which, in accordance with Article 31 of the Rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the draft agenda for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly must be transmitted to the member state governments.

There being no further business to address, the meeting was adjourned at 11:04 a.m.
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�.	Article 31. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.  The Preparatory Committee may recommend that, in view of their importance, certain topics be considered on a priority basis at the opening of the regular session of the Assembly.  The draft agenda shall be accompanied by a report of the Committee, which shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.
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