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Original: Spanish


Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
Summary of the meeting held on April 2, 2012


Chaired by Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to the OAS, the Preparatory Committee’s Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure began its business for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly on April 2, 2012.  The meeting got underway at 4:39 p.m.

The representatives of the following countries participated in the meeting:  Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States, and Venezuela. 

1.
Approval of the order of business
The order of business, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-232/12, was approved without change. 


When the meeting was called to order, Ambassador Pary informed the delegations that the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, which the Secretariat was to prepare, was still not ready to be presented.  He observed that in years past, the preliminary draft agenda had featured the topics required under the provisions of the OAS Charter, the General Assembly’s Rules of Procedure and other provisions in force, as well as a list of the General Assembly resolutions in which it requested that reports be presented at its forty-second regular session.

The Chair explained that because the member states were still conferring on the reformulation of the draft resolutions, including the possibility of presenting “omnibus” draft resolutions, the prudent course of action would be to allow them the space they needed to arrive at the necessary decisions and, on that basis, to instruct the Secretariat to prepare the preliminary draft agenda that the Subcommittee was to take up.  The Chair stated that as soon as the member states had made those decisions, the Secretariat would proceed to prepare the preliminary draft agenda. 

2. Consideration of the request made by the Permanent Mission of the Plurinational State of Bolivia for the inclusion of the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly 

The Alternate Representative of Bolivia, Ms. Dayana Ríos, took the floor to address her Government’s request and stated that it was presented under resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89) adopted on November 18, 1989, which states that the General Assembly would leave “… the subject [the Maritime Problem of Bolivia] open for consideration at any of the next regular sessions of the General Assembly at the request of either of the parties concerned.”  She then read her government’s request as it appears in document AG/CP/doc.820/12.

The Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Darío Paya, requested the floor to address the Bolivian delegation’s request that the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” be included on the draft agenda and draft schedule for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, and asked that the following statement be entered into the record of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report: 

“Distinguished Chair:
Regarding the request by the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the agenda and calendar for the next regular session of the General Assembly, because the topic is not pertinent and Chile will not be dissuaded by invoking resolutions whose scope my country does not accept, and because it concerns a matter that is strictly bilateral in nature and hence outside the purview of the Organization of American States.

I hereby request that this statement be entered into the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report.” 

The Subcommittee took note of the statements made by the representatives of Bolivia and Chile, respectively, and decided that the statement made by the Permanent Representative of Chile would be included in the summary of the Subcommittee’s meeting and in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee.  The Subcommittee also agreed to include the topic “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, which the Secretariat will draw up.

3. Requests received to participate in and address the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly 

The Chair introduced the note submitted by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights requesting the participation of that organ’s President at the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-229/12, and the note received from the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-230/12.

In introducing these documents, the Chair observed that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was asking that it be assigned 30 minutes for the statement that its President, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco, wished to make during one of the plenary sessions of the General Assembly.

Here, Ambassador Pary recalled that under Article 18 of the General Assembly’s Rules of Procedure, the President of the General Assembly is to establish the maximum duration of the statements made by the heads of delegation and that in recent years, the maximum had been set at six minutes.  The Chair went on to observe that this year, the Preparatory Committee would be called upon to make a recommendation on this matter.  It was his understanding that given the length of this session of the General Assembly, the statements made by the heads of delegation cannot be more than six minutes each.  He therefore proposed that they agree that the maximum time period set for the statements made by the heads of delegation apply as well to all presentations made during the plenary sessions of the General Assembly. 

The Alternate Representative of Ecuador, Mr. Denis Toscano, was in agreement with the Chair’s suggestion that a time limit be established for the presentations given by the representatives of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that ask to address the sessions of the General Assembly.  He called upon the member states to consider the importance of refocusing the proceedings of the General Assembly, to prevent it from becoming a forum that the ministers of foreign affairs attend only to hear a recitation of reports.  He noted that these reports–so numerous and so lengthy–cut short the time that the ministers had to engage in substantive dialogue with each other.  The Alternate Representative of Ecuador commented that in his view, the repeated presentation of so many reports undercut the content and political importance that the Assembly should have. He concluded by again underscoring the need to give the General Assembly a fresh focus, one that would make it more dynamic and efficient and in which a more in-depth approach can be taken to the issues at hand.

The Alternate Representative of Canada, Ms. Julia Clark, observed that the Chair’s proposal was an interesting one and asked whether the time limit for the presentations would apply to all presentations made at the General Assembly – that is, both by the member states and by representatives of the organs, agencies, and entities. She noted that while she was not objecting to the Chair’s suggestion, she thought that the organs would possibly speak on other matters; she therefore considered it inadvisable to set time limits in the case of some speakers or one specific entity.
The Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Darío Paya, made specific reference to the request from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and recalled that the conclusions reached by the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a view to Strengthening the IAHRS might become a topic taken up during the upcoming session of the General Assembly; his thought was that were that to materialize, it would be a factor to consider when deciding how long the requested intervention would be.

For their part, the Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ms. Carmen Velásquez, the Alternate Representative of Bolivia, Ms. Dayana Ríos, and the Alternate Representative of Panama, Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez, concurred with the observations made by the Representative of Ecuador, supported the Chair’s proposal and reasoned that it was only logical that all presentations before the plenary of the General Assembly should have the same time limit as the one agreed on for the representatives of states. 

The Representative of Venezuela also raised the point that the General Assembly needed to be organized in such a way as to enable genuine dialogue among the ministers of foreign affairs.  She also commented that another factor to consider was that the organs of the inter-American system have ample opportunity to present their reports to the Permanent Council and its committees.

The Alternate Representative of Honduras, Ambassador Jorge Milla Reyes, agreed with the Chair’s proposal to limit the presentations made during sessions of the General Assembly.  He pointed out, however, that the Preparatory Committee needed to get a better idea about the content of the presentation that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was asking to make, because if it concerned the conclusions reached by the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a view to Strengthening the IAHRS, then the proposed time limit would not be sufficient.

Once the delegations had expressed their views on the requests, the Subcommittee agreed: 

· To discuss, at forthcoming meetings, the time set aside for the ministers of foreign affairs to engage in a substantive dialogue during the General Assembly; 

· That the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee would address a plenary session of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, and 

· To postpone a decision on the duration of presentations until a future meeting.

4. Setting the deadline for presentation of observations or for requesting inclusion of topics on the preliminary draft agenda of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly 

The Chair suggested that April 13, 2012, be the deadline for the delegations to present their observations or requests to add new topics to the preliminary draft agenda for the upcoming session of the General Assembly.  The Subcommittee accepted the Chair’s suggestion and it was so agreed.

The Subcommittee also examined Article 31 of the General Assembly’s Rules of Procedure
/ and, in view of the work still pending for the Sixth Summit of the Americas, scheduled for April 14 and 15, 2012, and the meetings that the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) will hold in the days leading up to the Summit, decided that the draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly will be sent to the governments on April 26, 2012. 

The Chair reminded those present that in order to meet the established deadline, on April 25, 2012 the Subcommittee will present a report to the Preparatory Committee containing its recommendations relative to the preliminary draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly; he also pointed out that under Article 32 of the General Assembly’s Rules of Procedure, “[o]nce the Preparatory Committee has approved the draft agenda, new topics may be included only by the vote of two thirds of the members of that committee, at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the session of the General Assembly.”

5. Setting the deadline for presenting draft declarations and draft resolutions

At the Chair’s suggestion, the Subcommittee agreed that the member states will endeavor to present their draft declarations and/or resolutions for the General Assembly by no later than 5:30 p.m. on April 13, 2012.  The Subcommittee also agreed that this deadline, established in order to expedite preparations for the General Assembly, did not imply any modification of Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure as regards the deadline for presenting drafts once the session was underway; under Article 37, that deadline will be established by the General Assembly at its first plenary session.

The Subcommittee also welcomed the Chair’s suggestion that when presenting their drafts, the delegations will indicate the topic to which each one refers.

6. Other business

· The Chair reported that he had received a note from the Chair of the Permanent Council’s General Committee requesting inclusion of the topic “Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal” in the preliminary draft agenda for the Forty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly.”  The Chair also reported that the request in question had been distributed to the member states as document AG/CP/SUB.TP-231/12 and will be taken up at the Subcommittee’s next meeting.  
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The deadlines that the Subcommittee agreed upon are as follows:

· April 13, 2012, at 5:30 p.m.: the deadline for presenting new draft declarations or draft resolutions. 
· April 13, 2012: deadline for presenting observations or requests to include new topics on the draft agenda for the forty-second session of the General Assembly 

· April 26, 2012: the deadline by which the draft agenda for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly is to be forwarded to the governments of the member states.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 5:32 p.m.
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�.	Article 31. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly. The Preparatory Committee may recommend that, in view of their importance, certain topics be considered on a priority basis at the opening of the regular session of the Assembly. The draft agenda shall be accompanied by a report of the Committee, which shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.
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