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A. TOPICS INCLUDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE OAS CHARTER, THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND OTHER PROVISIONS IN FORCE

I. Adoption of the agenda of the General Assembly (Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly):

Pursuant to Article 34 of its Rules of Procedure, the General Assembly shall adopt the agenda for the fortieth regular session regular session by the vote of two-thirds of the member states. 

II. Adoption of the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee by the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly) 
No later than 15 days before the opening of the General Assembly session, the Preparatory Committee shall adopt recommendations on the following topics: 

a. Agreement on the draft agenda;

b. Agreement on the proposed program-budget;

c. Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals;

d. Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session;

e. Agreement on the minutes of the meetings;

f. Determination of the quotas of the member states.

III. Annual report of the General Secretariat on the activities and financial condition of the Organization (Article 112.g of the OAS Charter, and the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat) (Report of the General Secretariat)
This item is included as provided in Article 112.g of the OAS Charter and Articles 3.g and 111 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat. The Secretary General, in due course, will present his annual report, which also addresses the financial condition of the Organization, to the Permanent Council.

IV. Report of the Secretary General on credentials (Article 27 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

Pursuant to the provisions of Article 27 the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Secretary General shall submit a report on the credentials presented to him under Article 3 thereof.  This report is presented during the first plenary session.
V. Annual Report of the Permanent Council (Article 40 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council)

According to Article 40 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, the Council is to present to the General Assembly an annual report and such special reports as it considers appropriate.

Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly provides that the reports shall be presented to the member state governments no later than 30 days before the date on which the regular session of the General Assembly is to begin.

VI. Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter)
/
a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (cidi)
b. Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)
c. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

d. Inter-American Court of Human Rights

e. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

f. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

g. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)
h. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

i. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)
j. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
k. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

l. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

m. Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

n. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

o. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

VII. Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

a. Three members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

The Committee shall be composed of 11 jurists, nationals of the member states, elected by the General Assembly in their personal capacity for a period of four years, from panels of three candidates presented by those states.  Their term of office shall begin on January 1 of the year following their election.  No two members may be nationals of the same state.  A member state may propose nationals of other member states on its panel of three candidates. The candidates shall be of high moral character, possess the scientific knowledge and the experience required for the best performance of their duties, and be able to devote themselves exclusively to the work of the Committee during its meetings.  The procedure for electing members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee in the case of the normal expiration of their terms of office is provided in Appendix III to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

At this session, the General Assembly will elect three members to replace the following judges when their terms of office expire:

· João Clemente Baena Soares (Brazil)

· Hyacinth Evadne Lindsay (Jamaica)
· Jorge Palacios Treviño (Mexico)
As of April 21, 2010, the General Secretariat had received, and published in document AG/CP/INF.586/10 rev. 3, the following candidacies:

· Jorge Palacios Treviño (Mexico)
· João Clemente Baena Soares (Brazil)

· Hyacinth Evadne Lindsay (Jamaica)
b. One member of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

The Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas is composed of seven members elected in their personal capacity by the OAS General Assembly from among candidates proposed by the member states.

During this session, the General Assembly will elect one member of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas to replace the following when her term of office expires:

· Lucila Esther Larrandart (Argentina)
As of April 21, 2010, the General Secretariat had not received any nominations.

c. One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS 
The OAS Administrative Tribunal has six members, each of a different nationality, elected by the General Assembly, in a personal capacity, to a six-year term. They may be reelected once only.  Their terms of office begin on January 1 of the year following their election. Each government may present a candidate.  The following persons are ineligible to serve as members of the Tribunal: permanent representatives of the governments on the organs, agencies, or entities of the Organization; persons who serve permanently on those bodies in any capacity; and staff members of the OAS General Secretariat.

The procedures for electing members of the Administrative Tribunal are governed by Appendix II to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly is to elect one member of the Administrative Tribunal to fill the vacancy that will occur when the following judge completes his term:

· Lionel Alain Dupuis (Canada)
As of April 21, 2010, the General Secretariat had not received any nominations.

d. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat

During this session, the General Assembly will elect one member of the Board to fill the vacancy that will be left upon completion of the following Board member’s term:

· Joseph Freamo (Canada)
As of April 21, 2010, the General Secretariat had not received any nominations for this vacancy.

VIII. The Question of the Malvinas Islands [AG/DEC. 61 (XXXIX-O/09)]
Under the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 669 (XIII-O/83), the General Assembly decided to continue to examine the Question of the Malvinas Islands indefinitely. 

Thus, at its thirty-eighth regular session, the General Assembly adopted AG/DEC. 61 (XXXIX-O/09), which, as at the previous regular session, reaffirmed the General Assembly’s commitment “to continue to examine the topic at subsequent sessions until a definitive settlement was reached.”

IX. Determination of the place and date of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly 

Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly establishes that the agenda for each regular session shall include determination of the place and date of the next regular session.  The General Assembly must therefore decide on the place and date of its forty-first regular session.  

B. TOPICS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCILS OF THE ORGANIZATIONS

I. PERMANENT COUNCIL
1. Fiftieth anniversary of the creation and installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, fortieth anniversary of the adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights  (Pact of San José, Costa Rica), and thirtieth anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
At its thirty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2479 (XXXIX-O/09), considering that 2009 marked the 50th anniversary of the creation and installation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights, and the 30th anniversary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, decided to hold a special meeting of the Permanent Council to commemorate those events, urged all states parties to continue ensuring effective implementation of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica) and to step up activities geared toward the promotion and respect thereof, strongly appealing to member states of the Organization that had not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the Convention and to recognize the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, in accordance with Article 62 of the Convention.  Moreover, the General Assembly invited the states, the General Secretariat, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and the other relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States within their respective spheres of competence, as well as civil society organizations specializing in the subject, to carry out national and regional activities in commemoration of those events and to publicize the Convention, as well the other inter-American and international human rights instruments.

Pursuant to the aforementioned resolution, the General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly on the programs and activities held to commemorate those events.

2. Promotion and strengthening of democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter
At its thirty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2480 (XXXIX-O/09), recalled, among other things, that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society and recognizes the importance of the continuous development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy and that it establishes that “[e]ssential elements of representative democracy include, inter alia, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government.”  


The General Assembly, taking into account resolution AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08) and having seen the reports of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.4024/05 and CP/CISC-182/05, respectively), resolution AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O-05), and the reports of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/CISC-174/05) and AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), as well as the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08), decided to continue promoting democratic cooperation in order to support member states, at their request, in their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, values, practices, and governance, fight corruption, enhance the rule of law, bring about the full exercise of human rights, and reduce poverty, inequity, and social exclusion; to reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for a democratic society, and that it is important to continue to develop and strengthen the inter-American human rights system; to reaffirm the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08) and, in that context, reiterated the request to the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is called for in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, recognized the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, and requested the General Secretariat to continue supporting that objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture. In that connection, it instructed the General Secretariat to continue supporting the Permanent Council and the member states in the execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and its Plan of Action. 

To that end, it instructed the General Secretariat to support programs designed to prevent and fight corruption, contributing to foster accountability, efficiency, and integrity in the exercise of public service, with a view to strengthening a culture of transparency and ensuring more efficient public management; it requested the General Secretariat to provide assistance to member states that so requested in the implementation of recommendations contained in the reports of OAS electoral observation missions; it invited donors to pursue, through the General Secretariat, a coordinated donor approach to the support of OAS electoral observation missions in order to facilitate the planning of such missions; it recommended to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so requested, and promote cooperation and dialogue between these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the field of information and communications technology and e-government; it encouraged member states to design and implement educational programs that promote a culture of dialogue and communication, as well as civic education programs that include concepts such as ethics, transparency, and public information, with a view to contributing to the strengthening of a democratic culture; it recognized the important role of participation by civil society in the consolidation of representative democracy and that that participation constituted one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, it instructed the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with civil society organizations, to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, as well as the themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”

At its fortieth regular session, the General Assembly will receive the report of the General Secretariat on the implementation of these mandates.

3. Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the hemispheric commitment to fight poverty in the region
In resolution AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly renewed the commitment it undertook and entrusted to the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas to work intensively to conclude negotiations on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action; and it expressed the sincere political will of all the member states to conclude and adopt those documents before the end of 2009.

It reiterated the mandate given to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which included the principles of social development and established specific goals and targets that reinforced the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty; and it instructed the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to prepare the draft Plan of Action, conceived for the attainment of specific, feasible goals, on the basis of existing mandates and following the structure of the Social Charter of the Americas. 

It instructed the Permanent Council to consider, once the negotiation process has concluded, convening a special session of the General Assembly, taking into account the offer of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host it, for the adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action; and it requested the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to present the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.

4. Existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance among the member states

At its thirty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09), decided to instruct the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to convene a meeting to begin the process of joint assessment of existing legislative and coordination mechanisms in the natural disaster and humanitarian assistance areas, which took into account coordination efforts that could be made by the Organization and considered the advisability of updating said mechanisms, presenting a proposal for action by the third quarter of 2010; requested that both councils, in implementing that mandate, consider forming a joint working group composed of representatives of the member states, the General Secretariat, and relevant inter-American, international, regional, and subregional bodies and institutions; urged the member states, regional organizations, the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction, and the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation to foster coordination, cooperation, and synergy in actions to facilitate transparent management of supplies and expedite humanitarian assistance; and renewed its mandates to the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat, contained in resolution AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations,” as well as the recommendations to the member states contained in that resolution.  The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the aforementioned mandates.

5. Celebrating 50 years of scholarship awards, reaffirming support for the OAS scholarship program, and institutional cooperation in higher education

In resolution AG/RES. 2495 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed that “[h]igher education shall be available to all, provided that, in order to maintain its high level, the corresponding regulatory or academic standards are met”; and that the establishment of the Scholarship Program by the OAS Council in 1958 had promoted cooperation among the states of the Americas in exchanging knowledge and experience to further develop the Hemisphere’s human and physical resources, strengthening ties among people in the Americas by awarding scholarships and affording other opportunities to students. That decision had led to the regular provision over 50 years of invaluable and prestigious scholarships as well as related services.

Further, it considered that, in line with those decisions and subsequent resolutions and mandates of the political bodies of the Organization of American States, Executive Order 08-01 Rev. 2, “Structure of the General Secretariat,” reaffirms that the OAS Scholarship Program remains an essential function of the Department of Human Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI). 
The General Assembly therefore reaffirmed contribution of the scholarship programs of the OAS to the training of leaders, academics, researchers, and professionals in the Hemisphere working in the public and private sectors, and decided hold a special joint meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the Permanent Council in the first quarter of 2010 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the OAS scholarship programs.

Pursuant to this resolution, the Secretary General is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of these mandates.

6. Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women

In resolution AG/RES. 2441 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly once again urged the Secretary General to take measures to support the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and to promote gender equity and equality within the OAS and in the Hemisphere.  It recalled that in recent years the CIM had received additional priority mandates from the member states without the corresponding budgetary appropriations and that the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM was the Technical Secretariat to the Conference of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” and to the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism to follow up on the implementation of said Convention (MESECVI) [AG/RES. 2138 (XXXV-O/05)].

Consequently, it reiterated its instruction to the Secretary General to provide the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its role as a specialized organization of the OAS, with adequate human and financial resources to strengthen its ability to carry out its growing mandates, in particular those recognized as priorities by the member states; and it urged him to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding and invited member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

Pursuant to this resolution, the Secretary General is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of these mandates.

7. Free trade and investment in the Hemisphere

The General Assembly, recalling resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” through which it instructed the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) to conduct a study on the matter; and recognizing the opinion of the CJI (CJI/RES. II-14/96), in which the Committee unanimously concluded that “in the significant areas described above the bases and potential application of the legislation which is the subject of this Opinion are not in conformity with international law,” 

The General Assembly took note, in resolution AG/RES. 2450 (XXXIX-O/09) of the report of the Permanent Council on the matter and requested it to report on developments in that regard.

8. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”

In resolution AG/RES. 2451 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly requested the Secretary General to allocate, in accordance with available financial resources and with the agreement of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the CIM to continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI, and further requested him to consider the possibility of holding a donors’ meeting to secure the resources needed for the operations of the MESECVI.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

9. Appointment of women to senior management positions at the Organization of American States 
In resolution AG/RES. 2452 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged the Secretary General to”  (a) ensure, through the Department of Human Resources, that a human resource policy is developed and applied that is based on the principle of gender equity and equality; (b) continue his work to establish policies of gender equality in the workplace and to make each manager accountable for the application of these policies; (c) redouble his efforts to achieve, as a matter of priority, the goal of having women, including indigenous women, occupy 50 percent of posts at each grade level within the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, particularly at the P-5 grade level and above, bearing in mind the application of the criteria of diversity and geographic distribution in professional positions; and (d) appoint women as representatives and special envoys to represent the Secretary General in matters relating to all areas and sectors, and as heads of electoral observation missions. 

Moreover, it called on the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS to: (a) redouble efforts to meet the goal of having women occupy 50 percent of posts at each grade level, particularly at the P-5 grade level and above, and to continue to accelerate their recruitment of women for vacant positions, taking into account the criteria of diversity and equitable geographic distribution; and (b) encourage specific activities to integrate the gender perspective into their work, according to the specific subject areas of the various departments and offices, as one of the measures for follow-up and strengthening of the project undertaken to these ends by the General Secretariat.

The General Assembly requested the Secretary General to monitor closely the progress made by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in meeting the goal of having women occupy 50 percent of posts at all grade levels, and to keep the Permanent Council informed with respect to the implementation of that resolution, providing an annual update with relevant statistics from the Department of Human Resources and detailed information on the strategies and actions taken to implement that resolution and reach that goal.

Pursuant to this resolution, the General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of these mandates.

10. Promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality 
In resolution AG/RES. 2454 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly once again requested the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by that Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, and the Inter-American Program on the Protection of Women’s Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) to continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into its resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis.

It urged the Secretary General to: (a) continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all programs, activities, and policies of the OAS; (b) request the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly their initiatives to mainstream the gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities, and to forward that information to the CIM so that it could be included in the annual report to the General Assembly that is drawn up pursuant to that resolution; (c) initiate activities to commemorate the Inter-American Year of Women in 2010 pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07) and to request the organs and entities, in connection with that commemoration and as a follow-up to the agreement adopted by the Executive Committee of the CIM at its first regular meeting, held on March 30 and 31, 2009, in Washington, D.C., to make reference in the reports mentioned in the preceding paragraph to the progress made in gender mainstreaming over the past decade, as well as to the resources dedicated to that topic; (d) continue to implement jointly with the CIM the gender analysis training project at the OAS, targeted especially at senior staff in management positions and new staff members who work in priority areas, and to develop, with the Department of Planning and Follow-up, gender indicators for specific priority programs and/or topics at the OAS for their inclusion in a pilot project; and (e) give priority, when allocating external resources, to activities that facilitate expansion of the OAS Gender Analysis Training Program and activities to commemorate the Inter-American Year of Women.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of that resolution.

11.
Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere
In resolution AG/RES. 2483 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly took note of the holding of the VI Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility of the outcomes of said conference. It urged member state governments to promote corporate social responsibility programs and initiatives, with special emphasis on their respective value chains; to become more knowledgeable about existing internationally recognized voluntary principles and guidelines, as well as private-sector initiatives in that area; to support and join in the implementation of such principles and initiatives; and to promote the use of applicable corporate social responsibility initiatives, guidelines, tools, and best practices, including:  the Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, the Tripartite Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy of the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United Nations Global Compact, the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights, and the principles contained in the ILO resolution concerning the promotion of sustainable enterprises, and all those in fulfillment of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.

The General Assembly requested the Secretary General to join the efforts of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Bank Institute (WBI), and other international organizations that contribute to information exchange and capacity-building on existing internationally recognized principles and guidelines to enable member states to be in a position to promote corporate social responsibility initiatives among their own private sector communities; and to organize a capacity-building seminar on corporate social responsibility initiatives to enable member state governments to promote awareness and information exchange on existing internationally recognized principles and guidelines. The seminar would seek to include some of the leading experts on corporate social responsibility.


The Permanent Council will report on the implementation of those mandates.

12.
Prevention and eradication of commercial sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors

In resolution AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly entrusted the Secretary General with coordinating the implementation of that program directly with the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), the Trafficking in Persons Section of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and, where appropriate, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and additionally with receiving support and advice from other competent organs and agencies of the OAS.

It recommended the establishment of a Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to finance the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Other Forms of Violence against Children and Adolescents, and invited the member states, permanent observers, and others to contribute to financing that Program.  It also requested the IIN to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the mandates in that resolution. 

13. Support for the strengthening of political stability and for socioeconomic development in Haiti

In resolution AG/RES. 2487 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Secretariat requested that the General Secretariat, through the Task Force on Haiti and other support mechanisms: (a) Continue its work in support of the Government of Haiti in relation to electoral processes and the establishment of the Permanent Electoral Council; (b) continue to support the Haitian authorities, especially the National Identification Office, as part of the process of modernization of civil registration and the issuance of national IDs; and work on transferring the required technical skills to that institution in order for that process to become permanent and sustainable; (c) strengthen its activities in the area of trade and tourism promotion; (d) assist the Haitian authorities with strengthening the process of inclusive and open dialogue on the need for, and scope of, constitutional reform and other major governance-related reforms; (e) continue to play a prominent role in raising funds for Haiti and in coordinating international cooperation with Haiti through established coordination mechanisms; (f) continue its technical cooperation with the Haitian Secretariat of State for the Integration of Persons with Disabilities; (g) prepare a study on the modalities for establishing a hemispheric development fund for Haiti; and (h) continue providing its cooperation to the Drug Observatory in Haiti, in the form of technical, financial, and scientific support for drug prevalence surveys and in the development of its drug information network, with a view to obtaining accurate and reliable information on the real situation in the country in that area.

The General Assembly further requested the General Secretariat to present an annual report to the Permanent Council on political, economic, and social developments in Haiti and a report on the implementation of the mandates in the resolution.

On January 12, 2010, Haiti was devastated by an earthquake that caused incalculable losses.  

14. Support for enhanced inter-regional cooperation with the African Union (AU)

In resolution AG/RES. 2489 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly expressed support for cooperative efforts undertaken by the African Union and the Organization of American States (OAS) and resolved to continue to enhance and improve cooperation between the OAS and the African Union. Accordingly, among other mandates, it instructed the Permanent Council to convene a second special meeting on cooperation between the Americas and Africa, with the participation of the African diplomatic corps and representatives of the African Union Commission, as well as OAS permanent representatives, for the second half of 2009, and it requested the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in that resolution in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources and to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates. 
15. Hemispheric cooperation in planning for and responding to communicable diseases, including influenza A (H1N1)


In resolution AG/RES. 2491 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged the member states to adopt the necessary measures at all levels to comply with the provisions laid down by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in order to prevent the spread of the influenza A (H1N1) virus and to ensure that any measures taken are based on available scientific evidence and are aimed at avoiding the spread of the virus, and that they are implemented with strict respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It resolved to strengthen channels for cooperation, coordination, and information at the hemispheric level, in order to improve early warning systems for the surveillance and control of communicable diseases, including influenza A (H1N1), and it supported the work of the WHO and PAHO in that regard and encouraged them to pursue efforts to ensure that the international community had an influenza A (H1N1) vaccine as soon as possible.  

The General Assembly requested the WHO and PAHO to continue studying the evolution of the epidemic and the risk of an influenza A (H1N1) virus pandemic and to keep the international community informed thereof, and it invited PAHO to present periodic reports to the Permanent Council; and to invite the Permanent Council, in turn, to report to the General Assembly of the Organization at its fortieth regular session, in 2010, on the evolution of the influenza A (H1N1) epidemic and on measures taken by the member states.

16. Modernization and use of electoral technologies in the Hemisphere

The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2528 (XXXIX-O/09), in which it underscored the efforts made by election officials in the member states to organize and administer elections, for the purpose of increasing the quality and transparency of their electoral processes, including the incorporation of new electoral technologies, as well as the decisive contribution by the Organization of American States (OAS), through electoral observation missions, advice, and assistance, to the holding of elections and the strengthening and development of electoral institutions and processes in the member states.   It urged the General Secretariat to support member states that so requested, in such a way as to enable their electoral bodies to join together in a horizontal cooperation effort to adopt new electoral technologies under the auspices of the OAS, within the resources available, and it urged the General Secretariat instruct the General Secretariat to do more, through the Secretariat for Political Affairs, to foster the generation of horizontal cooperation mechanisms for organizing electoral processes, including the adoption of new technologies, in order to assist member states that requested such assistance.

The General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to convene the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies, to be held in Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, in 2010, for the purpose of producing a compendium of best practices and common approaches used by electoral bodies and authorities to manage and control electoral processes. Its conclusions were to be referred to the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities. The General Assembly also requested the Permanent Council to report on the implementation of those mandates.

17. Human rights and older persons
In resolution AG/RES. 2455 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly expressed concern over the lack of studies and reports at the hemispheric level on specific institutions and mechanisms related to the problems of older persons, especially violations and infringements of their rights, which made it necessary to move forward in the creation of international instruments for proper evaluation of their problems and in the adoption of measures for their protection, and it instructed the Permanent Council to include on its agenda consideration of the problems affecting older persons in the Hemisphere, with a view to promoting regional cooperation to identify their specific needs and appropriate public policies for addressing said needs.

It urged the Permanent Council to promote the exchange of information and best practices, to examine the feasibility of preparing an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons, and to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates.

18. Strengthening the activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2457 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reiterated its appeal to member states to make voluntary contributions to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to cover its basic costs; invited the permanent observers to the Organization to make voluntary contributions to the JSCA; and requested the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to include on its agenda a dialogue with the JSCA to consider the best ways to expand cooperation between the member states and the Center, taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJAs) in that regard and to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates.

19. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers, Attorneys, or Prosecutors General of the Americas 

In resolution AG/RES. 2462 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly expressed its satisfaction with the progress made in implementing the recommendations of REMJA-VII, and instructed the Permanent Council to convene prior to REMJA-VIII and pursuant to the “Conclusions and Recommendations of REMJA-VII,” resolution AG/RES. 2369 (XXXVIII-O/08), and the “Document of Washington,” a meeting of specialists in forensic investigation and the Sixth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-crime.
The General Assembly convened the Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VIII), which was held in Brazil from February 24 to 26, 2010.  The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the aforementioned mandates. 

20. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons With Disabilities 

The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2463 (XXXIX-O/09), in which it congratulated the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities for the progress it had made and encouraged it finish drafting the report on the gradual implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities so that that report could be forwarded to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, and to adopt the document on parameters for measuring the progress made by states in implementing the Convention.

The General Assembly requested the states parties to the Convention, other member states and permanent observers, and international and national organizations to contribute to the specific fund of voluntary contributions and invited civil society organizations representing persons with disabilities and their families to forward to the Committee such information as they deem relevant regarding steps taken by the states parties to the Convention to implement said Convention.  The Permanent Council is to report on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution. 

21. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and support for its Technical Secretariat 
In resolution AG/RES. 2464 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly expressed its satisfaction with the results of the Meeting of the Directors of Disability Institutions and Public Disability Policy Makers, aimed at achieving the objectives of the Program of Action; reiterated the importance of contributing to the Specific Fund for Voluntary Contributions established by the Permanent Council, the purpose of which is to support SEDISCAP operations; and invite the member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and public and private entities, whether national or international, to make contributions to that fund in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States and the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat. 

The General Assembly requested the Secretary General, taking account of the legal and financial status of SEDISCAP, to provide the Permanent Council, at the end of SEDISCAP’s first year of effective operation, with a report on its operations, budget outturn, adjusted budgets, and budget projections, and on firm funding commitments for subsequent years; and instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on the implementation of those mandates and to present a report on their implementation to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session. 

22.
Education on human rights in formal education in the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2466 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly acknowledged the progress, actions, and policies gradually being implemented by member states with respect to human rights education for children and young people in academic institutions, as documented by the Inter-American Reports on Human Rights Education, and suggested to member states that they implement, if and to the extent that they had not yet done so, the recommendations contained in the Inter-American Reports on Human Rights Education at the different levels of their formal education systems and that they analyze the contributions of the Curricular and Methodological Proposal of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR) to incorporate human rights education into the official curriculum for children aged 10 to 14.
The General Assembly underscored the work and achievements of the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education on Human Rights Education in the signatory states to the Protocol of San Salvador, in which participants had shared their experience and discussed the curricular and methodological developments needed to introduce or strengthen human rights education in each state party’s educational system, and it encouraged member states to continue supporting the IIHR in educational activities and projects conducted at the national and regional levels under that mandate, in particular in the use of the technological tools developed by that institution for distance training of teachers in the formal educational system, on the contents and methodology of human rights education. 
23. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

In resolution AG/RES. 2498 (XXXIX-O/09), the member states reaffirmed the will and the commitment of the member states toward the process of preparing the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The General Assembly renewed the mandate of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to continue holding its Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration; and it requested the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group to hold, between August 2009 and March 2010, up to two Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus for negotiation of the document “Record of the Current Status” and to take the appropriate measures to ensure effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples. 

The General Assembly invited the member states to conduct consultations or dialogues on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with their respective indigenous peoples and requested the Selection Board of the Specific Fund to continue to work according to the principles of transparency established in resolution CP/RES. 951 (1691/09), “Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of these mandates. 

24. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2500 (XXXIX-O/09), in which it adopted the Observations and Recommendations of Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2743/09) and forwarded them to that organ; reaffirmed the essential value of the work of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in enhancing the protection and defense of human rights in the Hemisphere and the rule of law; reiterated that the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights are final and could not be appealed, and that the states parties to the American Convention on Human Rights undertook to comply with the Court’s decisions in all cases to which they were party; and reiterated the need for the states parties to provide, in a timely fashion, the information requested by the Court in order to enable it to fully meet its obligation to report to the General Assembly on compliance with its judgments.
Likewise, the General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of the advisory and adjudicatory functions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for the development of inter-American jurisprudence and international human rights law; the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; the holding of special sessions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights away from its headquarters; the holding of hearings to monitor compliance with judgments; and the training activities conducted by the Inter-American Court for judges and others involved in the administration of justice.

The General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue its consideration of the issue of “Access of victims to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (jus standi) and its application in practice”; continue to examine the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis, including the financial and budgetary implications thereof; continue to consider means of encouraging compliance by member states with the judgments of the Court; continue examining, as a matter of priority, means to effectively increase financial allocations to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the program-budget of the Organization; and seek concrete solutions in that regard.  Moreover, it urged the Secretary General to submit, as a matter of priority, specific proposals aimed at securing adequate funding for the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

In addition, it reiterated to the Permanent Council that it should adopt the rules of procedure of the Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System, and urged the member states to contribute to the Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System and urged the permanent observers and other donors to make voluntary contributions to the Court.  It urged member states, permanent observers, and other donors to make contributions to the bank account of the Inter-American Court for the Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System.

The General Assembly also decided to urge the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to continue to hold specialized seminars on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, for government officials, especially those involved in the administration of justice; to support the initiative of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to hold a seminar on current and future challenges to the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights; to invite the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to continue to participate, with its judges, in the dialogue with member states in the reflection process on strengthening the inter-American human rights system, within the context of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP); to invite the Inter-American Court to bear in mind the proposals and comments made by member states in the framework of the dialogue between the member states and the members of the IACHR and the Court, held on March 20, 2009, on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system, as well as the contributions by civil society, as set out in the report of that meeting (CP/CAJP-2769/09); to adopt the measures it deems appropriate in the framework of its autonomy and independence; to thank the Court for its willingness to dialogue with member states as part of the joint reflection process in the event of possible reforms to its Rules of Procedure; to urge member states to consider the signature and ratification of, ratification of, or accession to, as the case may be, the American Convention on Human Rights and other instruments of the system, including acceptance of the binding jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates.

25.
Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 
In resolution AG/RES. 2501 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly took note of the progress achieved by the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and of the meeting held on November 20, 2008, and instructed the Working Group to continue negotiations on that draft Convention, taking into account the progress set forth in document CAJP/GT/RDI-57/07 rev. 11 and in keeping with the work plan and working procedure to be adopted by the Group when it began its activities. 

The General Assembly requested the Working Group to continue promoting contributions from member states; organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS); the United Nations; and regional organizations; to urge those bodies to continue sending their written contributions to the Working Group for consideration; and, pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, contained in Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), to continue receiving contributions from groups in vulnerable situations and from interested civil society organizations. Likewise, it renewed the mandates to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), as set forth in paragraphs 5, 7, and 8 of resolution AG/RES. 2168 (XXXVI-O/06); and it requested the General Secretariat to continue to provide support to the Working Group’s activities, through the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR and the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs. 

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of those mandates.

26. The human rights of all migrant workers and of their families 


In resolution AG/RES. 2502, the General Assembly urged states to promote and protect effectively the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrant workers and their families, especially of women and children, regardless of their immigration status, in accordance with international human rights law; expressed its concern about the legislation and measures adopted by some states that could restrict the human rights and fundamental freedoms of migrants; reaffirmed that, in exercising their sovereign right to enact and enforce measures regarding migration and their border security, the states must fulfill the obligations incumbent upon them under international law, including international human rights norms, to ensure full respect for the human rights of migrants; vigorously condemned all manifestations or acts of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related forms of intolerance against migrants, among them those related to access to employment, professional training, housing, education, health care services, social services, and public services; urged states to enforce and strengthen legislation and policies in force to address these situations, especially in order to prevent the impunity of those who commit acts of racism or xenophobia; reiterated categorically that no state should consider an individual’s migration status as a crime in itself or, for that reason, adopt criminal sanctions or those of equivalent effect; requested all states, in accordance with national legislation and applicable international legal instruments to which they are party, to enforce labor law effectively and to address violations of such law in connection with migrant workers’ labor relations and working conditions, inter alia, those related to their remuneration, workplace health and safety, and right to freedom of association; encouraged all states to facilitate the safe and expeditious transfer without restrictions of remittances of migrants to their countries of origin or to any other country, in accordance with applicable legislation, bearing in mind that the funds belong to the migrants themselves, and to consider, as appropriate, measures to resolve other difficulties that may impede such transfers; and reaffirmed that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man ensures that every person may resort to the courts to ensure respect for his legal rights.  There should likewise be available to him a simple, brief procedure whereby the courts would protect him from acts of authority that, to his prejudice, violate any fundamental constitutional rights. 
In the same resolution, the General Assembly welcomed the immigration programs adopted by some countries that allowed migrants to integrate fully into the host countries, facilitated family reunification, and promoted an environment of harmony, tolerance, and respect; and encouraged the states to consider the possibility of adopting those types of programs; and requested all states, international organizations, and other interested parties to take into account in their policies and initiatives on migration issues the global nature of the migration phenomenon and to give due consideration to international, regional, and bilateral cooperation in that area by organizing dialogues on migration with the participation of the countries of origin, transit, and destination and of civil society, including migrants, in order to give exhaustive consideration to, among other things, the causes and consequences of migration and the problem of undocumented or irregular migrants, giving priority to protection of the human rights of migrants. Those dialogues should include an exchange of positive experiences and best practices in regularizing the status of migrants in the host countries.  The General Assembly reaffirmed emphatically the duty of the states parties to the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations to fulfill their obligations under the Convention, including the obligation of the States Parties to inform foreign nationals detained within their territory of their right to communicate with their consular officers; and in that regard, to call to the attention of the states Advisory Opinion OC-16/99, issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the ruling of the International Court of Justice of March 31, 2004, in the Case concerning Avena and Other Mexican Nationals, regarding the obligation of the states to comply with Article 36 of the Vienna Convention.  It called to the attention of the states Advisory Opinion OC-18/03, issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which maintains that “the migratory status of a person cannot constitute a justification to deprive him of the enjoyment and exercise of human rights, including those of a labor-related nature.”

It instructed the Permanent Council to continue supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in that area and to take into account the efforts made by other international organizations in support of migrant workers and their families, in order to contribute to improving their situation in the Hemisphere and, in particular and where applicable, the efforts of the Special Rapporteurship on the Human Rights of Migrants of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and those of the International Organization for Migration.

It instructed the Secretary General and the pertinent organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue to follow up on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, and on the Work Plan presented by the Secretary General on February 13, 2007 (CP/CAJP-2456/07); and requested that, in their annual reports to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, they include actions taken to implement the activities described in the Program.

The General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to take account of the crosscutting nature and priority of the human rights of migrants in coordinating the efforts of all relevant OAS organs, agencies, and entities; requested the states to ensure that those efforts were complementary to those being made by the CEAM; and entrusted the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with. considering the advisability of participating in partnerships implemented by Executive Secretariat for Integral Development in that area; providing its Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Their Families with the necessary and sufficient means to perform its functions in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and submitting to the Permanent Council reports on the situation of the rights of migrant workers and of their families prior to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly.
The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the aforementioned mandates and others contained in this resolution.

27.
Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law

In resolution AG/RES. 2503 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of, and its support for, the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law; requested the Department of International Law to continue carrying out the activities listed in the Program; and urged the General Secretariat to continue conducting the Course on International Law in Rio de Janeiro and the Workshops on International Law, as well as other activities designed to increase awareness of international law.

The General Assembly urged the General Secretariat to continue holding workshops in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, on topics of interest in the field of international law and the study and development of inter-American law, directed at the staff of the permanent missions of the member states, General Secretariat personnel, academic sectors, and the general public; and it requested it to continue doing its utmost to disseminate information on the legal norms of the inter-American system in diplomatic academies, other training centers for civil servants, and other law schools in the Hemisphere, in the context of the mandates of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of those mandates. 

28. Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity 
In resolution AG/RES. 2504 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly condemned acts of violence and related human rights violations committed against individuals because of their sexual orientation and gender identity;  and it urged states to ensure that acts of violence and human rights violations committed against individuals because of their sexual orientation and gender identity are investigated and that their perpetrators are brought to justice, as well as to ensure adequate protection for human rights defenders who work on the issue of acts of violence and human rights violations committed against individuals because of their sexual orientation and gender identity.
In the same resolution, it requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the other organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system to continue to pay sufficient attention to that issue; and it reiterated its request to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) to include on its agenda, before the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, the topic of “Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity.”

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of those mandates.

29.
Promotion of the International Criminal Court 

In resolution AG/RES. 2505 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly renewed its appeal to those member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) that had not already done so to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; urged OAS member states that were parties or signatories to the Rome Statute to promote and respect its intent and its purpose, in order to preserve its effectiveness and integrity and bring about its universal adoption and urged them to cooperate in promoting universal accession thereto; reminded OAS member states that were parties to the Rome Statute that it was important to continue to adopt measures with a view to achieving its full and effective implementation, including measures to adjust their national legislation, in particular regarding the definition of crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, as well as international cooperation and judicial assistance; urged the OAS member states to cooperate fully with the International Criminal Court, so as to avoid the impunity of the perpetrators of crimes over which it had jurisdiction; and also urged the OAS member states to promote and defend the work of the International Criminal Court as the fundamental instance for combating impunity and guaranteeing justice for victims of the crimes within its jurisdiction, as essential components of any effort to achieve peace.

The General Assembly noted that to date the Court had issued 12 arrest warrants in all the situations it was investigating, only four of which had been executed, and, in that regard, it appealed to the OAS member states and competent international and regional organizations to cooperate fully with the Court, within their respective spheres of competence, in the execution of those warrants.

It urged the OAS member states to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court and, in the case of those states that were already party to that Agreement, to adopt the necessary measures for its full and effective implementation at the national level; and it drew attention to the importance of cooperation by states that were not party to the Rome Statute.
In addition, the General Assembly encouraged the OAS member states to contribute to the Trust Fund to benefit victims of crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and the families of such victims, as well as to the fund for the participation of least developed countries, both at the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute and at the Review Conference to be held in 2010; and it invited the OAS member states to participate actively in the work of the Assembly of States Parties, as states parties or observers.
It requested the Inter-American Juridical Committee to promote, using as a basis the OAS Guide on cooperation with the International Criminal Court and insofar as it was able, the adoption of national legislation in the area in states that did not yet have it, and, with collaboration from the General Secretariat and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, to continue providing support for and promoting in OAS member states the training of administrative and judicial officials and academics for that purpose, and to report to the states parties on progress thereon at its next working meeting on the International Criminal Court and to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session.
It also requested the Inter-American Juridical Committee to prepare model legislation on implementation of the Rome Statute, in particular regarding the definition of crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and to present a report, prior to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, on progress made.

Likewise, it requested the General Secretariat to continue its efforts to conclude a cooperation agreement with the International Criminal Court and to keep the OAS member states informed of progress in negotiations with the International Criminal Court or any of its organs in that regard. 
Among the tasks entrusted to the Permanent Council were holding of a working meeting prior to the Review Conference of the Rome Statute, which should include a high-level dialogue among the permanent representatives of all OAS member states, to discuss, among other matters, topics of interest to the region to be considered in negotiations before and during the Review Conference, in particular substantive amendments to the Statute, such as the definition of the crime of aggression, and inclusion of the topic of implementation of the Rome Statute and of the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities on the agenda of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. 

The Secretary General is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates. 

30. Protocol of San Salvador: Composition and functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties 
In resolution AG/RES. 2506 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador to nominate, as soon as possible, candidates to serve as government expert and alternate, as well as a candidate to serve as alternate independent expert, so that the Working Group to examine the national reports would be complete; and decided to initiate the activities of the Working Group, once it had been fully constituted, beginning with consideration and approval of its Rules of Procedure. 

Once again it delegated to the Permanent Council the election of the government expert and his or her alternate, who would complete the above-mentioned Working Group, and authorized the Secretary General to appoint the independent expert and his or her alternate on that same occasion; and it renewed its request to the Permanent Council to consider and possibly approve, in the second half of 2009, progress indicators on the basis of the document “Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights” (CP/doc.4250/07), presented to the Permanent Council by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in November 2007.

The General Assembly reiterated that the time periods established in resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05) for submission of the national progress reports to be presented by the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador would not begin to run until the progress indicators have been approved; and it instructed that regulations be developed to govern the specific fund of voluntary contributions established by resolution AG/RES. 2430 (XXXVIII-O/08) in order to enable it to function effectively and requested the Permanent Council to consider and adopt the Rules of Procedure for it proposed by the General Secretariat.

Moreover, it urged member states to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador,” and requested the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates.
31. Promotion of and respect for international humanitarian law

In resolution AG/RES. 2507 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged member states and the parties engaged in armed conflict to honor and fulfill their obligations under international humanitarian law, including those pertaining to safeguarding the life, well-being, and dignity of protected persons and property, and the proper treatment of prisoners of war.
Among other matters, the General Assembly urged those member states that had not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the following treaties, among others: the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in Time of Armed Conflict (Hague Convention, 1954), and its Protocols of 1954 and 1999; the 1968 Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity; the 1972 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (Biological Weapons Convention); the 1977 Protocols I and II Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, as well as Additional Protocol III, of 2005, including the declaration contained in Article 90 of Additional Protocol I; the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects (CCW) of 1980, including the amendment to Article 1 thereof, adopted in 2001, and the five protocols thereto; the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 2000 Optional Protocol thereto on the involvement of children in armed conflict; the 1993 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (Chemical Weapons Convention); the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention); the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
The General Assembly also invited the member states to disseminate as widely as possible the rules and principles of international humanitarian law in order to meet their legal obligations under the 1949 Geneva Conventions, and also urged those member states that had not yet done so to adopt, in accordance with their internal law and pursuant to international law, legislative or other measures necessary to establish non-applicability of statutory limitations to the most serious violations of international humanitarian law constituting crimes under international law. 

In addition, the General Assembly requested the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) to continue preparing and to propose model laws to support the efforts made by member states to fulfill obligations under international humanitarian law treaties, on the basis of priority topics determined in consultation with the member states and the ICRC; and, to that end, it urged member states are urged to forward to the CJI, by the end of November 2009, a list of such priority topics, to enable the Committee to carry out that mandate in due course and report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the progress made. 

It requested the General Secretariat to continue organizing, within the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), through the Department of International Law and in coordination with the ICRC, courses and seminars for staff of the permanent missions to the OAS and for General Secretariat staff and the general public, in order to promote knowledge of and respect for international humanitarian law and related regional instruments, including measures for their effective implementation. 

It instructed the Permanent Council to hold, with support from the Department of International Law and in cooperation with the ICRC, a special meeting with a high-level dialogue in which the permanent representative of each member state could participate, on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law, prior to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly. 

The Permanent Representative is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates of that resolution.

32. Internally displaced persons
The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2508 (XXXIX-O/09), in which it urged member states to include, as appropriate, in their sectoral plans, policies, and programs, the special needs of internally displaced persons and to consider using the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, prepared by the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Internally Displaced Persons. 
Encouraging member states, in order to avoid the internal displacement of persons, to address the factors that caused it and to establish preventive policies, such as early warning, bearing in mind that dialogue with all the actors involved is essential to the achievement of lasting solutions, the General Assembly called upon member states to comply with their obligations under applicable international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and refugee law in dealing with internally displaced persons, including in the possible prevention of internal displacement; and urged member states, in keeping with their responsibility to internally displaced persons, based on comprehensive strategies and from a human rights perspective, to commit to providing them with protection and assistance during displacement. It also invited member states to commit to seeking lasting solutions, including the safe, voluntary, and dignified return of internally displaced persons and their resettlement and reintegration, whether in their place of origin or in the receiving community.

The General Assembly appealed to the appropriate agencies of the United Nations and the inter-American system, and to other humanitarian organizations and the international community, to provide support and/or assistance, as requested by states, in addressing the various factors that caused internal displacement, and in assisting persons affected by internal displacement at all stages, where account should be taken of the Guiding Principles on strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian emergency assistance; and it instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on that resolution as it saw fit.

33. Right to the truth

In resolution AG/RES. 2509 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly recognized the importance of respecting and ensuring the right to the truth so as to contribute to ending impunity and to promoting and protecting human rights; and  welcomed the establishment in several states of specific judicial mechanisms, as well as other non-judicial or ad hoc mechanisms, such as truth and reconciliation commissions, that complemented the justice system, to contribute to the investigation of violations of human rights and of international humanitarian law; and expressed appreciation for the preparation and publication of the reports and decisions of those bodies.


It encouraged states and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), within its sphere of competence, to provide the states that so request with necessary and appropriate assistance concerning the right to the truth, through, inter alia, technical cooperation and information exchange on national administrative, legislative, and judicial measures applied, as well as experiences and best practices geared toward the protection, promotion, and implementation of that right; and  it urged those states that had not already done so to consider signing and ratifying the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Forced Disappearance.

Once again it requested the IACHR to continue working on the preparation of a report, for presentation to the Permanent Council, on the evolution of the right to the truth in the Hemisphere, which report should include national mechanisms and experiences in that regard, with a view to the Permanent Council’s holding a special meeting on the right to the truth to discuss the IACHR report and exchange national experiences. 


The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

34. Study of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment

In resolution AG/RES. 2510 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue studying the question of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, in cooperation with the competent organs and entities of the inter-American system and taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, contained in the Final Report of that meeting (REMJA-VI/doc.24/06 rev. 1), including the reports of the meetings of officials responsible for penitentiary and prison policies; and it requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), through the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas, to continue reporting on the situation of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment in the Hemisphere and, using as a basis its work on the subject, to continue making reference to the problems and best practices it observed.

It reiterated to the Permanent Council that, on the basis of the results of the discussions and studies conducted, including the inputs of the IACHR, such as the document entitled “Principles and Best Practices on the Protection of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas,” the work of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas of the IACHR, and the results of the Second Meeting of the Working Group on Penitentiary and Prison Policies, it should consider the possibility of drafting an inter-American declaration on the rights, duties, and care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, with a view to strengthening existing international standards on these topics, and also consider the feasibility of preparing a hemispheric manual on penitentiary rights, taking as a basis the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and keep the member states abreast of developments in that regard.

The Permanent Council is to report on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

35. Protection of asylum seekers and refugees in the Americas 
In resolution AG/RES. 2511 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly resolved to support the Mexico Declaration and Plan of Action to Strengthen the International Protection of Refugees in Latin America and to continue implementing it fully and effectively, with assistance from the international community and from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  It reaffirmed the importance and the vital role of international cooperation in the search for, and strengthening of, durable solutions to address the situation of refugees and asylum seekers; and it urged member states and the international community to increase technical and economic cooperation to the countries of the Hemisphere that received refugees and that so required, and to work in cooperation with the UNHCR to provide effective protection to asylum seekers and refugees in the region.

It instructed the Permanent Council to organize, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and with support from the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat and the technical and financial collaboration of the UNHCR, an annual course on international refugee law for staff of the permanent missions of member states, General Secretariat personnel, and other interested parties.

The Permanent Council is to report on the implementation of that resolution.

36. Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism

In resolution AG/RES. 2512 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed that the fight against terrorism must be waged with full respect for the law, including compliance with due process, and for human rights, comprising civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as for democratic institutions, so as to preserve the rule of law and democratic freedoms and values in the Hemisphere.

It reaffirmed that all member states had a duty to ensure that all measures adopted to combat terrorism were in compliance with their obligations under international law, in particular international human rights law, international refugee law, and international humanitarian law; and it requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to continue promoting respect for and the defense of human rights and facilitating efforts by member states to comply appropriately with their international human rights commitments when developing and executing counterterrorist measures. 

It requested the Permanent Council to consider preparing, on the basis of the “Recommendations for the Protection of Human Rights by OAS Member States in the Fight against Terrorism,” prepared by the IACHR, and the results of consultations with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and the member states, draft common terms of reference for the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the fight against terrorism which would compile current international standards and be based on applicable international law and on best practices, for consideration by the General Assembly.

It reiterated the importance of intensifying dialogue among CICTE, the IACHR, and other pertinent areas of the Organization, with a view to improving and strengthening their ongoing collaboration on the issue of protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism; and it reaffirmed that it is imperative that all states uphold and protect the dignity of individuals and their fundamental freedoms, as well as democratic practices and the rule of law, while countering terrorism.  

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of that resolution. 
37. Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families

In resolution AG/RES. 2513 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged all parties involved in armed conflict and actors in other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with applicable international law; encouraged member states to request support from international and civil society organizations to address the problem of the disappearance of persons;  and invited member states to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized neutral and independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, and to facilitate its work.

Likewise it urged those member states that had not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; and instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on the implementation of the mandates in that resolution.

38. Access to public information:  Strengthening democracy
In resolution AG/RES. 2514 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed that everyone had the right to seek, receive, access, and impart information and that access to public information was a requisite for the very exercise of democracy; and it urged member states to respect and promote respect for everyone’s access to public information and to promote the adoption of any necessary legislative or other types of provisions to ensure its recognition and effective application.


It instructed the Permanent Council, in the framework of the CAJP, to: convene in the second half of 2010 a special meeting with the participation of the member states, the General Secretariat, and representatives of civil society to examine the possibility of preparing an inter-American program on access to public information, bearing in mind the recommendations contained in the aforementioned study; update the Report on the Questionnaire regarding Legislation and Best Practices on Access to Public Information (CP/CAJP-2608/08), requesting to that end contributions from member states, the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI), the Department of International Law, the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, interested entities and organizations, and civil society representatives; and include in the study mentioned in the preceding subparagraph the right of all citizens to seek, receive, and disseminate public information. 

Likewise, it instructed the Department of International Law to draft, in cooperation with the CJI, the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR, and the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance, and with the cooperation of the member states and civil society, a model law on access to public information and a guide for its implementation, in keeping with international standards in that field.  It instructed the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance and invited the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR to support the efforts of member states that requested such support in the design, execution, and evaluation of their regulations and policies with respect to access by citizens to public information. Further, it instructed the Department of International Law to update and consolidate the studies and recommendations on access to public information and the protection of personal data, using as a basis the contributions of member states, the organs of the inter-American system, and civil society; it instructed the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR to continue to include in the Commission’s Annual Report a report on the situation regarding access to public information in the region; and it instructed the General Secretariat to identify new resources to support member states’ efforts to facilitate access to public information; and to encourage other donors to contribute to that work.


The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of that resolution.

39. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 
In resolution AG/RES. 2515 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly endorsed the observations and recommendations of the member states on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to the General Assembly and decided to forward them to that body; and it thanked the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for its adoption of principles on the right of access to information and other documents. 

The General Assembly requested the CJI to continue preparing and to propose model legislation to support the efforts made to fulfill obligations under international humanitarian law treaties, based on priority issues worked out with the member states and the International Committee of the Red Cross; and it requested the CJI to continue sending its inputs to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.


It also requested the CJI to prepare a study on the issue of asylum in the Americas taking into account the importance of the matter and the work being conducted by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, pursuant to their respective mandates, and to conduct a study on the importance of guaranteeing the right of freedom of thought and expression of citizens, in light of the fact that free and independent media carry out their activities guided by ethical standards, which could in no case be imposed by the state, consistent with applicable principles of international law. 

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the aforementioned mandates, as well as on other aspects of the resolution.

40. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption

In resolution AG/RES. 2516 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged those states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption that had not yet done so to participate in the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC); and urged all states parties to the Mechanism to fund it through voluntary contributions. It also encourage those member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) that had not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the United Nations Convention against Corruption (Mérida Convention) and the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention). 


It also urged the states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption to take the measures they deemed necessary, within their own institutional systems, to adapt their domestic law and regulations in order to comply with the commitments they had undertaken upon ratification of or accession to the Convention and, in that regard, to continue working toward compliance with the recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESICIC corresponding to the first and the second round of review of implementation of the Convention.

The General Assembly expressed its support for strengthening the MESICIC as well as for Third Meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC.  [image: image2.wmf] 
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Likewise, it 
established that the preparations for the Third Meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC would be made in accordance with the provisions of Articles 6 to 10 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties to the Mechanism for 
Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (SG/MESICIC/doc.58/04 rev. 7).

It requested the General Secretariat to continue providing, pursuant to Chapter VIII of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, the technical support needed to implement that Program, and in particular the strategy referred to in operative paragraph 5, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on implementation of the mandates of that resolution.

41. Human rights defenders: Support for individuals, groups, and organizations of civil society working to promote and protect human rights in the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2517 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reiterated its support for the work carried out, at both the national and regional levels, by human rights defenders, and recognized their valuable contribution to the promotion and protection of, and respect for, human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere; And it recognized that, in view of their gender-specific role and needs, women human rights defenders should be accorded special attention to ensure that they were fully protected and effective in carrying out their important activities.
It condemned actions intended to prevent or hinder, whether directly or indirectly, the work of human rights defenders in the Americas; encouraged human rights defenders to continue their selfless work and their contributions to the enhancement of national human rights systems and to the strengthening of democracy. 
The General Assembly requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to: continue to give due consideration to that matter; continue intensifying its dialogue and cooperation with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; and include in its annual report a section on the work of its Unit for Human Rights Defenders. 

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

42. Strengthening of human rights systems pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2521 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights.

It recognized the progress made in specific areas of the inter-American human rights system and instructed the Permanent Council to meet the established objectives and to complement and consolidate the progress achieved by: continuing the broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, as a matter of special importance in the work program of the CAJP adopted each year; to that end, meetings should be scheduled taking into account the proposals put forward in the discussions that had taken place in said Committee; adopting measures, as a matter of priority, to achieve an effective increase in the financial resources allocated to the IACHR in the program-budget of the Organization; supporting any initiatives taken by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to request funding from international and regional agencies to further the activities of the organs of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights; encouraging, in addition, member states to contribute to the Specific Fund for Strengthening the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights, as well as to the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund; continuing to consider ways to promote compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and follow-up of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights by member states; continuing to analyze the priorities for improvement of the inter-American human rights system, including consideration of the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights might come to operate on a permanent basis, taking into account related information provided by the presidents of both organs; holding each year, within the CAJP, the dialogue between the member states and the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and judges on the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on how the inter-American human rights system operated. The CAJP would establish the agenda for said meeting at least two months in advance. Moreover, the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to request the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to report on the impact and the meaning in practice of their regulatory reforms for the work of both organs and for the strengthening of the system.

The General Assembly decided to continue to promote the strengthening of national systems for the promotion and protection of human rights in member states and requested the Permanent Council to report on the implementation of the mandates in that resolution.

43. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

In resolution AG/RES. 2522 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly adopted the Observations and Recommendations of the Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (CP/CAJP-2758/09 rev. 1) and decided to forward them to that organ. Likewise, it reaffirmed the essential value of the work carried out by the IACHR in enhancing the promotion and protection of human rights and strengthening the rule of law in the Hemisphere.

The General Assembly urged the IACHR, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights to continue periodically to hold specialized seminars for government officials on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights; and it reiterated the importance of the application of the friendly settlement mechanism among the parties concerned, in accordance with the American Convention on Human Rights and the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the IACHR. 

The General Assembly invited the IACHR to: continue to take into account the observations and recommendations of the member states on its annual report and to adopt such measures as it considered pertinent based on those observations and recommendations; continue to publish on its Web page, when member states so requested, their observations and recommendations on its annual report to the General Assembly; continue to strengthen existing rapporteurships and operational units, in the most equitable manner possible, within the limits of its available resources; and continue to participate, through the members of the Commission, in the dialogue with member states in the context of the CAJP, in order to follow up on the observations and comments of the states, in particular the observations and comments regarding the criteria used in its principal mechanisms for the protection of human rights and in the application of its Rules of Procedure to the individual case system. Likewise, regarding the role of the IACHR in proceedings before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the General Assembly invited the Commission to continue to participate in the dialogue with member states in connection with the process of reflection on strengthening the inter-American human rights system taking place in the framework of the CAJP.

The General Assembly also invited the IACHR to bear in mind the proposals and comments made by the member states in the framework of the dialogue between the member states and the members of the IACHR and of the Court on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system, held on March 20, 2009; to adopt such measures as it deemed appropriate in the context of its autonomy and independence; and to engage in dialogue with the states and other users of the system, in order to gain awareness of the methodology used to develop the information presented in Chapter IV of its annual report.

The General Assembly instructed the CAJP to schedule meetings to continue its dialogue with the members of the IACHR and requested the Permanent Council to report to it at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of that resolution.

44. Right to freedom of thought and expression and the importance of the media 
In resolution AG/RES. 2523 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed the right to freedom of thought and expression and to call upon member states to respect and ensure respect for that right, in accordance with the international human rights instruments to which they are party, such as the American Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, inter alia.  It also reaffirmed that freedom of expression and dissemination of ideas were fundamental for the exercise of democracy.  

Further, it reaffirmed that free and independent media are fundamental for democracy and for the promotion of pluralism, tolerance, and freedom of thought and expression; and to facilitate dialogue and debate, free and open to all segments of society, without discrimination of any kind.

The General Assembly requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) once again to follow up on and deepen its study of the issues addressed in the relevant volumes of its 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 annual reports on freedom of expression, on the basis, inter alia, of the inputs on the subject that it received from member states; it requested the Permanent Council to hold a meeting of national authorities in that field with a view to exchanging experiences and information and engaging in political dialogue among the member states on new trends and debates regarding the right to freedom of thought and expression, the importance of the media in the Hemisphere, and the right of every individual to seek, receive, and impart information; and it requested the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates.

45. Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law

In resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to set up a working group made up of government officials and representatives of interested member states with a view to completing the draft final document or documents on consumer protection.  To that end, the General Secretariat would provide support for the Working Group to:  (a) organize and hold teleconferences, beginning as soon as possible and not later than July 2009, to allow the Working Group to complete the work on the final draft document or documents; and (b) organize and hold a meeting of the Working Group, no later than November 2009, at a venue and on a date to be determined by the Permanent Council. 


The Permanent Council is to present a report on the progress of negotiations within the Working Group, the results achieved by CIDIP-VII, and the implementation of the mandates of that resolution.

46. Consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 
In resolution AG/RES. 2442 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly called upon those states of the region that had not yet done so to sign or ratify the amendments to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco), adopted by the General Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) in resolutions 267 (E-V), 268 (XII), and 290 (E-VII); and it reaffirmed its commitment to continue striving for a disarmament and nonproliferation regime that was universal, genuine, and nondiscriminatory in every aspect. 

The General Assembly supported OPANAL’s cooperation and coordination mechanisms with the Treaties of Rarotonga, Bangkok, Pelindaba, and Semipalatinsk, with Mongolia, and with any that might be established in the future, as well as with their respective agencies, in order to expedite the achievement of common objectives, as agreed to at the Conference of States Parties and Signatories to Treaties that Establish Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, held in Mexico City in April 2005; and it entrusted the Permanent Council with holding, in the framework of the CSH, a meeting in the first half of 2011 on consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco, with the support of OPANAL and the participation of the United Nations and other international institutions competent in the area.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth and forty-first regular sessions on the implementation of that resolution.

47. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

In resolution AG/RES. 2443 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged all member states to continue implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas, with a view to consolidating peace, stability, and security in the Hemisphere; and it endorsed the Final Act of the Commemoration of the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas (CP/doc.4371/09 rev. 1), adopted by the Permanent Council at its special meeting of February 19, 2009, in which the heads of delegation recognized the multidimensional scope of security, renewed their political commitment to the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and agreed to move forward on the basis of lessons learned, in order to strengthen their cooperation to address traditional threats as well as new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the states of the Hemisphere.
The General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) a meeting in the last quarter of 2009 to consider the draft agenda (CP/CSH-1052/08 rev. 1) adopted at the CSH meeting of December 16, 2008; and it requested the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to propose to the CSH a methodology with guidelines for facilitating the preparation and submission by member states of voluntary reports on measures and actions pertaining to implementation of the Declaration.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution. 

48. Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2444 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly endorsed the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA/doc.7/08 rev. 4), adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, and encouraged member states to effectively  implement or continue implementing the commitments contained therein.

The General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to provide ongoing technical support to the states that requested it in order to achieve the purposes, objectives, and actions set forth in the Commitment with respect to public security, crime prevention, policing, citizen and community participation, and international cooperation, and also requested it to implement or continue implementing the mandates assigned to the General Secretariat in order to achieve the purposes, objectives, and actions set forth in the Commitment. 

Moreover, the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on the Commitment, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, ensuring that its efforts in relation to public security were complementary to those of other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization working in that field, and to convene, among other meeting, the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, to be held in the Dominican Republic. 

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution. 

49. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

In resolution AG/RES. 2445 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed, where applicable, its mandates to the Permanent Council and to the General Secretariat contained in resolution AG/RES. 2382 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions,” as well as the recommendations to the member states contained therein; and it also reaffirmed its commitment to the principles of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions and other related instruments applicable at the global, regional, and subregional levels.
Among other mandates, the General Assembly requested that the General Secretariat, in accordance with Article V of the Convention, contact the permanent observers so that they might contribute to the objective of the Convention by providing information annually to the General Secretariat on their exports of conventional weapons to the states parties to the Convention and requested it to present a report to the Permanent Council prior to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly on the status of signatures and ratifications of the Convention and of accessions thereto.
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.
50. Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas in housing its institutional memory

In resolution AG/RES. 2446 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly requested the Secretary General to entrust to the Inter-American Defense Board, in accordance with its Statutes, the responsibility of hosting the institutional memory of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas within existing financial and personnel resources; and it requested the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates.


51. Confidence- and security-building in the Americas 
In resolution AG/RES. 2447 (XXXIX-O/09), called upon all member states to furnish information to the General Secretariat on the application of the Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, in accordance with document CP/CSH-1043/08 rev. 1, “Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for Reporting according to OAS Resolutions,” by July 15 of each year; and it instructed the Permanent Council to convene the Fourth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for the last quarter of 2010, to examine the application of confidence- and security-building measures throughout the region and consider next steps.

The General Assembly reaffirmed the goal of participation by all member states, by 2010, in the United Nations (UN) Register of Conventional Arms and the UN Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures.

It requested the General Secretariat to update the Roster of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures every year, on the basis of the information supplied by the member states by July 1 each year, and to distribute the new roster to member states by July 30 of each year; and it also requested the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth and forty-first regular sessions on the implementation of the mandates in that resolution.
52. The Americas as an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone 
In resolution AG/RES. 2453 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly renewed its support for the efforts of member states to rid their territories of antipersonnel land mines and destroy their stockpiles, and convert the Americas into the world’s first antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone; and it supported comprehensive humanitarian mine action efforts in the Republic of Nicaragua, which would make it possible in the coming year to declare Central America a mine-free zone. 

It urged those states parties that had requested extensions under Article 5 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention) to make every effort necessary to comply with their Article 5 obligations within the periods established; and it stressed the responsibility of all member states to continue their vital cooperation in mine action as a national, subregional, and regional priority, as well as a means to promote confidence and security.

The General Assembly condemned the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines by non-state actors and it called upon them to observe the international norm established by the Ottawa Convention to facilitate progress toward a mine-free world. 

It instructed the General Secretariat to continue providing member states with the support necessary to continue the mine-clearing programs, prevention education programs for the civilian population, and programs for the rehabilitation of victims and their families and for the socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas; and it reiterated the mandate assigned to the General Secretariat to continue, through the AICMA Program, its efforts with the member states, permanent observers, other states, and donor organizations to identify and obtain voluntary funding for the demining programs and comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines carried out by the member states in their respective territories, and to continue cooperating in projects to assist comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines, including humanitarian demining, the physical and psychological rehabilitation of victims and their families, prevention education, and socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas.

The Permanent Council and the General Secretariat are to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution. 

53. Hemispheric efforts to combat trafficking in persons: Conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons
In resolution AG/RES. 2456 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly decided to reinforce the effective implementation of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention) and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, and to reaffirm the commitment of the member states of the OAS to fight the crime of trafficking in persons, by means of a comprehensive approach that takes into account the prevention of trafficking, prosecution of its perpetrators, protection of and assistance to its victims and respect for their human rights, and strengthening of international cooperation in the area; and it welcomed the conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (RTP-II/doc.5/09 rev. 10), held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from March 25 to 27, 2009, which were part of that resolution.

The General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to prepare a draft work plan to be considered by the Committee on Hemispheric Security, based on the conclusions and recommendations of the First and the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, and other relevant provisions of the OAS, bearing in mind the achievements at the subregional and international levels, avoiding duplication of effort and generating enhanced coordination.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of those mandates as well as other contained in the resolution.

54. Support for the work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

In resolution AG/RES. 2459 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reiterated its most vigorous condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, endorsed the Declaration on Strengthening Border Controls and International Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism, adopted by the member states of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and encouraged the member states to fulfill the commitments contained in that Declaration. 

Among other decisions adopted in that resolution, the General Assembly instructed the CICTE Secretariat to implement the programs and projects approved in the CICTE Work Plan for 2009 and instructed the General Secretariat to continue providing the CICTE Secretariat, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, with administrative and any other support needed, including support for the Tenth Regular Session of CICTE, held in March 2010.

The Chair of CICTE is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution. 
55. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

In resolution AG/RES. 2460 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly urged the member states that had not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), and to adopting all necessary measures for its effective implementation; and it decided to continue consideration of the draft model legislation and commentaries in relation to confiscation and forfeiture of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials; and to begin consideration of the draft model legislation on recordkeeping, confidentiality, and exchange of information.

The General Assembly convened, in the framework of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, two meetings of the OAS Group of Experts and the Eleventh Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA; and it requested the General Secretariat to continue organizing specialized workshops and training programs on the destruction of small arms, light weapons, and ammunition, on stockpile management, and on the identification, marking, tracing, and inventory and diversion control of firearms, ammunition, and explosives, and to update periodically the document “Summary of Country Compliance with CIFTA:  Status of Ratifications and National Firearms Legislation in Force” (CIFTA/CEP-II/doc.5/08).

Moreover, the General Assembly invited the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA to continue reporting periodically to the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council on developments in the implementation of the Declaration of Bogotá and the Tlatelolco Commitment, so that said Committee might take such information into account when preparing coordinated strategies and integrated action plans in connection with the new threats, concerns, and other challenges to hemispheric security, including transnational organized crime.  

The Permanent Council and the Secretary General are to report to the General Assembly on the status of signatures and ratifications of, and accessions to, the CIFTA, and on the implementation of the mandates in that resolution, respectively.

56. Promotion of hemispheric cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs 
In resolution AG/RES. 2461 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly encouraged member states to promote the design and implementation of targeted, balanced, crosscutting, and comprehensive public policies that take into account the protection of human rights, effective and fair law enforcement, the prevention of violence, rehabilitation, the reintegration of transgressors, and assistance to victims; and it instructed the General Secretariat to continue to lend coordinated support to initiatives by member states aimed at preventing and fully addressing the phenomenon of criminal gangs in its diverse forms and specific manifestations, as well as the reintegration of transgressors into society.
Likewise it instructed the General Secretariat to draft a document that could serve as reference for the preparation of a regional strategy to promote inter-American cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs.
It requested the Permanent Council to convene, within the framework of the Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, a second special meeting to continue analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs, in accordance with national and subregional priorities, levels, and it instructed the Working Group to continue its efforts to prepare a regional strategy to promote inter-American cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs.
The Permanent Council and the General Secretariat are to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of that resolution. 

57. Support for the activities of the Inter-American Defense Board

In resolution AG/RES. 2482 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly, in addition to encouraging member states to strengthen and support the IADB by providing military personnel and civilian officials to accomplish its purpose and functions, encourages it to continue to provide, in accordance with its Statutes, prompt technical and educational advice and consultancy services on matters related to military and defense issues to member states that so requested and to continue developing communication channels with the Committee on Hemispheric Security in order to make member states more aware of the work it does and the benefits and opportunities it affords, in accordance with the functions established in its Statutes.

In addition, the General Assembly encouraged the IADB to continue to provide consultancy services to smaller states, in accordance with its Statutes, in support of their efforts to address threats, concerns, and challenges; to continue to foster and promote civil society participation in its meetings and activities, in accordance with its Statutes; and to promote, with other hemispheric organizations and forums of a similar nature, awareness of OAS declarations and resolutions concerning military and defense issues. It also invited the member states, permanent observers, and other donors to support, through voluntary contributions, the activities undertaken by the IADB in carrying out its purpose. 
The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution. 

58. Special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean 

The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09), in which it reemphasized the importance of strengthening and enhancing the hemispheric security agenda of the Organization of American States (OAS) by addressing the multidimensional nature of security as it related to the security of the small island states of the Caribbean;  and it instruct the Permanent Council to continue considering the issues which had an impact on the security of small island states, including global climate change, and, to that end, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), to evaluate progress made in addressing the security concerns of those states and the development of strategies for the implementation of related General Assembly resolutions. 

It reiterated its request that the General Secretariat, through the relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system and in collaboration, as appropriate, with civil society and private sector organizations and relevant multilateral institutions, support the ongoing efforts made by the small island states to:  strengthen regional, subregional, and national crime management systems, taking into account those initiatives currently being implemented or pursued by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM); enhance border security systems and capacities, including transportation security, at airports, seaports, and border crossing points, and assist border control authorities in the small island states in accessing critical information; strengthen the capacity of small island states to fight illicit trafficking in drugs and the illicit manufacture of and trafficking in firearms; continue the analysis of violence related to criminal gangs and problems that affect youth in the small island states; conduct awareness-building programs on trafficking in persons in the small island states; promote technical cooperation and institutional capacity-building, in order to strengthen natural and man-made disaster response and mitigation and crisis management capacity in the small island states, including the development of reconstruction capability, training in humanitarian assistance, search and rescue operations, and strengthening of critical infrastructure protection, as well as the security of tourism and recreational facilities and the use of simulation exercises; provide training and technical assistance regarding legislation on counterterrorism, terrorist financing, cybersecurity, and cybercrime; improve coordination among the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, and with regional and subregional organizations, including the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) and the Regional Security System (RSS), on matters related to the special security concerns of small island states, so as to ensure awareness and avoid duplication in their response to these concerns; and improve coordination and information-sharing among member states on immigration policies, including deportation. 

The Permanent Council and the General Secretariat are to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

59. Strengthening cooperation among customs and law enforcement authorities in the Americas 
In resolution AG/RES. 2488 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly continued to encourage bilateral, subregional, and regional cooperation among customs and law enforcement authorities in order to strengthen hemispheric security, all the while facilitating the legitimate flow of persons and goods; decided to consider holding periodic meetings of customs and law enforcement authorities on security matters, drawing on the expertise and ongoing programs in that area of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, avoiding the duplication of activities being undertaken by other international organizations in that area; and requested the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to establish and maintain, on the basis of information provided by the member states, an up-to-date Directory of National Points of Contact of technical-level customs and law enforcement personnel to promote the exchange of information and experiences and to facilitate communication among member states, consistent with domestic laws and procedures. 

The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

60. Execution of the Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and strengthening of hemispheric cooperation 
In resolution AG/RES. 2490 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly decided to promote full implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, the principal purpose of which is to further application by member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention) and the protocols thereto; and it reiterated the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2379 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Execution of the Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation.” 
In encouraging the member states to continue to play an active part in the fight against transnational organized crime in its diverse manifestations and to adopt the necessary measures for implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime in their respective countries, it urged them to participate in the Second Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime.

It requested the General Secretariat to take full advantage of offers by member states to assist other member states, upon their request, in training, technical assistance, and capacity- building to prevent, investigate, and eradicate acts of transnational organized crime at the bilateral, multilateral, subregional, and regional levels which could be identified during the meetings of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime and other meetings; and it instructed the Permanent Council to review, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the agenda and schedule for the Second Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, with assistance from the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security. 
The Assembly requested the General Secretariat to continue its efforts in training, technical assistance, and capacity-building to prevent, investigate, and eradicate acts of transnational organized crime, at the bilateral, multilateral, subregional, and regional levels, in coordination with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and other relevant international institutions.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of that resolution.

61. New challenges for the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission: Process to review and update the Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere and its Plan of Action 
In resolution AG/RES. 2499 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly invited the member states to contribute to and participate in the process of review and updating of the Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere and its Plan of Action, through the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), and instructed the General Secretariat to provide, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and its pertinent subsidiary departments, in particular the Executive Secretariat of CICAD, technical and administrative support to the process of reviewing and updating the Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere and its Plan of Action.

The Permanent Council, with support from the General Secretariat, is to report on the implementation of this resolution. 

62. Support for implementation at the hemispheric level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

At its thirty-eighth regular session, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. reiterated that, pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) of the United Nations Security Council, all states shall refrain from providing any form of support to non-state actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, transfer, or use nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons and their means of delivery; and that none of the obligations set forth in said resolution shall be interpreted so as to conflict with or alter the rights and obligations of states parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (Chemical Weapons Convention), and the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (Biological Weapons Convention), or alter the responsibilities of the International Atomic Energy Agency or the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons; and it urged member states to provide additional information to the 1540 Committee on efforts under way to implement resolution 1540 (2004), including road maps or action plans, as recommended by the 1540 Committee’s report of April 2006.


The General Assembly also decided, among other things, to keep that topic on the agenda of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and to foster increased information-sharing, including with other international, regional, and subregional organizations, on the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), thus contributing to the efforts of the United Nations; and it requested that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, support the member states in their implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) by holding a meeting for, inter alia, discussing lessons learned and experience gained, identifying specific areas and projects in which assistance was needed, and setting priorities from a hemispheric perspective, as well as receiving the recommendations and conclusions of the aforementioned OAS workshop.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

63. Inter-American support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty


At its thirty-eighth regular session, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 2359  (XXXVIII-O/08), called upon those states of the Hemisphere that had not yet done so to implement the “Measures to Promote the Entry into Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT),” adopted in the framework of the Conference on Facilitating the Entry into Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, held in New York, in September 2005; and called upon those states of the Hemisphere that had not yet done so, in particular the states listed in Annex 2 to the Treaty, to sign and/or ratify the CTBT, as the case may be, so that it may enter into force as soon as possible.

The General Assembly resolved to promote, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, cooperation between the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) and the member states experiencing difficulties in ratifying the CTBT, in order to make progress in the number of ratifications required for that instrument to enter into force; and it entrusted the Permanent Council with holding, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security, a meeting in the first quarter of 2010 on the worldwide comprehensive nuclear test ban, with the participation of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), the United Nations, the Preparatory Commission for the CTBTO, and other international institutions with competence in that area. 
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

64. Disarmament and nonproliferation education

At its thirty-eighth regular session, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 2360 (XXXVIII-O/08), the General Assembly reiterated to member states the invitation to give consideration to the recommendations contained in the aforementioned United Nations study, in order to strengthen education and training for disarmament and nonproliferation; and it instructed the Permanent Council to continue to identify relevant actions that could be implemented by the Organization of American States (OAS) to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education in the Hemisphere.  To that end, it requested that a meeting be held during the first quarter of 2010, in the framework of the CSH, at which the member states and special guests could identify proposals for action by the OAS to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

65. Follow-up and implementation of the mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2518 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and urged the member states to implement, promote, and disseminate those commitments.
The General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to carry out, promote, and disseminate the initiatives and commitments adopted at the Fifth Summit of the Americas that were entrusted to the Organization of American States (OAS) in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain; to coordinate with the other OAS organs and entities and with the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group in following up on the commitments established in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas; and to report on the implementation of the mandates of that resolution. 
66. Increasing and strengthening civil society participation in the activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas process

In reaffirming the commitment and will of the member states and the OAS to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for civil society participation in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process, in resolution AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”

It also decided to continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”; and it instructed the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so requested in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy.

The Permanent Council’s report to the General Assembly is to include the report that the General Secretariat presents to the Permanent Council before the fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

67. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas process
In resolution AG/RES. 2520 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly renewed the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas; and requested that the General Secretariat, through the Summits Secretariat, continue to serve as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, continue to support follow-up and dissemination of Summit mandates, continue to offer support to member states in implementing the mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain and those of future Summits and in following up on the issues identified in the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, and continue to support preparatory efforts and technical coordination for the next Summit of the Americas, scheduled to be held in 2012 or earlier.

The General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.

Likewise, the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to report to the CISC and to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the implementation and follow-up of the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, bearing in mind the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, as well as the commitments of prior Summits, the implementation of which were still ongoing.; to continue, through the Joint Summit Working Group, chaired by the Summits Secretariat, to coordinate and promote the implementation and follow-up, in all agencies, of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and to hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings, and provide assistance in the preparatory activities for the next Summit of the Americas, scheduled to be held in 2012 or earlier; to request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates and commitments on topics of interest to the OAS; to make efforts, through the Summits Secretariat and the member states, to promote and disseminate among the various social actors the mandates, commitments, and results emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that those actors might contribute to their implementation; to submit to the Permanent Council, through the Summits Secretariat, systematic and detailed information on the budgetary and financial management of said Specific Fund; and to present a report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of those mandates and others contained in the resolution.

68. Follow-up to the Declaration of Recife 
In resolution AG/RES. 2496 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly noted the progress made in the activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD) and in the General Secretariat’s planning in preparation for the next ministerial meeting of the RIAD and, among other things, urged the RIAD to continue efforts toward consolidating the work undertaken by its steering committee, composed of Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Jamaica, and Mexico, with the support of the technical secretariat and the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance.  In that connection, to consider convening technical meetings for the exchange of experiences and expertise on decentralization processes in the search for solutions to challenges of mutual interest. The General Assembly renewed the mandate to the Permanent Council to convene the next ministerial meeting of the RIAD, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

The General Secretariat is to report on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

69. Migrant populations and migration flows in the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2465 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly welcomed the work that the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) had been doing; reaffirmed the importance of migration data and information, especially the Migration Information System of the Americas (SIMA), thanked the member states for their contributions to the sharing of information and best practices in relation to their existing legal frameworks, regulations, policies, and programs; and welcomed the efforts undertaken by the General Secretariat to contribute to improving information and knowledge about migration flows and trends through the initial phase of implementation of the Continuous Reporting System on Labor Migration for the Americas (SICREMI).

The General Assembly requested the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue to seek ways to link its efforts and share information in the area of migration with the regional processes involved in migration issues, such as the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”), the South American Conference on Migration, the Specialized Forum on Migration of MERCOSUR, the Andean Community of Nations, and other forums, and to report back to the CEAM on the progress made; and it encouraged member states to continue discussing their experiences and providing information to the General Secretariat on their existing legal frameworks, regulations, policies, and programs.


The General Assembly requested the OAS to deepen its work on the important topics of migration and development, remittances, migration and the brain drain, gender perspectives on migration, and migrant children and adolescents, and to examine how the economic and financial crisis has affected migrants in these various areas, and to  continue to work on the development of a database that complements those already available on existing legal frameworks and regulations related to migration, and on the identification and mapping of the different temporary worker programs in which nationals of the member states were engaged, and to report to the CEAM on progress in that regard.

It urged the CEAM to continue its work and to instruct the Permanent Council to undertake, in the second quarter of 2010, an evaluation of the same that considers, among other things, the rationalizing and unification of the approach to the topic of migration in the OAS.

The Permanent Council is to report on the implementation of that resolution.

70. Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and “The Right to Identity”


Included at the request of the delegation of Mexico.

71. White Helmets Initiative

Included at the request of the delegation of Argentina.

II.
Inter-American Council for Integral Development (cIDI)
1. Continuing participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua

At its thirty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2477 (XXXIX-O/09), decided “to extend the period during which its resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” will remain in force until the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, which will review the situation if at that time there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua.”

The General Assembly will receive the requested report at its fortieth regular session.
2. Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities

In resolution AG/RES. 2476 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly welcomed the offer of the Government of Colombia to host the Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities in Bogotá, Colombia, on October 26 and 27, 2009; instructed the General Secretariat to lend support to preparations for and follow-up of the meeting; and requested CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session. 

The General Assembly will receive the report on this Specialized CIDI Meeting. 

3. Report of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education

In resolution AG/RES. 2478 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly accepted the offer of the Government of Ecuador to host the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI; requested the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with the help of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to continue supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the education area; and requested the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session.

The General Assembly will receive the report on this ministerial meeting in the framework of CIDI.

4. Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI

Included at the request of the delegation of Colombia.  The Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, instructed their ministers, especially those responsible for finance, planning and social development, to begin or consolidate a review of national social protection, inclusion, and poverty eradication programs, where necessary, in order to increase efficiency and effectiveness, reduce duplication, identify gaps at the national level, and optimize the use of resources, and further instructed them to exchange the experiences and best practices derived from those reviews at the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, to be held in Colombia in 2010;  

Likewise, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2472 (XXXIX-O/09), endorsed the Communiqué of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI, and requested the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of that resolution.

5. Eradicating illiteracy and fighting diseases that affect integral development

Included at the request of the delegation of Argentina.  In resolution AG/RES. 2467 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed the determination of the member states, as reiterated in the Declaration and the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas and embodied in resolution AG/RES. 2308 (XXXVII-O/07), adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) at its thirty-seventh regular session, to take measures and pursue specific programs to achieve full literacy of the Hemisphere’s populations and improve the quality of education at all levels, as well as to overcome diseases that represent obstacles to integral development.

Likewise, it requested the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to continue the process of studying a program to move toward the elimination of illiteracy in the Hemisphere, taking into account successful experiences in the field; and it acknowledged the efforts undertaken in that area on the proposed “Literacy Initiative.” Further, it reiterated its request to the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to resolutely support and collaborate with the member states in their efforts related to that matter.

The General Assembly thanked the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) for its ongoing support to the OAS and to the objectives of that resolution; and it called for continued strengthening of the formal dialogue between the OAS and PAHO through a strategic partnership between the two organizations.

The General Assembly will receive a report at its fortieth regular session on progress made in implementing this resolution.  

6. Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI

Included at the request of the delegation of Brazil.  Having seen resolution AG/RES. 2473 (XXXIX-O/09), “Report of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI,” and in light of the offer of Brazil to host the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI, CEPCIDI, in resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 164 (CLV-O/10) expressed appreciation for that offer and decided to convene the meeting for December 1 and 2, 2010.  

The General Assembly will receive a report at its fortieth regular session on the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI.
7. Inter-American Competitiveness Network
Included at the request of the delegation of Chile.  In the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the American, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, the Heads of State and Government emphasized the importance of continuing “to make a particular effort to promote sustainable development in small and vulnerable economies of the Hemisphere by enhancing their competitiveness, human and institutional capacity-building, financial and physical infrastructure, as well as the development of information and communication technologies (ICT) and the development of the business sector and other productive economic sectors, including tourism” and affirmed that they were committed “to facilitating investment and public-private partnerships in infrastructure and other relevant sectors in order to promote business development, economic growth and social development with equity” as well as the promotion of “increased corporate social responsibility and improved competitiveness, to which the Americas Competitiveness Forum in Chile in 2009 will contribute.”

Likewise, the current Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development establishes that “[t]he promotion of economic diversification and integration, trade liberalization, and market access can lead, through expanded market and investment opportunities, to enhanced economic development, job creation, and poverty reduction in member states,” and that said Plan establishes, among its mandates in this area, focusing efforts on “[p]romoting cooperation to support activities that enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, including a multilateral policy dialogue on the issue of competitiveness and the promotion of public-private partnerships.”

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its fortieth regular session. 

8. Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices

In resolution AG/RES. 2481 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly acknowledged the progress made in implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices and instructed the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to continue, in collaboration with the Secretariat, carrying out the appropriate activities and to follow up on the Program’s implementation.  A report will be presented on implementation of this resolution.

9. Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI

Included at the request of the delegation of the Dominican Republic.  Pursuant to the mandate of the Fifth Summit of the Americas that instructed the ministers and authorities responsible for sustainable development to gather in 2010, under the auspices of the OAS and as a follow-up to the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, which adopted the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (2006-2009) (PIDS), endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07), CEPCIDI welcomed, through resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 162 (CLV-O/10) the offer of the Dominican Republic to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Sustainable Development in the Framework of CIDI and convened it for October 6 to 8, 2010.

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its fortieth regular session. 

10. Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009

In resolution AG/RES. 2474 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly extended the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 by one year, until December 31, 2010. Taking into account that the process of reflection and consultation taking place within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring diverse options with a view to strengthening it, has not concluded, the General Assembly will consider extending the term of the Strategic Plan until December 31, 2011.
Likewise, the General Assembly will authorize the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to approve, before December 31, 2011, the next Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development ad referendum of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.

11. The importance of tourism in the Americas

Included at the request of the delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis.  Inasmuch as the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009) clearly indicates that efforts will focus, inter alia, on ensuring that disaster preparedness also extends to the tourism area, consideration will be given to instructing the General Secretariat to continue its efforts in that area. 

12. Climate change in the countries of the Hemisphere 

Included at the request of the delegation of Mexico. 

13. Report of the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor

In resolution AG/RES. 2470 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly accepted the offer of the Government of Argentina to host the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor in the framework of CIDI; requested the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with the help of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to continue supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the labor area; and requested the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session.

The General Assembly will receive the report on this ministerial meeting in the framework of CIDI. 

14. Extension of the mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its organs

In resolution AG/RES. 2469 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly recognized the progress made by the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and requested CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the progress achieved.  A report will be presented and an extension of the Working Group’s mandate will be considered.

C.
OTHER TOPICS REQUESTED FOR INCLUSION ON THE AGENDA OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia

Included at the request of the delegation of Bolivia (AG/CP/SUB.TP-179/10)

2. Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission

Included at the request of the delegation of the United States (AG/CP/SUB.TP-184/10)

3. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission

Included at the request of the delegation of the United States (AG/CP/SUB.TP-184/10)

4. Guidelines for preparation of the program-budget for 2011

Included at the request of the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (AG/CP/SUB.TP-185/10)

5.
Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent

Included at the request of the delegation of Colombia (AG/CP/doc.777/10)

6. Hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat, and eliminate kidnapping and to provide assistance to its victims
Included at the request of the delegation of Colombia (AG/CP/doc.777/10)

7. First World People’s Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth

Included at the request of the delegation of Bolivia (AG/CP/doc.778/10 corr. 1)
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�.	The Annual Report of the Secretary General is included in Section A.III.  The General Committee, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, and the Committee on Hemispheric Security will consider, as appropriate and in keeping with Articles 16 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.
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