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At its meeting of April 15, 2010, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly considered the report of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure (AG/CP/SUB.TP-198/10), presented by its Chair, Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, and decided to submit recommendations on the following procedural matters to the General Assembly for consideration at its fortieth regular session:

· Maximum duration of the statements of heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Installation of the General Committee


The report presented by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure on the procedural matters mentioned above, among other matters, has been attached hereto as an appendix.
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR
OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGENDA AND PROCEDURE
OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for consideration a report on the outcome of the tasks entrusted to this Subcommittee for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE


On February 22, 2010, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by the powers vested in it by Article 60 of the OAS Charter,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter as well as Articles 29
/, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; 

· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly to the Preparatory Committee, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

· Submit its recommendations and decisions on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines established in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter.

II. PROCEEDINGS

To carry out the mandates entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure has thus far met on March 25 and on April 7 and 15, 2010.

1. Meeting of March 25, 2010

On March 25, 2010, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held its first meeting to consider the following matters:

a. Presentation of the preliminary draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly


The preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10) was presented to the member states. It was drawn up by the General Secretariat on the basis of issues identified in the OAS Charter; the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and in fulfillment of the mandates agreed on by the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session.

b.
Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations or for requests for the inclusion of topics on the preliminary draft agenda for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Articles 29 and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set April 12, 2010, as the deadline for delegations to present their observations on the preliminary draft agenda of the General Assembly session and to request the inclusion of new topics.

c.
Establishment of a deadline for the submission of draft declarations and resolutions


May 7, 2010, at 5:30 p.m. was set as the deadline for submitting new draft resolutions. In accordance with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, said drafts must be submitted to the Secretary General with an indication of the agenda item to which they refer. The Subcommittee also agreed that the date established for the purpose of facilitating the preparatory work for the General Assembly did not entail a change in Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

1. Agreement on the draft agenda and schedule of the meetings of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session


The Subcommittee agreed to request that the General Secretariat, through the appropriate technical offices, transmit to the Subcommittee the draft agendas and draft schedules of the following meetings of heads of delegation to be held during the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly: meetings with the permanent observers, with civil society representatives, with representatives of the Private Sector Forum, and with workers’ representatives.

2. Meeting of April 7, 2010

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 7, 2010, to consider the following matters:

a. Consideration of the preliminary draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly 


The Subcommittee considered the preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-189/10 corr.1) and addressed the requests received from the General Committee, the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (AG/CP/SUB.TP-185/10), the Permanent Mission of Bolivia (AG/CP/Sub.TP-179/10), and the Permanent Mission of the United States (AG/CP/SUB.TP-184/10).


During the meeting, the Alternate Representative of Mexico, Mr. Héctor Ortega, requested, jointly with the Mission of Peru, that the item “Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity” be included on the draft agenda of the General Assembly.  He said that the delegations of Mexico and Peru would like the item to be included under heading B, “Topics under consideration by the Councils of the Organization,” section I, “Permanent Council.” He also said that the request was being made pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2362 (XXXVIII-O/08).


During consideration of the request from the delegation of Bolivia to include the item “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the preliminary draft agenda of the General Assembly session, the Interim Representative of Chile, Mr. Christian Rehren, commented on said request and asked to have the following statement included in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:

Mr. Chair,


“Chile has been forging a relationship with Bolivia based on broad dialogue—which we are especially satisfied to point out.


“However, as concerns the request of the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic ‘Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia’ on the agenda and schedule for the next session of the General Assembly, as it is a subject that relates to exclusively bilateral relations between Chile and Bolivia and is outside the purview of this Organization.


”I request that this statement be recorded in the Committee’s minutes and in the corresponding report.”


In response to the requests received, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the following items on the preliminary draft agenda: 

· “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia,” requested by the Permanent Mission of Bolivia (AG/CP/Sub.TP-179/10)

· “Amendment of the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS. Requested by the General Committee,” requested by the General Committee

· “AG/RES. 2497 (XXXIX-O/09), ‘Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission,’” requested by the Permanent Mission of the United States (AG/CP/Sub.TP-184/10)

·  “AG/RES. 2493 (XXXIX-O/09), ‘Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission,’” requested by the Permanent Mission of the United States (AG/CP/Sub.TP-184/10)

·  “Guidelines for preparation of the program-budget for 2011,” requested by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (AG/CP/Sub.TP-185/10)

b.
Consideration of the preliminary draft schedule of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly


The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, introduced the preliminary draft schedule (AG/CP/SUB.TP-186/10), drawn up by the Secretariat in coordination with the Government of Peru, and said that the schedule followed the same model as for previous sessions of the General Assembly. He went on to provide updated information on the candidacies submitted for the elections to be held during the General Assembly session and on the deadlines for presenting them.  


In conclusion, he expressed concern that, compared to other years, the Permanent Council committees were late in considering the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly for adoption. If the committees did not manage to finish their work at headquarters, the General Committee of the General Assembly would have to put in many hours of work in Lima.


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure approved the preliminary draft schedule of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-186/10 rev. 1).


c.
Other procedural matters

With a view to facilitating the work of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to make the following proposals:

· Maximum duration of the statements of heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): six minutes

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Monday, June 7, at 9:30 a.m.

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 6 to 8, 2010

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To install the General Committee to consider those resolutions on which no consensus was reached prior to the start of the session, as well as any others submitted by delegations during the General Assembly.

The Subcommittee decided to submit these recommendations to the Preparatory Committee.

3. Meeting of April 15, 2010

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 15, 2010, to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the preliminary draft agenda and the inclusion of new items 

The Subcommittee continued its consideration of the preliminary draft agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev. 1) and, in view of the information provided by the Chair of Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) regarding the list of draft resolutions being considered by CEPCIDI for referral to the General Assembly, decided to amend Section B.II of the preliminary draft agenda by replacing it in its entirety with the list submitted by the CEPCIDI Chair.  This is reflected in document AG/CP/SUB.TP/10 rev. 2.


Likewise, in response to a request from the delegation of Argentina, the Subcommittee decided to include the item “White Helmets Initiative” on the preliminary draft agenda.


The Subcommittee then heard a presentation by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, on possible budgetary implications of the “Amendment of the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS,” a topic that the General Committee had asked to have included.


Based on the recommendation of that Subcommittee, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to withdraw that item from the preliminary draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly. It did so because, in view of the budgetary implications the amendment of that Statute could have—implications that were still being examined by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council—it was more appropriate to consider the matter at the special session of the General Assembly that would be held in September 2010 and would review the program-budget of the Organization.


The Subcommittee decided, in response to a request from the delegation of the United States, to change the titles of the following items whose inclusion had been requested by the United States: “Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission” and “Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission.”

Since the deadline had passed for presenting new items for inclusion on the preliminary draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee agreed to submit it to the Preparatory Committee for consideration, and it did so on April 15, 2010.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

In keeping with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meetings of March 25 and April 7 and 15, 2010, decided to make the following recommendations on the matters it considered to the Preparatory Committee: 

1. Draft agenda

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure recommends that the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly consider the draft agenda of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-181/10 rev. 2), which was drawn up pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

2. Draft Schedule

After its consideration of the draft schedule of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-186/10 rev. 1), the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to submit it to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration.

3. Statements by heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the draft schedule of the General Assembly, the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly should in no case exceed six minutes, the same length of time that will be allotted for the statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities mentioned in Article 6 of said Rules of Procedure.

4. Date and time limit for the presentation of proposals

As suggested by the Chair, the Subcommittee also decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that, under the powers conferred in Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, May 17, 2010, at 5:30 p.m., be set as the time limit for the presentation of new draft resolutions, draft declarations, or recommendations pertaining to the agenda of the General Assembly.  However, that decision, adopted to facilitate the preparatory work for the General Assembly, in no way entails a change in Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure. To comply with that article, which is to be applied once the session has begun, the Subcommittee recommended that Monday, June 7, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. be set as the time limit.

5. Minutes

In accordance with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the minutes of the plenary sessions be verbatim, and the minutes of the General Committee, summary.

6. Duration

It was decided that the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, from June 6 to 8, 2010.

7. General Committee
The Subcommittee decided to recommend that the General Committee be installed with the following mandate:
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a. Address those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new drafts that the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;

b. Consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

c. Consider the drafts or activities with budgetary implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).


Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the recommendations adopted to date by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.


I should point out that the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure will continue to consider the agendas and schedules of the dialogues of heads of delegation with permanent observers, civil society organizations, the Private Sector Forum, and workers’ representatives of the OAS member states and will in due course report thereon to the Preparatory Committee.

Ambassador Hugo de Zela

Permanent Representative of Peru

Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
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�.	Article 60 of the OAS Charter “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly; … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


�.	Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly   “For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set. In preparing this preliminary draft agenda, the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.”
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