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Mandate

In 2006, the OAS member states adopted General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2244, “Promotion of Private-Sector Participation in Activities of the Organization of American States,” in which they invited the member states to continue the dialogue with the private sector and to strengthen the means of dialogue with that sector, at the national level, in activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) and in the Summits of the Americas process. The OAS member resolved “[t]o continue supporting the dialogue with the ministers of foreign affairs before the inaugural sessions of the OAS General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that the private sector may make recommendations, including proposals for initiatives related to the topic of the Assembly or Summit and directed at the member states and the OAS.”

Implementation of the mandate

Since 2006, the OAS General Secretariat, through the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism (DEDTT), has coordinated the dialogues with the private sector in the context of the OAS General Assembly sessions and the Summits of the Americas.

The dialogue has taken place in the context of the regular sessions of the General Assembly held in the Dominican Republic (2006), Panama (2007), Colombia (2008), Honduras (2009), and Peru (2010), and of the Summits of the Americas of Mar del Plata (2005) and Port of Spain (2009).  For information on the recommendations by the private sector during these dialogues, please visit the web page of the Private Sector Forum, http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dedtt/psf/ , and select “Recommendations” on the pages for each forum: 

Information on consultations effected in coordination with the private sector in preparation for the Fifth Summit of the Americas: http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dedtt/psf/
The DEDTT coordinates with the Office of the Assistant Secretary General which, in turn, coordinates with the Permanent Mission of the country hosting the General Assembly session.  In the case of the Summits process, the DEDTT coordinates with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the host country.

Subregional consultations with the private sector

During the preparations for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in El Salvador, in June 2011, the OAS will work with the regional private sector coordinators to ensure broad participation in the General Assembly process by business leaders and business associations.

These consultations with the private sector will include participation by business leaders and business associations of the Caribbean, the Andean region, and North, Central, and South America. To ensure inputs and contributions from the private sector for the Declaration of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, the OAS Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism has established contact with the private sector coordinators in the framework of the regional integration processes of the Americas.  Based on this criterion, consultations will be conducted through the following the private sector subregional coordinators: 

Caribbean

Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce

Central America, Panama, and Dominican Republic

Federation of Industrial Chambers and Associations of Central America and the Dominican Republic
(FECAICA)

Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Central America (FECAMCO) 

North America 

Council of the Americas

Andean region

Andean Business Advisory Council

Southern Cone

Economic and Social Consultative Forum (FCES) of MERCOSUR 

Private Sector of the Americas (SPA) 

Latin America

Business Council of Latin America (CEAL)

Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL)

Latin American Industrialists Association (AILA)

Dialogue among the Heads of Delegation and the OAS Secretary General with Private Sector Representatives (see Appendix 1)
Agenda

The agenda for this meeting is prepared by the DEDTT in consultation with private sector organizations and the Government of El Salvador.

Participants

During the private sector consultation process, the DEDTT advises the participating organizations of the date on which the dialogue will take place.  Organizations are invited to attend depending on availability of space. 

Spokespersons

The spokespersons for the private sector in the Dialogue will be selected based on the following criteria:

· The spokesperson presides over a private sector organization at the national or regional level.

· Active participation in the consultation process.

· Has indicated to the OAS interest in participating as a spokesperson in the dialogue. 

· Has a cooperation agreement with the OAS.  Private Sector of the Americas has entered into a cooperation agreement with the General Secretariat to assist in organizing the Private Sector Forum and promoting private sector participation in the dialogues with the governments.

· The spokesperson is a representative of the region where the dialogue will take place.

· A place is allotted for a representative of CEATAL owing to its interest in participating in a dialogue with the government, as workers do. 

· If possible, other leaders are invited in representation of regional private sector institutions of the Andean region, the Caribbean, and North, Central, and South America. 

Approximately four spokespersons are invited to the dialogue to ensure sufficient time for exchange with government officials.  The order of presentation on the agenda will be:  Private Sector of the Americas, which will make introductory remarks, following by representatives of the private sector of the region hosting the dialogue.  A space will be allotted to the representative of CEATAL.  The other two spokespersons will be selected taking account of their interest in participating in the dialogue.

Appendix I

DIALOGUE AMONG THE HEADS OF DELEGATION AND THE OAS SECRETARY GENERAL WITH PRIVATE SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES ON THE THEME 

OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION: “CITIZEN SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS”

Date:
Sunday, June 5, 2011

Time:
To be confirmed

Place:
Room 11, International Convention Center (CIFCO)

Moderator of the dialogue:  Hugo Martínez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador (to be confirmed
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1. Opening remarks

· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States

· Hugo Martínez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador

2. Interventions by representatives of the private sector 

· Ernesto Gutiérrez, President, Private Sector of the Americas

· Carol Ayoung, President, Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce 

· Jorge Zablah, Business Council of Latin America (CEAL) 

· John Craig, Attorney, Canadian Employers Council, and representative of the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL)

3. Interventions by OAS member states

4. Closing remarks

· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �AG05218E05.doc�





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











_1365408089.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL ASSEMBLY


