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REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE ON AGREEMENTS REACHED FOR THE FORTY-FIRST REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


The Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, at its session held on April 20, 2011, considering the report of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure (AG/CP/SUB.TP-198/10) presented by Ambassador Luis Menéndez, Interim Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, on behalf of Ambassador Joaquín Maza, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, decided to submit recommendations on the following points of procedure for the consideration of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly:

· Maximum duration of the statements by the heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

· Installation and mandate of the General Committee


The report submitted by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure relating to the aforementioned procedural matters, among other issues, is attached.

16 May 2011
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR
OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGENDA AND PROCEDURE
OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration a report on the results of the tasks entrusted to this Subcommittee in the preparations for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.

I. SCOPE OF THE MANDATE


On March 23, 2011, the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, by the powers vested in it by Article 60 of the OAS Charter,
/ installed the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure and instructed it to:

· Prepare the preliminary draft agenda of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, bearing in mind the provisions of the OAS Charter as well as Articles 29,
/ 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; 

· Submit its recommendations on the draft agenda of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly to the Preparatory Committee, for the purposes envisaged in Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and

· Submit its recommendations and decisions on the draft schedule and other procedural matters to the Preparatory Committee for transmission to the member state governments by the deadlines established in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and in accordance with Article 60 of the OAS Charter. 

II. PROCEEDINGS

In fulfillment of the mandates entrusted to it by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure has met thus far on April 6, 13, and 18, 2011.

1. Meeting of April 6, 2011

On April 6, 2011, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held its first meeting to consider the following matters:

a. Consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly


The Preliminary Draft Agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11) was presented to the member states. It was drawn up by the General Secretariat on the basis of issues identified in the OAS Charter; the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat; the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and the statutes of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and in fulfillment of the mandates decided by the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, and note was taken of the following requests received: 

· Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia. Request by the Permanent Mission of the Plurinational State of Bolivia (AG/CP/doc.792/11).
· Migrants, Displaced Persons, and Extra-Continental Refugees. Request by the Permanent Mission of Panama (AG/CP/doc.793/11).
· “Report on the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies” and presentation of the compendium “Approach to a frame of reference for common standards and best practices used by electoral organizations and authorities to manage and control electoral processes.” Request by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (AG/CP/doc.795/11)
· Support for the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission. Request by the Permanent Mission of Barbados (AG/CP/doc.794/11).

Upon the presentation of the request by the delegation of Bolivia for inclusion of the “Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia” on the draft agenda and draft schedule for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, the delegation of Chile commented on said request and asked to have the following statement entered in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report:

“Mr. Chair,


“Regarding the request by the delegation of Bolivia, I wish to express my country’s objection to the inclusion of the topic ‘Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia’ on the agenda and schedule for the next regular session of the General Assembly because it relates to matters that are strictly bilateral and beyond the purview of this Organization.


“I hereby request that this statement be recorded in the minutes of the Preparatory Committee and in the corresponding report.”


The Subcommittee took note of the statements by the representatives of Bolivia and Chile and, in order to allow the delegations sufficient time to study the preliminary draft agenda, the Chair suggested that its consideration be continued at the next meeting. It was so agreed.

b.
Establishment of a deadline for the presentation of observations or of requests for the inclusion of topics on the Preliminary Draft Agenda for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, in accordance with Articles 29 and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to set April 15, 2011, as the deadline for delegations to present their observations on the preliminary draft agenda for the General Assembly session and/or to request the inclusion of new topics.

c.
Establishment of a deadline for the submission of draft declarations and draft resolutions


April 18, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. was set as the deadline for submitting new draft resolutions. In accordance with Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, said drafts must be submitted to the Secretary General with an indication of the agenda item to which they refer. The Subcommittee also decided that the date established to facilitate the preparations for the General Assembly session did not imply a modification of Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

1. Agreement on the draft agenda and draft schedule for the dialogues of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session


The Subcommittee decided to request that the General Secretariat transmit to the Subcommittee, through the corresponding technical offices, the draft agendas and draft schedules for the following dialogues of heads of delegation to be held during the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly: with civil society representatives, with permanent observers, with representatives of the Private Sector Forum, and with workers’ representatives.

2. Meeting of April 13, 2011

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 13, 2011, to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee considered the Preliminary Draft Agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev.1). At the meeting, the Alternate Representative of Brazil, Mr. Wilson Dockhorn Jr., requested inclusion of the topic “Consumer Protection: Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and creation of an inter-American rapid product safety warning system” on the draft agenda for the General Assembly session. 


The Alternate Representative of Mexico, Ms. Karla Ornelas, referred to the request by her government regarding the topic “Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011,” indicating that it requested consideration of this topic during the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly session.


The Alternate Representative of Panama, Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez, reported that his government had decided to reformulate the title of the topic proposed as “Migrants, displaced persons, and extra-continental refugees” as “Protection of the human rights of extra-continental refugees.” He also reported that they would present a draft resolution on this topic and requested that it be considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. 

The Alternate Representative of Barbados, Mr. Ricardo Kellman, presented the request of his government regarding inclusion of the topic “Support for the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission” on the draft agenda for the General Assembly session.



Mr. Rafael Franzini, Assistant Executive Secretary, Executive Secretariat, Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), referred to the request that had been presented by the Chairman of CICAD and reported that it had been withdrawn.


In response to the requests received, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to include the following topics on the Preliminary Draft Agenda: 

i. Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia

ii. Protection of the human rights of extra-continental refugees

iii. Support for the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission 

iv. Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011

v. Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy 
vi. The socio-economic and environmental impact of climate change on the countries of the Hemisphere 

vii. Promotion of the rights to freedom of assembly and of association in the Americas

viii. Consumer Protection: Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and creation of an inter-American rapid product safety warning system
b. Agreement on the draft agendas for the dialogues of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly session


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure:

· Decided to hold, on Sunday, June 5, 2011, the dialogues of heads of delegation with civil society, with the permanent observers, with workers’ representatives, and with representatives of the Private Sector Forum.

· Approved the draft agendas recommended by the Secretariat for the dialogues with: civil society, as contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-210/11; with the permanent observers, as contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-211/11; and with workers, as contained in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-212/11.

· Requested the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism of the Secretariat to continue developing the draft agenda, to identify the spokespersons for the heads of delegation for the dialogue with representatives of the Private Sector Forum, and to present it to the Subcommittee for its consideration at the next meeting.

· Requested the technical areas of the General Secretariat with responsibility for organizing the four events to prepare a document supporting each of the dialogues and to present them at the next meeting

c. Other procedural matters

With a view to facilitating the work of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to make the following proposals:

· Maximum duration of the statements of the heads of delegation (Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): six minutes.

· Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals (Articles 20 and 37 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): Monday, June 6, at 11:00 a.m.

· Agreement on the minutes of the meetings (Articles 20 and 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): verbatim minutes for the plenary sessions and summary minutes for General Committee meetings.

· Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): June 5 to 7, 2011.

· General Committee (Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly): To install the General Committee to consider those resolutions on which no consensus was reached prior to the start of the session, as well as any others submitted by delegations during the General Assembly session.

The Subcommittee decided to submit these recommendations to the Preparatory Committee.

3. Meeting of April 18, 2011

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held a meeting on April 18, 2011, to consider the following matters:

a. Continued consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda and the inclusion of new topics


The Subcommittee continued its consideration of the Preliminary Draft Agenda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev.3), and, in view of the information provided by the Chair of Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) regarding the list of draft resolutions being considered by CEPCIDI for referral to the General Assembly, decided to amend Section B.II of the Preliminary Draft Agenda by replacing it in its entirety with the list submitted by the CEPCIDI Chair. This is reflected in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev.3.
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 “Report on the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies and presentation of the compendium ‘Approach to a frame of reference for common standards and best practices used by electoral organizations and authorities to manage and control electoral processes,’” the inclusion of which was requested by that country’s delegation, and call it “Sovereignty, Representation, and Legitimacy. Two Centuries of Participation, Elections, and Votes in Latin America.”

The Subcommittee also considered and approved the inclusion of the following topics on the preliminary draft agenda for the 41st regular session of the General Assembly:

i. Amendments to Articles 20 and 44 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat: Suspension of the selection competition requirement. Request made by the delegation of Canada.

ii. Amendments to resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), “Measures to Encourage the Timely Payment of Quotas.” Request made by the delegation of Canada.

iii. Promoting Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere. Request made by the delegation of Canada.

iv. Importance of the Creation of National CSIRTs and Cooperation by OAS Member States on Cybersecurity Matters. Request made by the delegation of El Salvador.

The deadline agreed on for the presentation of new topics for inclusion on the preliminary draft agenda of the 41st regular session of the General Assembly having passed, the Subcommittee agreed to submit it to the consideration of the Preparatory Committee, which it did on April 20, 2011. 

b.
Consideration of the preliminary draft schedule of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure studied the preliminary draft schedule, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-255/11, prepared by the Secretariat in coordination with the Government of El Salvador, which follows the model adopted for previous sessions of the General Assembly. 


During the discussions, the delegation of Venezuela requested that consideration of the topic “Sovereignty, Representation, and Legitimacy. Two Centuries of Participation, Elections, and Votes in Latin America” be included in the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly. Similar requests were made by the delegation of Mexico for dealing with the topic “Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011” and by the delegation of Guatemala for the topic “Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy.” 


The Subcommittee also agreed, following a request made by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), to include, in the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly, a presentation by the President of the CIM on the importance of considering the particular security situation of women. 


The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure approved the preliminary draft schedule of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly as set out in document AG/CP/SUB.TP- 225/11 rev. 

c.
Continued consideration of the draft agenda of Dialogue of Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with representatives of the private sector forum 


The Subcommittee again considered the draft agenda for the dialogue of heads of delegation, the Secretary General, and representatives of the private sector forum, and it approved document AG/CP/SUB.TP-213/11 rev. 1. The Subcommittee instructed the technical area of the General Secretariat responsible for its organization to continue with its discussions to identify the representatives of the private sector forum who are to address this event and to report back thereon to the member states. 

d.
Agreement on the schedule of meetings of heads of delegation to be held during the General Assembly


The Subcommittee considered a proposed schedule prepared by the Secretariat, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-226/11, which, since the Government of El Salvador was still conducting consultations on the matter, will serve as an indicative proposal to be defined in due course for the dialogues with civil society representatives, with the permanent observers, with the representatives of the private sector forum, and with the workers’ representatives.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, at its meetings of April 6, 13, and 18, 2011, considered and decided to make the following recommendations to the Preparatory Committee on the matters considered by said Subcommittee: 

1. Draft agenda

The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure recommends that the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly consider the draft agenda for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-204/11 rev.3), which was drawn up pursuant to Articles 29, 30, and 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

2. Draft schedule

Following its consideration of the draft schedule for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/SUB.TP-225/11 rev.1), the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to forward it to the Preparatory Committee for its consideration, with the recommendation that consideration of the topics (a) “Sovereignty, Representation, and Legitimacy. Two Centuries of Participation, Elections, and Votes in Latin America,” (b) “Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011,” (c) “Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy,” (d) “Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM),” be included in the fourth plenary session.

3. Statements by heads of delegation
The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend that, in view of the time constraints imposed by the draft schedule for the General Assembly session, the statements by heads of delegation referred to in Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly should in no case exceed six minutes, the same length of time that would be allotted for the statements by representatives of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities mentioned in Article 6 of said Rules of Procedure.

4. Date and time limit for the presentation of proposals

By the powers vested in it by Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee also decided, as suggested by the Chair, to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that April 18, 2011, at 5:30 p.m., be set as the time limit for the presentation of new draft resolutions and draft declarations or of recommendations pertaining to the agenda for the General Assembly session. That decision, adopted to facilitate the preparations for the General Assembly, shall in no way imply a modification of Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure. For the application of that article, the Subcommittee recommended that, once the session had begun, Monday, June 6, 2011, at 11:00 a.m., be set as the time limit.

5. Minutes

In accordance with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Subcommittee decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the minutes of the plenary sessions be verbatim, and the minutes of the General Committee, summary.

6. Duration

It was decided that the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly would be held on three consecutive days, from June 5 to 7, 2011.

7. General Committee
The Subcommittee decided to recommend that the General Committee be installed with the following mandate:

a. To address those resolutions, declarations, or recommendations whose consideration has not been concluded by the Permanent Council and which are submitted to the General Assembly for further negotiation, as well as any new drafts that the heads of delegation may decide to transmit to the General Committee;

b. To consider and decide on, as appropriate, any draft, study, or report that, in the opinion of a delegation or of the Secretary General, is not clearly related to the agenda (Article 40 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly); and

c. To consider any projects or activities with budgetary implications, prior to their adoption by the plenary of the General Assembly (Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

Therefore, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the recommendations adopted by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, for the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

In the absence of the Permanent Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador Joaquín Maza, Ambassador Luis Menéndez Castro, Interim Representative of El Salvador, chaired the meetings of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure on behalf of its Chair.


Ambassador Joaquín Maza

Permanent Representative of El Salvador

Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
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�.	Article 60 of the OAS Charter  “There shall be a Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, composed of representatives of all the Member States, which shall: a) Prepare the draft agenda of each session of the General Assembly;  … The draft agenda and the report shall, in due course, be transmitted to the Governments of the Member States.”


�.	Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly   “For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added] that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set. In preparing this preliminary draft agenda [emphasis added], the Committee shall take into account the provisions of the Charter, the topics proposed by the governments of the member states, those agreed to by the Assembly at previous sessions, and, if such is the case, by the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, those recommended by other organs of the Organization, and matters that, in the opinion of the Secretary General, might threaten the peace and security of the Hemisphere or the development of the member states.”
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