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Item 92 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES 
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 145 (CXL-O/08), “Convocation of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2087 (XXXV-O/05) and CIDI/RES. 174 (X-O/05), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology”; and CIDI/RES. 211 (XIII-O/08), “Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI”;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas undertook to improve the quality of science teaching and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development, for the fundamental purpose of helping to reduce poverty and generate decent jobs, and that, in that regard, they supported the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima, adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:
That the Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas states that ministerial meetings are producing significant results in support of Summit mandates and that this cooperation will continue to be developed; and
That science and technology has been considered a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process and that this has been reaffirmed in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009; and

CONSIDERING:

That it is of the utmost importance to the Hemisphere that at least one ministerial meeting on science and technology be held before the next Summit of the Americas, in order to convey to the highest policy-making levels the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities of the Americas in the area of science and technology;
That the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) held its fifth regular meeting on September 20 and 21, 2007, at which it accepted the Mexican Government’s offer to host the ministerial meeting and decided to hold it in 2008;
That CEPCIDI received the report of the Fifth Regular Meeting of COMCyT (CIDI/COMCYT/doc.8/07);

That a working meeting of the follow-up group established by COMCyT and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) was held in Mexico City on February 11 and 12, 2008, to consult on the main topic for the ministerial meeting and its dates, for which October 27 and 28, 2008, were proposed; and

That, following consultations, the Government of Mexico proposed as the central theme for the ministerial meeting “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation as Tools for Prosperity”; and
That, on the basis of the Government of Mexico’s offer to host the ministerial meeting, CEPCIDI approved its convocation through resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 145 (CXL-O/08), “Convocation of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology,” to be held in Mexico City, Mexico, on October 27 and 28, 2008,
RESOLVES:
1. To thank the Government of Mexico for its generous offer to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, in Mexico City, Mexico, on October 27 and 28, 2008.

2. To emphasize the importance of continuing the ministerial dialogue on science and technology in the framework of CIDI.

3. To welcome the Government of Mexico’s proposal of “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation as Tools for Prosperity” as the central theme, and to take note of the three sub-themes proposed: “Science, Technology, Engineering, Innovation, and Public Development Policies”; “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation as Tools for Sound Natural Resource Management”; and “Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation as Tools for Increasing Competitiveness.”

4. To urge member states to send their highest authorities in the area of science and technology to take part in the aforementioned meeting.

5. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to lend the necessary support to preparations for, and follow-up to, the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the framework of CIDI and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the preparations.
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To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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